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Campers & counselor Meg give a thumbs up for our 85th season.
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A letter from our Executive Director

By Laura Cover & JAC Steering Committee

W

hat started as enthusiastic
conversations with four alumnae in
early 2013 evolved into the Junior
Advisory Committee (JAC). And the group
continues to evolve today. While recruiting
and marketing were important in the initial
discussions, these four dedicated daughters
also wanted to excite their peers with new
ways to contribute to and stay involved with
Clearwater. Around the same time, Sarah
Boles, then board president, had a vision
of expanding Clearwater’s reach to former
campers and staffers. The Board and these
alumnae collaborated and in the spring of
2013, the JAC was officially born.

Years to
Celebrate

2018 marks our 85th anniversary,
and we have much to celebrate. Our
grounds, program and Clearwater
spirit are thriving.
191 campers graced the shores
of Tomahawk Lake this summer. We
were excited to see the enthusiasm
for camp when Clearwater had a
wait-list second session that began
in December of 2017!
Girls from as far away as Bermuda
and as near as Minocqua came to
camp and experienced friendship
and fun that will be sure to have
created lifelong memories. One
Cape camper wrote to me and said,
“Every year when I step off the bus

A Waterski Show hello!

“...four dedicated daughters also
wanted to excite their peers with new
ways to contribute to and stay involved
with Clearwater.”
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A smile and a hug is always there from Liz.

First Session all camp photo, 2018
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and into Clearwater I immediately feel at home and
extremely happy. I have a family who loves me here
at Clearwater…I would give anything to come back
to Clearwater because I just get to be me, without
my phone, without stress, and without worry.”
So many campers express similar feelings.
Clearwater is a place like nowhere else. Why? I
think it comes down to community. You can be a

Initially, the JAC organized itself
into four sub-committees to
vertically align with an existing
board structure. Among other
activities and accomplishments,
the Recruiting sub-committee
supported efforts at camp
fairs across the Midwest; the
Fundraising sub-committee

85th reunion after 51 years and feel like you belong
to something so special. The connection to fellow
campers and counselors, and a sense of connection
to the lakes and forests brings us together. We all
have had so many memories of laughter, grit, growth
and the idea that you are part of something. That
feeling that you belong is paramount to what our
community delivers. Now, more than ever, a sense
of being centered and belonging gives our girls a
foundation to face the challenges life may bring.
There was an incredible sense of pride and
ownership in Clearwater that was felt all summer
long, by the campers and those who were part of
the reunion. And I hope that you too can be proud
to call yourself part of the Clearwater community.
You each bring something special to our collective
experience that carries us on into the future. We are
all one in the belief that Clearwater is a place for

compassion and community into the world.
Warmly,

HELP US COMPLETE OUR
BANQUET BOOK COLLECTION!
We value our heritage and want to
preserve our collection of banquet books.
If you have any of the banquet books from
the years listed below and are willing to
donate it to our archives, please reach out
to Liz at liz@clearwatercamp.org.

1933 1934 1936 1941 1948
1949 1956 1977 1978 1979
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Holiday campaigns; the Relations
and Operations sub-committee
organized meetings and calendars
to support the JAC’s growth to 17
members; and the Marketing subcommittee increased Clearwater’s
social media presence with the
#CC4Girl campaign and the launch
of Instagram.
Clearwater appreciates the JAC
members who have dedicated
their time and expertise to board
committees and special projects
since 2013. Two of the original
JAC members, Steph Cotherman
and Sarah Stockslager Wagoner,
have even become full time
Board Members. It is through
the hard work and enthusiasm
of our dedicated alumnae that
Clearwater continues to thrive.
Thank you!

“Clearwater changed the
course of my life forever.
It’s my absolute privilege
to pay it forward and grant
the same opportunity to
generations of women to
come through my work on
the JAC.”
—Molly Whybrow Thompson,
JAC Steering Committee
Clearwater 1995-2006
As part of Clearwater’s 2016
Strategic Plan, the board set forth
a goal of re-engaging the JAC as
participation had been declining
since its peak in 2015 and it felt
like there was an opportunity to
better engage our community.
At the 85th Reunion in August,
the new JAC leaders introduced
the group’s structure: a steering
committee taking the place of the
sub-committees and a projectbased approach. Margaret Crowe
Howe, Adrienne Testa, and Molly
Whybrow Thompson are the
steering committee members who

work closely with board members
Laura Cover and Julie LaFore.
for the steering committee was
to develop a name that more

the new name is Alum Action
Team (AAT). The AAT provides
generations of campers and
staffers a way to stay active in the
Clearwater community through
projects. Anyone eager to help
support the mission and vision of
Clearwater is encouraged to join
AAT. No matter one’s interest or
expertise, from social media to
data analysis and more, there is a
way to stay connected and make
meaningful contributions. The only
true requirement of membership
is that members remain a steward
of Clearwater and pitch in with
annual fundraising efforts.
DROP A LINE TO:
CC4GAAT@googlegroups.com
to ask a question, make a
suggestion, share an idea, or learn
how to join the AAT today.

John Austin
Cheley
Foundation

W

e are thrilled to have
completed our second
season of partnering
with the Cheley Foundation.
During the summer of 2018 we
had 5 Cheley campers—3 for their
second summer and 2 for the

a “phenomenal” time and want
to return to Tomahawk’s shores
next year. We couldn’t be happier.
As you know, The John Austin
Cheley Foundation funds needbased camperships to traditional
wilderness sleep-away camps
and supports all the expenses of
these campers for as many years
as they choose to go to camp.
Clearwater currently contributes
half of their tuition.

Girls participate in the Harbor Carnival as their friends cheer them on.

“We’re Cheley’s first
partnership with a camp
for girls and their first in
Wisconsin.”
Cheley’s volunteer recruiters
work nationwide to locate
underserved youth of strong

potential and work with Cheley
staff to match them with the
partnership with a camp for girls

For more about Cheley
Foundation go to
cheleyfoundation.org

BOARD MEMBER PROFILE:

the costume closet!) from her high
school productions that were made
by her mother.
to earning her director’s stripes,

Alix Sommer Smit h
By Nonnie Gilbert

I

t was the summer of 1969
following Alix’s sophomore
year at Sweet Briar when she
received the call from her aunt,
Sunny Moore, asking her to come
to Clearwater to be a counselor.
Alix’s initial response was “no,”
that she planned to read Tolstoy’s
War and Peace that summer.
As a history major and English
minor, she didn’t think there was
an obvious role for her to play at
camp. Alix’s sister Jan, a physical
education major, was already a
counselor on the waterfront, which
made much more sense to Alix.
But as many of you know, Sunny
could be dauntingly persistent!
This was the time when Halokwe’s
health was failing and she very
much hoped Sunny would buy
the camp and continue the
Clearwater legacy. Camper
numbers had dropped to the low
60’s and Sunny was desperate
for counselors. And so she called
Alix again. This time Alix once
more expressed her reservations,
even asking if she would be able
to wear a skirt at camp. Sunny
replied that she supposed so, but
most importantly, she went on to
assure Alix that if she came, they

It became clear to both Alix
and Sunny that Alix was
meant to work with children
and that she was an effective
and skilled educator even
though she had never taken
an education course. After
spending a summer at
camp, Alix was in love
with Clearwater!
loved drama, and she instilled
this love in many a Clearwater
camper, spending countless
hours writing scripts for plays to
render them doable by campers
of all ages. Productions of Peter
Pan, Cinderella, and even Romeo
and Juliet (to name but a few)
followed. As if writing the scripts
and producing the plays wasn’t
enough, Alix brought costumes
(some of which may still linger in

poles and hand-dug worms. She
was also a cabin counselor in
Port. Because the counselor in
Starboard was often out on trips,
Alix felt responsible for both
cabins. It became clear to both
Alix and Sunny that Alix was meant
to work with children and that
she was an effective and skilled
educator even though she had
never taken an education course.
After spending a summer at camp,
Alix was in love with Clearwater!
Her second summer, along with
everything else, Alix took on the
job of Program Director. In those
days, programming was done
completely by hand without the
aid of a computer. It involved late
nights handwriting a schedule
for each camper and making sure
extra riding sessions and trips
were accounted for.
Not all of Alix’s camp adventures
were entirely positive, but as
Alix states so eloquently, this
is what produces learning and
growth. At Sunny’s insistence she
tried, unsuccessfully she says,
to master a tiller and despite her
reluctance took a Harbor overnight
across the lake only to have
everyone’s breakfast devoured
by a raccoon. Even though Alix, in
her words, was “dragged kicking
and screaming” to camp, she
stayed for 8 years—years that
were challenging, enriching and
completely wonderful; years that
steered her to a very successful
career in teaching and educational
administration.
There is much to say about
Alix’s professional life! In 1972
Alix completed the Masters of
Arts in Teaching at Brown at the
urging of a favorite professor and
then returned to Virginia, where
she taught middle school history
lead many special projects and
ultimately urged to study for her
Administrative Endorsement.
“You are a great teacher, but you
are a natural administrator,” her
principal told her. And so, Alix
school Assistant Principal in her
Virginia county! She eventually
moved from school administration
to program supervision at the
county level and was responsible
for a variety of programs in 25
schools until her retirement
in 2004. Alix will tell you that

“Clearwater not only awakened my
passion for working with children,
it also helped me develop my skills
in administration and leadership.”
One of the lessons Alix learned
from Clearwater and from her
job was how important mentors
can be to a child’s development.
Alix became a “Gator Pal,”
mentoring 3 children. One of her
students, a non-reader in third
grade, was studying environmental
law the last time Alix saw him.

She stayed for 8 years—
years that were challenging,
enriching and completely
wonderful; years that
steered her to a very
successful career in
teaching and educational
administration.
The best news for Clearwater
is that in 2014 Alix and her many
talents returned to camp as a
member of the Board of Directors!
Her love of camp, her knowledge
of camp’s history and traditions,
and her commitment to education
make her an invaluable member
of the team. Alix is chair of the
board’s Campership Committee,
and along with her committee
members has the responsibility
for establishing and improving
the process of applying for and
awarding camperships, and
for maintaining Clearwater’s
relationship with the John
Austin Cheley Foundation (see
box). Under her leadership,
Clearwater now budgets annually
for camperships rather than
relying solely on donations for
that purpose. In 2017 Clearwater
awarded 10 camperships, and
13 in 2018. Alix will tell you
that leading this committee is
exactly what she wants to be
doing. She is committed to the
board’s strategic goal—Strive
to increase the diversity of the
Clearwater community and to
embrace pluralism; nurture our
common traditions and heritage
while encouraging and supporting
the celebration of differences;
work to build mutually respectful
relationships between girls and
women of all backgrounds. We
thank you, Alix, for all that you do
to enable as many girls as possible
to experience the Clearwater you
know and love, and for listening
to your Aunt Sunny and coming
to camp!

Alix Sommer Smith at the 85th Reunion.

STAY UPDATED ON CLEARWATER
HAPPENINGS ELECTRONICALLY!
Are you interested in connecting with
Clearwater in a paperless manner?
If so, please send your preferred email address to
info@clearwatercamp.org. We will send the annual
Voyageur, the Burgee and occasional interesting
updates about Clearwater happenings and events.
We will not send weekly emails!!! We promise!!
Many thanks for helping us reduce our paper usage!

Clearwater is getting
Be sure to keep an eye on your
email this winter for an exciting
announcement!

Claudia Anderson with her family & summer sister,
Elizabeth Bradford. Read her story on Pg 4.

Learn about Katie Wilcox’s courage to
live in Guatemala on Pg 12.
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Tracy Graham

Years at camp: 1979-86,
1989-90, 1992, 2016-2018

Robin McKinney

Years at Camp: 1972, 1974,
1977, 1979

“
camp is that I learned to embrace
new challenges and appreciate new
people and experiences! We have
moved twice over the last few years
and now settled into North Carolina
in the winter and in Minocqua in
the summers! We have enjoyed
helping Bill Otto out at camp the
last few summers and our son has
a summer job at Paul Bunyan’s in
town. What a blessing to keep the

hello clearwater

STORIES FROM OUR OWN

“Did you nd the courage
this year to travel to a new
place? Learn about a new
culture? Did you nd the
courage to conquer a fear?
Go on an adventure? Try
something new?”
Claudia Smith Anderson
“When I was nine years old my
parents sent me to Clearwater.
At that time, the sessions were
seven weeks. I was positive I
would not survive. But I garnered
up the courage to waive goodbye
as my parents drove off, little
realizing the blessing that they
had bestowed. I learned in my
swamp a canoe, then get under
it and, with some team work,
water. Those of you who have
experienced this exercise know
the courage it takes for a 8 or
9 year old to do this. After that,
through the Cape as a camper,
and then a leadership, I sailed
on boats heeling so much I was
sure we would capsize, road
horses in shadowed woods where
wildlife prowled in abundance,
and portaged that canoe on trips,
the most memorable to Isle Royal
with Jerry and Judy Robinson.
Clearwater Courage! I had it, I
faced it, I did it!
At age sixty three I learned I
had breast cancer. The courage
a person needs when receiving
a cancer diagnosis cannot be
minimized...It is frightening!
MRI machines, mammograms,
biopsies and surgery is tough
stuff. Did I have the courage?
Could I get through it? Of
course I could. After all, I went
to Clearwater! I survived that
challenge, I would survive this!
And along that journey I had
my faith in God, the support of
my husband and daughters and
the support of my Clearwater
4
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sister, Elizabeth Bradford, with
whom I had shared not only my

Terri McManus Becerril
(Terri McManus)

and enduring friendship that
continues to this day! Happily,
the cancer was contained,
removed, and so far as I know, I
am cancer free!
I was not however, free from
the need to garner up that
courage again when I was
diagnosed with Parkinson’s! That
kind of courage means facing
the unknown fearlessly and
learning to live a new normal. It
required an assessment of the
faith I had previously relied upon.
It required a practical vision of
what I would need to do to keep
myself mentally and physically at
my optimum in order to deal with
the symptoms, and remain up
beat and positive that life would
be good regardless. I also knew
that I had to be my best for my
husband, Curtis, and daughters,
Keira, Celia and Breda.
I am positive that the
blessing of Clearwater allowed
me the courage to face these
challenges and many, many,
others that occur over a life
lived over 65 years. All of us will,
and have, faced challenges and
losses far greater than mine.
The Clearwater spirit courses
through all of us who have been
a Clearwater Daughter. Call
upon it when ever you need the
courage to negotiate those rocks
in your path which you will no
doubt encounter on your journey
through life. Call upon your faith
in God and acknowledge the
gifts he has provided and which
were nurtured and strengthened
at Clearwater.
Through it all, the strength
of my marriage, family, and the
support of my Clearwater sister
of the spirit, has buttressed
my courage as I have taken my
journey. Let it buttress yours!
In Clearwater spirit!”

“After moving from the suburbs
of Philadelphia to Los Angeles
twenty years ago; my husband,
our dog and I moved back to the
East Coast last year so I could
accept a new position in the legal
department of a fashion brand
in Southwest Florida! My niece
came down here from Colorado
to live with us for her last two
years of high school, so I’ve been
learning how to parent, how to
make new friends again (but of
course, keeping the old friends
too!) how to do renovations on our
new home and how to navigate
the Florida hurricane season! It’s
been quite an adventure and I
wouldn’t change a minute of it for
anything!”

Years at camp: 1988-1989

Kathy FitzGibbon

Years at camp: 1987-1993, 1995
“This year, I took on a challenging
task at Lewis & Clark College
(the wonderful liberal arts
college where I love teaching!)—
shepherding the full college
through the process of reforming
our general education curriculum
students. This isn’t an adventure
in the traditional sense, but it was
a task that people thought could
be doomed to fail, since we had
attempted it a few times with no
success. I love bringing people
together and creating a positive
and inclusive atmosphere to do
challenging work, so I thought
this was something I might
enjoy. And it was an adventure,
as it involved working closely
with faculty of wildly differing
opinions and building consensus.
But happily, we did it! We built
consensus and have a fabulous
new curriculum that we voted in
by vast majority. (Geeky story, I
realize, but I did feel like it was
the kind of thing I learned how to
do at Clearwater!)”

Julie LaFore

Years at camp: 1984-1986, 19881990.
“The unexpected portage. The rocks
that hide just under the surface
to catch your aluminum canoe.
In August at Clearwater’s 85th
reunion on our canoe adventure I
was reminded that sometimes the
smooth easy ride you’re expecting
has some surprises in store for you.
Roll back the calendar exactly
one year and I’m at Clearwater
for family camp with my nieces
sporting a wig and a central line for
chemotherapy. I was sidelined from
watersports and yet still paddling
some truly choppy waters after
getting a call a few months earlier
to “get to the ER immediately”
after a routine checkup led to the
discovery of a 7 centimeter mass
in the big vein leading to my heart.
What was originally thought a
blood clot in my inferior vena cava
after weeks of medical tests and
biopsies was ultimately deemed
rare, cancerous and tricky to get
at. The only shot at complete
remission was complete removal of
the mass and the surrounding vein.
Still on deck last August was

stay at IU Hospital and a 12 hour
surgery with some of Northwestern
my back was Clearwater courage
over 30 years ago on Lady Tom.
Courage dipped that paddle,
worked full time, worked out hard
and sailed through surgery. I
realized when putting together my
“trip sparks” how well Clearwater’s
compassion and community had
guided me, ultimately turning the
journey into an adventure.
The sparks of friendship continue
to burn bright between me and my
doctors, friends and family who
paddled equally hard alongside me
for the entire trip. While I wouldn’t
wish the circumstances on me
or anyone else, ultimately the
experience made me even stronger
and I wouldn’t trade this particular
dent in my canoe for anything.
Today the waters are smooth
again but just like any of us, I’m
never sure what rocks lurk below,
what storms might be brewing or
what portages might be around
the bend. But rest assured
dear Clearwater daughter, no
matter what lies ahead on your
particular adventure you’re going
to be delighted by how very well
equipped you are for the trip!”

years, all together. My 1st cabin
was Wake, then Boom, then
Midship and Four winds. Next, I
was on the Point, might have been
Spinnaker, then Tops’l. Then when
I was a leadership we stayed in
the cabin out of camp. I’m writing,
because I always think of camp and
how it made me who I am! I’m still
in touch with one of my very best
and oldest friends Sally Stearns!!
I’m reaching out now to hopefully
be able to make contact with
people who made a change in my
life! Robin Dewitt, Marcia Moore
and family. So here’s my story. Life
is to short, thank you Clearwater
again for making me the women I
am today.

Jane Patterson Mlenar

Years at camp: 1985-2004
“This summer we pushed (really
shoved) our family (me, my
husband Sean, and our two
teenage boys) out of our comfort
zone with an adventure to Alaska.
We knew it was like no other
part of the United States and
we wanted to really embrace
all Alaska has to offer. We did
in a 10-seater plane up to the
Arctic Circle in Coldfoot, AK,
hiked tremendous trails, and saw
majestic sites. We bonded as a
family—conquering fears and
pushing each other to do and
enjoy. It felt like being at camp
and our family is stronger for
going. Years ago, my husband
and I decided we’d like to take the
boys to all 50 states. The trip this
summer brought us to state 49
together. Next summer we hit the
50th state together (Hawaii).”

Michaela Murphy

Years at camp: 1985-1994
“ What hasn’t taken courage,
really? Raising two boys (ages 5
and 9), trying to provide a good
example for them, while working
full-time and navigating the
ridiculousness of Silicon Valley—
me to step up each and every
day! I also got called on, this
year, to oversee management
of a major Stanford event
in Beijing—this provided not
only a professional challenge,
but also the opportunity to
time, which was amazing! The
trip that didn’t take courage,
though?—traveling to Minocqua
for Clearwater’s 85th reunion.
What an amazing, inspiring,
energizing weekend—thanks to
everyone who made it happen!!”

Laura Prather

Years at camp: 1973-1974
“I just returned from an in-depth
tour of France. My next trek is in
December where I will spend 10
days in Antarctica. We will make
5 landings on the continent and 3
landings on various islands. The
seas thru the Drake Passage are
very rough. I have always wanted
to stand on the South Pole! ”
continued pg. 12 >

EXCERPTS FROM THE

2018 Banquet Toasts
Harbor Toast: Reese Baumgartner

“OUR FRIENDSHIPS HERE
WE KNOW WILL NEVER DIE.”

T

his is my second year here and before I arrived
I was asking myself a lot of questions. Will my
friends from last year remember me this year?
If they do, how will we react when we see each other?
But, once I got here all those worries and questions
disintegrated. I was back home…Clearwater Camp. It was
amazing reconnecting with all my friends. And I know
for a fact, that this amazing feeling will continue getting
bigger and stronger.

I can’t wait till next summer! Reconnecting
with old and new friends. “Our friendship here
we know will never die.”
Renata reminds us “what camp is all about”
in her toast.

Cape Toast: Caroline DeGuenther

“MAY YOUR JOURNEY BEGIN
AT THIS MOMENT”

M

THE
THAT
WILL
BE THE
Clearwater is your special place
that we know time cannot change.
It is true that each year’s girls and
women contribute and strengthen
the Clearwater bond.
As Clearwater daughters we live
the spirit of Clearwater. At camp
we are summer sisters and no
matter where you go, that will
always remain the same.

I was nervous and scared, but I was ready for
all the adventures to come. Now that I have
come to camp, I have grown as a person, developed
friendships and done things I could never have done
anywhere else. I have slept in a cabin with six strangers.
I have gone on overnight trip, and I have stayed away
from my parents longer than ever before.
When most people think about what the word journey
means, they think of going on long trips or traveling
across the world, but I think the word journey means
getting out of our comfort zone or taking chances. For

just trying a new food. Sometimes you might be nervous
or scared, but you will never know if you like it until
you try it. There are always ups and downs in a journey,
but in the end, it always works out. Live in your journey
don’t look far or you will miss what is going on now.

Through my journey I have become a leader, I
am braver, stronger, and I will always preserve
because I have learned that just because
something is hard doesn’t mean you should give
up. You should try your best even if your best
is worse than everyone else. Believe in yourself
and don’t give up and may your journey begin
at this moment.

Point Toast: Callie Muhlner

“SHE WISHES IT STARTED
ALL OVER AGAIN.”

T

easy to get lost in this world,” hangs before the
bridge and accurately represents my time spent
at Clearwater. I come here to escape the craziness that
the real world is, and to every summer refocus on what
really means the most to me. It helps me stay grounded
throughout the year, especially in the tough times.
It’s a place where I’m comfortable with myself and the
relationships I’ve formed.
As camp ends this year, it’s a closing of a chapter of
my Clearwater life. It’s my last year as a camper and
while I cherish all the memories I’ve made here, I wish
I could go back and do it all over again. Not to change
anything, just to relive it and be in the place where I
know I’m the happiest. To spend time with the people
that mean the most to me and who have taught me so
much. It’s a place I look forward to returning to from the
second I leave.
This year at camp is probably one I want to relive
most. Not because it’s my best year or my worst year
but because it’s my last year. I have to tag so many
things as “lasts” and I want there to be more time so I
can continue to do more of the things I love.

My memories of camp are some of my most
valuable possessions because they help me relive
camp even when I’m not at Clearwater. And
while all these memories I’ll keep close in my
heart, I wish I could relive them to experience
the joy camp brings me all over again. So I
could start another seven weeks of fun in my
favorite place in the world.
Leadership Toast: Renata Murgiando

“THE MAGIC OF THIS PEACE AND
QUIET EVERMORE SHALL STAY.”

H

ow can a place hold your heart forever? We
can all agree that Clearwater is a beautiful
and magical place to stay in. Personally, it

parents sent me just to learn English, but the result of
this experience throughout the years was unexpected. I
discovered a new me, a better me.
Clearwater is the place where our self-esteem grows
and our fears decrease. When I was on the Harbor, I
nights, I found comfort from a cabinmate, or in a
counselor who reminded me of the rainbow that would
always come after.
As I grew up, my fears did too, but I always knew, even
when I was at home, a full country away, that I would
have a safe place to come back to, with friends that, no
matter how far we are, will always have our backs.
This is what camp is all about: exploring our
boundaries, getting out of our comfort zones, and
what better place to do that than a place you feel
comfortable in? Making new friends that encourage you
to do things you’ve never done before is the biggest
For many of us, our happy and safe place lies around
dining hall, where new friendships are born every day
as we open up to everybody. It lies in our cabins, where
we create bonds that we will remember every day when
the summer ends. It lies at Clearwater Camp, where our
spirits remain until the very end.

Harbor girls with Phoenix (camp nurse) before Final Banquet.

The magic of this peace and quiet evermore
shall stay, to heal and give joy to many hearts
to come, and make this place our home away
from home.
continued pg.9 >
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85TH YEAR REUNION, AUGUST 12, 2018

NEVER

YOU
GROW OUT OF CAMP
A recap of the 85th Reunion Events.
By Julie LaFore

T

he years slipped away every mile we got closer
to Clearwater. Anticipation as we wondered
what cabin we might be in and who we might
see. As we arrived back on the shores of Lady Tom
on the Saturday after the end of Second Session, our
85th Reunion attendees checked in and were treated
to a lovely wine and cheese reception hosted by Gayle
echoed and hugs abounded as 75 of Clearwater’s
daughters returned across so many decades to prove
that “You Never Grow Out of Camp.” Introductions were

Council
and sashes, ready for
Alumnae in their kaputs
.
Fire at the 85th Reunion

for s’mores.
On Sunday morning the rising bell rang cheerfully
throughout camp and all were treated to Sunday morning
coffeecake as the dining room buzzed with chatter and
song. After announcements it was off to our traditional
Joy,” brought to life through stories, poetry, song and
a serenade by a bald eagle. Emotions bubbled to the
place, and even after so many years, Halokwe and Sunny
felt extra close. Treasures from the past were waiting to
be discovered as all of the archives, photo albums and
camp logs were on display to transport us all the way

Alumnae en

joy the tour

of Senior Is

land.

back to 1933.
Though our regatta was rescheduled due to calm
waters, camp was bursting with joyful activity as
water skiers skied, riders rode, people relaxed on the
waterfront and the pontoon adventured around the lake.
At dinner, the dining room was magically transformed for

our beautiful banquet, themed “Echoes From A Distant
Shore.” Under the twinkle of so many tealights and in the
company of almost every single banquet book, a delicious
experiences like many far-reaching waves and songs rich

We celebrated the beauty to return again to
Clearwater’s shores on this reunion weekend.
It seemed the stars, like those banquet tealights,
were hung extra low and as the evening slipped
into darkness those who looked toward the
heavens saw meteor showers shooting across the
night sky.
Monday was a diamond day, wind kicking up the
sparkles on the water, and we saw off a group on a
canoe trip, the camp van honking out with canoes in
tow. Sailboats danced over the waves with speed and
grace. In no time at all it seemed the regatta was won,
the camp van was honking back in and we were gathering
after dinner on the Upper Point with our kaputs, sashes
and two pine cones. The Four Winds came together and
Council Fire once more. Games, songs and trip sparks,
Heartfelt comments galore, pine cone wishes and candles

INSPIRED BY OUR 85 TH YEAR

inspired Voyageurs as they made their way back to their
cabins by candlelight for one last night of loon calls.
After breakfast on Tuesday we scattered to the four
winds ourselves, taking with us our new echoes of joy
from a long weekend well spent, feeling years younger
and already counting down the days to our next visit.
We were urged during a banquet toast to be as still
as we could for the next 10 seconds and just listen.
We’d like to invite you to do the same right now, listen
to your own echoes back from the shores of Lake
Tomahawk and plan to join us for our 90th Reunion in
2023 so you can treat yourself to friendships old and
new. Because as Clearwater echoed back to us time
and time again throughout our 85th reunion, you never
grow out of camp.

BEAN HOLE
BEANS RETURNS
“Dig a bean hole and build up
the fire, watch it all night as
the hot coals burn higher.”
Thanks to camp history night, a
much-beloved tradition returned to
Clearwater’s second session - Bean
Hole Beans. When campers heard
stories about Bean Hole Beans, they
were completely captivated; beans
baked in a cast iron pot that’s buried
in a hole full of hot coals for the
day—now, that’s different!
With the spark of camper interest,
associate director Ellen King got
Bean Hole Beans organized and
on the camp schedule in just a
matter of days. Campers took on
digging the hole, gathering wood
Chef Dave got the beans soaking,
mixed a traditional bean recipe and
combined all ingredients in camp’s
treasured cast iron pot.
started in the hole at 5:00 AM. Four
6
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Ellen and counselor, Sarah Steinke, remove the pot from the earth.

Special thanks to the following
people whose Clearwater spirit
made the 85th Reunion extra special:

hours later, the bean pot was set
into the hole surrounded by hot
dirt. All day long the beans cooked
buried deep in the hole.
Just before supper, the bean pot
was dug out and lifted from the hole
with great anticipation. Served right

Gayle Campbell Sundt for hosting the
Welcome Reception
Sue Cottrell Ferguson and Nancy Teeter Smith
for organizing and overseeing the Archives Room

the beans were delicious and most
of all, campers were delighted to
experience Bean Hole Beans.
Bean Hole Beans.

Debby Gray, Melissa Cover Selinger, Kate Conyers
Liggett and Laura Nelson for their thoughtful
Banquet Toasts

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO CLEARWATER!
Do you realize how important you are to Clearwater?
!

r trips again

We’re off fo

haven on Tomahawk Lake? It does! You are an integral part
of the future of Clearwater.
Clearwater’s Culture of Philanthropy, which was introduced in 2017,
demonstrates how you help provide the Clearwater experience to as
Philanthropy explains:

Clearwater’s Culture of Philanthropy depends on the love
we feel for Clearwater, the bonds we share because of our
commitment to Clearwater’s mission, vision and values,
and our belief that we are all stewarding Clearwater into
the future. It is not simply about raising money, but about
building relationships with all members of the Clearwater
community, communicating, and most especially about
listening to each other. Inherent in this approach is that all
of us accept some responsibility for Clearwater’s future by
serving as ambassadors, giving of our time and talents, and
Sue Ferguson & Liz enjoy a moment at the Reunion Banquet with
Betsy Boles & daughter, Sarah Boles, Board President Emeritus.

EXCERPTS FROM THE 85TH REUNION’S SUNDAY SERVICE
“Happiness is the only good. The time to be happy is now. The place to be happy is here.
The way to be happy is to make others so.”
—Robert Ingersoll (1833-1899)

“The echoes of joy here at camp take shape in countless ways. They are as evident now
as they have always been, and will always be. The evidence is in all of the generations of
strong, loving, and fearless women I see in front of me. Along with the thousands that
came before us, those that could not be here now, and all of those that have yet to come but
echoes of my own time at camp as clearly now as I did during all of those magical summers
on the island, but now they resonate a little deeper.” — Eryn (Gallagher) Balding

Joys that are shared bring multiplied pleasure through memories we truly treasure. Those
shared with new or long-standing friends. Their encouragement gives us power and their
love never ends. We can be that kind of friend to those along the way, whether giving or
receiving kindness in all we do and say. God bless those who share his love in humility.
daughters are always close to my heart Whether we are near or far apart.
Love always — Sunny

Special Shout-Out to:

85th Reunion Committee

Stephanie Domijian, our excellent
reunion Program Director

Co-Chairs:
Carol Altorfer Vance
Sarah ‘Stocks’ Wagoner

Our amazing Reunion staff who led
camp activities
Chef Dave and his staff for providing
delicious meals
Steph Cotherman for designing our
85th Reunion materials.

Liz Baker
Kitty McMahon Bartholomew
Nonnie Gilbert
Margaret Crowe Howe
Janice Gustafson Marquardt
Melinda Pearce
Alix Sommer Smith
Adrienne Testa.

Volunteers make a gift of their time and talent as well as resources.
We are grateful to those who were able to carve out precious time from
busy lives to help Clearwater prepare for summer 2018. We could not
accomplish all we do without you.

Camper and Informational
Gatherings—Host Families
Camper and Informational
Gatherings are held for
prospective and new camper
families, are hosted by current
camper families and provide
important opportunities to learn
more about Clearwater. We
extend our heart-felt thanks to
the following families for serving
as Clearwater ambassadors.
The Adams Family
The Cirrincione Family
The Wendt Family
The Wennick Family

Memorial Day Work
Weekend Volunteers
For eight consecutive years,
volunteers have helped prepare
camp for the arrival of staff
and opening day for campers.
Projects include cleaning out all
cabins, removing leaves from
the riding ring and setting up the
waterfront and docks. Many of
our volunteers have participated
in this special weekend for years!
Bill Otto
Caleb Klima
Ellen King
Liz Baker
Melinda Pearce
John Neil
Thompson
Carol Vance
Ruth Igoe
Dar Loiselle
Marcia Brosnan
Susie Tweed
Polly Larned
Kate Dignan

Mary Willerscheidt
Breezy Melero
Ruben Melero
Nick Stanley
Angie
Maciorowski
Keith Kranenburg
Mia Tornatore
Nicole Vidales
Kaitlin Close
The Frederick
Family
Emily Beasley
Wes Bertram

Kaputs and Sashes Volunteers
Thank you to Susan Stackhouse
for her time spent crafting many
new kaputs and sashes for our
2018 campers!
Additional Volunteers
Pre-camp staff training:
Steph Cotherman, Nonnie
Gilbert
Camp Special Activity Expert:
Nicole Vidales (Environmental
Biology), Georges “Paco”
Sutton (Sailing)
Prepare Baggage labels
and tags: Nancy Teter Smith
Clearwater Historical Archives:
Sue Ferguson
Carol Vance
Christmas in July: Laird Smith
Camp History Night: Carol
Vance, Sue Ferguson, Sue Irujo,
Nancy Teter Smith.

Thank you, Clearwater
Community members,
for your support. And a
special thank you to our
volunteers!
*

To read more about Clearwater’s
Culture of Philanthropy,
please go to: http://www.
clearwatercamp.org/wp-content/
uploads/2012/09/2017_
Clearwater_Culture_of_
Philanthropy.pdf
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A LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

De ar Clearwater Family,

L

ast October as I turned down camp
road on my way home to Long
Island’s North Fork after our annual
board meeting, I received a text message
from my brother, Nick, saying that he
was safe. Safe from what, I wondered. Of
course, I couldn’t reach him, and it wasn’t
until I arrived in Chicago and every TV
in the airport was airing live coverage of

C

and acceptance of an endowment policy by Clearwater’s Board
of Directors and the investment of the funds in early 2018. The
returns on these investments are dedicated to support Camperships
and Clearwater’s beautiful buildings and grounds. None of this would
have been possible without the generous donation of Dan and Midge
Anderson and their family. Already several other donors have joined the

Why do people engage in this kind of benevolent activity? Dan summed
it up beautifully in his comments at Clearwater’s 85th Reunion Banquet.
He shared the words of Robert Ingersoll (1833-1899), a famous orator
and radical thinker:

“Happiness is the only good. The time to be happy is now.
The place to be happy is here. The way to be happy is to make
others so.”
Dan went on to say that at Clearwater it is easy to see what that
happiness means and how it affects the lives of others. And this is
exactly what the Clearwater Camp Endowment will do—create and
share happiness for generations to come.

A

n endowment is a fund established to provide a permanent
source of income for an organization or entity. Donations are
made to the fund with the understanding that the donation itself
will not be spent; only a portion of the return on the investment of the
donation will be used to support the organization.
Because the “principal amount” is kept intact and invested in
perpetuity, the organization can depend on a stable source of income—
the return from the invested principal—for years to come. As an example,
if an endowment of $500,000 generates a 7% return annually, the
organization could use $20,000 for the designated purpose of the
endowment and reinvest the remaining $15,000 to keep pace with

that the penny dropped. Indeed, he was
safe, woken in the middle of the night by
the incessant pounding of an unknown
neighbor. But his house, along with those
of all his neighbors, was gone.
What would I do, I wondered, if all my
treasured possessions—possessions that
are of value because they constitute my
history, not because of their monetary
worth—disappeared? And so I’ve been
thinking a lot about resilience. How do
people pick up the pieces and move forward
when faced with hardship and loss?
I believe that resilience is one of many
important attributes that the Clearwater
experience instills. Think about the
canoe trips that can feel like underwater
adventures, the long hike that results in
blisters or poison ivy, the mountain bike
ride that ends in a tumble. Minor problems,
you might say, but they are part of the warp
and woof of a summer at camp. Campers
learn from these experiences and are
encouraged and supported by the entire
Clearwater community. They learn to rely
on the transformative energy that is part of
the essence of Clearwater to move forward.

I believe that resilience is one of
many important attributes that
the Clearwater experience instills.

Nonnie Gilbert, Board President

What would I do, I wondered, if
all my treasured possessions—
possessions that are of value
because they constitute my
history, not because of their
monetary worth—disappeared?
now building a new house. While he didn’t
attend Clearwater, he too was a camper
in Wisconsin’s north woods. There is no
question in my mind or heart of the value
camp provides.
It is an honor to serve as board president,
to be part of the Clearwater family! This
winter, please look for the questionnaire
you will receive asking for your input on
Clearwater’s future – your perspective is
key to the master planning endeavor. We
need all of you to be in the canoe and on
those portages! I’m sure there will not be
complete agreement on everything, but
without your thoughts, we won’t be able to
make the best decisions.
In the spirit of Clearwater,

It is all of you who create and sustain this
incredible spirit, and it is with your belief
in Clearwater and your support that we
will continue to send campers out into
the world with strong and sure voices,
equipped to pursue their callings with

Nonnie Gilbert
nancy@windswayfarm.com
631-722-5170

hold the original $500,000.
Endowments can be of any size; many start small and grow. They
are established for the general welfare of an organization or for a
usually preferred by an organization, as the income can be used for
the greatest need at the time, be it operations, camperships, special
projects, or the like.
family and friends of Clearwater, current
and former parents of campers, and even
our campers themselves. Every dollar
contributed to our success and we hope
this year is no different!

donate for a single use, like sailboats. They could work with the not-forwhich can only be used to purchase sailboats. Endowment agreements
and policies established by the organization’s board of directors set
forth how funds can be invested and used so donors know exactly how
The power of an endowment is its dependability and longevity: it can
ensure stability of an entity, through a steady stream of investment
return, year after year after year. An organization like Harvard
University, which has large endowments, is secure in knowing it has the
funds—the return from invested principal of its endowments—to keep
the school open and excelling far into the future.
For a donor, the alternative to an endowment gift is what is often
referred to as an “ordinary gift,” one that may be spent immediately
and in its entirety, or in other ways as directed by the donor. An
ordinary gift may be given for general use or restricted by the donor
boat, or fund a one-time campership.
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To stay up-to-date on Giving
Loons Day and ensure you don’t
miss your chance to contribute to
this year’s matching donation, be
sure to follow us on Facebook and
Instagram.

#

GivingLoonsDay (our twist on
Giving Tuesday) has become a
camp tradition thanks to our
Clearwater Community! For the last two
years, we have succeeded at meeting and
exceeding our matching donation, thanks
to all of you! Donors include alumnae,

Online donations:
www.clearwatercamp.org/donate-or-pledge
Send a check in the mail:
Clearwater Camp
P.O. Box 152
Minocqua WI 54548

(continued from page 5)

Staff Toast: Stephanie Domijan

“IT’S TIMES LIKE THESE I WILL RECALL…”

L

ife is made up of a million tiny moments. Times you remember
and times you forget. There are big things, like birthdays, and
holidays…but at camp, everything is a big thing. Getting a letter
in the mail, cookies at lunch, and even getting served grilled cheese for
dinner. It is these little things at camp that keep us coming back every
summer. Each moment at camp sticks with us – the good, the bad, the

dad and I came for a tour. Sunny and Annie B. immediately greeted us.
Our new multi-function building, the Main Sheet, houses linens,
stores costumes and is the package pick-up point.

Attention was given to the Dining Hall
with two important building projects.
One was the installation of new outdoor
staircases for the two side entrances
of the Dining Hall. This was a welcomed
improvement for the staff-only entrances.
Also, a new outdoor grilling deck for the
kitchen staff was built. This dedicated
grilling deck sits behind and separate from
the Dining Hall, providing the proper set up
to create delicious grilled meals.
The ongoing project of raising roofs in
our screen cabins is complete. Improved
air circulation and an overall openness

T

he big news this summer for
Buildings and Grounds was the
addition of a new, multi-function
building called the Main Sheet. With a nod
to the primary purpose of the building,
the Main Sheet houses camp linens, it
also serves as costume storage for our
thriving theater program, and is the place
where campers pick up packages. The
Main Sheet is a 420 square foot structure
located just past the parking area behind
the maintenance shed. In keeping with
the look of other camp buildings, the
Main Sheet has the same deep green
siding and red roof. It was also built as a
raised structure, allowing it to be moved
to another location, if necessary.

who enter the cabins. With all cabin roofs
now up-to-date, we are on a very healthy
rotation of doing new roofs when needed.
Additional cabin work included numerous
island cabins getting a fresh coat of
Fifteen new bunk beds with 30
new mattresses completed our island
beds upgrade.

Thanks to our Buildings &
Grounds Committee, and their
ne work on all projects, everyone
sleeps better (literally).

traditions at Council Fire, Annie B. picked up a piece of birch bark, taught
property, I was learning hard skills by one of the kindest people to walk
this earth. I will never forget the warmth I felt while at Clearwater for my
Five years ago, I came back as a Leadership after not being at camp the
previous four summers. I didn’t remember a single person nor did they
remember me. If you ask anyone from my Leadership year, they will tell
was that I sat in a big red wing chair in the Oaks with my knees curled
up and stayed pretty silent. The only thing I had going for me was that I
was the only Leadership lifeguard. So, I spent the summer on the water,
teaching people how to swim. It wasn’t until Britt-Marie took me under her
wing, that I began feeling comfortable at camp. The little things such as
asking me how I was, inviting me to sit with her and her friends at cookout,
and playing tennis during generals that allowed me to slowly open up and
be my normal self. It’s times like these I realized how one person can
make a difference in your life.
When I joined staff in 2015, the running joke was me, Domijan, being in
charge of campers. The idea seemed crazy. I feared failure, I feared being
disliked and being the bad guy, but those fears were quickly eliminated
when the entire Cape, and eventually all of camp, began referring to me a
forever be my children.
Stemming from the foundation built 85 years ago, some may think
Clearwater is the way it is because of the way the sun majestically rises
and sets over the lake, the serenity that comes from sleeping in the cabins
and being surrounded by hundreds of beautiful pine trees, or all the fun
activities and opportunities you are exposed to. But while the physical
place itself is beautiful, and the adventures are endless, it’s the people
who have made each summer at Clearwater unforgettable. From being
makes it her mission to make a connection with everyone. Watching Liz
sing a solo in the dining hall or join in playing campers vs. staff basketball,
it’s times like these, I know I am leaving Clearwater in good hands.
When I look back at the past six summers, it is hard to believe that I went
from being the girl who sat in the big red chair in the Oaks, to the person
I am today. It’s hard to explain to the outside world how much Clearwater
today, but I know that you all understand. You get it because you too have
been taught, looked up to, pushed out of your comfort zone, and been
accepted. You all have created your own memories that shape not only
you, but also collectively shape the safe environment we call home.
Clearwater Camp is so much more than just a summer camp to all of us.
Clearwater is a place full of laughter and songs. Clearwater is where you
learn to lead and serve others. Clearwater is a niche community where
you are given the opportunity to carve your own path. Clearwater is where

RAISE YOUR PADDLE!
HIT THE TRAILS! SET YOUR SAILS!
Once again, thanks to the generosity of our donors and the spring “Raise Your
Paddle” campaign, several of our camp programs were enhanced by new gear

I will never forget the memories I have made here, and I know
that I will miss each and every one of you. Thank you everyone
for giving me such a special place to call home. Thank you for
the millions of tiny moments I will remember forever. Because
it’s times like these, here at camp, that I will recall for the rest
of my life.

and equipment. Our very popular biking activity received:

4

x

NEW MOUNTAIN BIKES

15

x

NEW HELMETS

10

x

NEW BACKPACKS

Because of donations unrelated to the “Raise Your Paddle” campaign,
purchased to replace aging sailboats. Now known as the Atalanta and
the Bigfoot Too, these sailboats certainly liked their new home on Lake
Tomahawk since they were the ones that usually won the regattas!
VOYAGEUR 2018
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Working with Bill for 16 years has been great. I
love his sense of humor, admire his integrity, and
appreciate his knowledge of all things Clearwater,
his generosity and sense of priorities in life.
—

STAFF PRO FIL E:

By Margot Beauchamp, JAC Member

I

n 1989, Bill Otto moved with his wife, Carol, from the
Milwaukee area to Lake Tomahawk, Wisconsin. A

the Boundary Waters at the age of eighteen. Soon after
moving to Minocqua, Bill and Carol arrived at church one
steps, calling out in a sweet, eager voice: “Are you the
Ottos? I’ve heard about you! I want to get to know you!”
Bill Otto and Sylvia “Sunny” Sommer Moore’s grand

Sunny had become a regular guest at the Otto home.
Every Thursday night, Sunny would join the Ottos for
dinner. Their home was a sanctuary for her to voice her
concerns, hopes, and dreams for Clearwater—a place for
her to unload “all things camp.” And later that year, Bill
found himself at camp, standing with Carol and Sunny
on the island before heading back over the bridge to
the mainland. As he looked out across the lake to the
waterfront, he realized his affection for the camp he had
heard so much about. It was then he said to Sunny that
if she ever wanted someone to help her out at camp, he
would love to be a part of such an amazing place.

Every Thursday night, Sunny would join the
Ottos for dinner. Their home was a sanctuary
for her to voice her concerns, hopes, and dreams
for Clearwater—a place for her to unload “all
things camp.”
Bill worked at a wildlife publishing company called
NorthWord Press (later known as NorthStyle). Since
moving to Minocqua, he had helped grow the company
from twelve to 125 employees, making it the third largest
employer in town. However, with its increasing growth
and changes, the company needed Bill to travel for work.
Deciding instead to prioritize his wife and four children
and their time together, Bill left NorthWord Press in 1997
without any idea what he might do next. As fate would
have it, Sunny came to Bill in the spring of 1998 and
asked if he would like to come and work at Clearwater,
starting with maintenance work around camp. By the fall,
Bill had transitioned to working at camp full-time, using
his previous experience to manage the many business
extends well beyond maintenance; he is Clearwater’s
Director of Operations.
Over twenty years later, Bill continues to carry on
Sunny’s legacy. Furthermore, he honors her predecessor,
Clearwater Camp’s founder: Sarah Holiday Sprague, or,
as she was better known, Halokwe.
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Both Halokwe and Sunny are immortalized
in the history and culture of camp, anchoring
traditions and continuing to inspire future generations
of Clearwater families. His keen eye to Clearwater’s
established values is more crucial than ever as
Clearwater has grown over the last few years. In fact,
one of the most commonly heard comments at the
recent 85th reunion was that “camp looks and feels
the same, but it’s as if it’s had a face lift.” Bill has been
instrumental to this delicate balance of improving
and restoring the quality of camp while preserving
everything as it has been since the 1940s and 50s.

Camp is, as Bill says, a privilege. He does
not see his job as something he has to do, but
rather, something he is fortunate enough to be
able to do.
In discussing this further, I offered Bill two proverbial

with a wish for yourself—whether it’s skippering a boat

Bill is one of the most intelligent, wisest, most fun
and perceptive people I have ever met. He puts
great leader and mentor but trusted friend. We are
forever grateful for meeting Bill! He daily enriched
not only a Clearwater, but our lives as well.

When I think of Bill Otto I start to smile! He
encompasses all of the values that “The Colony”
members strive for. He is respectful, happy,
hardworking, thoughtful, smart, always willing
to help, a “can do” guy, the list goes on and on. He
brightens everyone’s day that he meets!
— Jinny Cotherman, neighbor to Clearwater

Bill has a undying love for Clearwater. It almost
seemed like Don Jesse morphed into Bill Otto, as it
seems like he has been at camp forever. He is such a
wonderful ambassador for Clearwater.
— Dar Loiselle, friend of Clearwater

pinecone symbolizes a wish for Clearwater.
relationships. He wants to continue to impact lives, not
only in making people’s time at Clearwater special, but
a role which marks him as someone who can be relied
upon and trusted—someone who is helping to make
a difference. The second pinecone holds Bill’s wish
that camp continues to be a place where we “can see
unconditional love in the way it was laid out by those
who came before us.”
Bill Otto’s generosity and kindness are evident in his
passion for Clearwater. Since the fateful meeting on
the church steps so many years ago, Bill’s dedication

Bill’s name is synonymous with all that we love
about the woods and the families with whom we
share Tomahawk Lake. Bill is a trusted friend to
many... With all the noise in the world today, it is
comforting to have Bill in my life.
— Tom Anderson, Tomahawk Lake Association
Board Member

already been granted—his impact on Clearwater as
a trustworthy, hardworking, and helpful individual
makes a difference in the lives of everyone he meets,
whether the person realizes it or not. As to his second
wish, with his love for Clearwater he honors those who
came before and helps to ensure that love will remain
for all yet to come.

relationships. The second pinecone holds Bill’s
wish that camp continues to be a place where we
“can see unconditional love in the way it was laid
out by those who came before us.”

Bill Otto and Melinda Pearce

THOSE WHO TOOK THEIR LAST PORTAGE
Clearwater Camp works to
remember and honor those
alumnae who have passed away.
We learn about alumnae through
the Clearwater network of family and friends,
memories. For these memorials, we use
materials including their published obituaries
and other remembrances from family and
friends. Please contact Clearwater if there is
an alumna you would like remembered by
the camp community through the Voyageur.
This year, we memorialize the following
Clearwater people:

ROBERT “BOB”
MCCLURE LINDHOLM

June 14, 1935–April 16, 2018

Robert “Bob” McClure
Lindholm was an artist,
a conservationist, an
attorney, and an outdoor
enthusiast. Fortunate for
the Clearwater community,
Bob was also an alumnus
from Camp Minocqua for
Boys who so loved the
shores of Tomahawk that in
1997 he and his wife, Joyce,
returned north.
Their travels north to Clearwater became a summer
ritual for eight years. During his time Bob was much
loved by all the Clearwater campers, especially the
younger ones. He often read stories to the Harbor
campers at the Harbor Fireplace or during rest hour
and there are rumors that Bob may have even stood
in when Santa could not make the trip to Clearwater
one July. For Bob, a warm and affable soul, the role
would not have been a stretch at all.
Today, Bob’s impact on Clearwater is tangible if not
always known. There is a generation of Clearwater
Daughters who credit Bob with instilling a love of
photography and some of the most iconic photos
cherished in our community are Bob’s images. He
captured photos that elicit gravel under footfalls
and the satisfaction of a long day’s paddle. Bob had
the kind of reverence for nature years of camping
in the Northwoods unmistakably engenders. He
spoke the language of a camper on Tomahawk in
photos—regardless of your generation, your age,
or whether one’s tie was to a beloved boys’ camp
of old or our thriving Clearwater. One of his most
iconic photos features canoe paddles hanging in
the boat house. The image was used on the cover
of the 2003 banquet book, and was also made into
a poster given to those attending the 70th Reunion
at the end of that summer. In addition, Bob made a
series of photographs illustrating the song “I Stood
on the Edge” from the 1996 Canadian trip. The photos
and music were pressed into a collection later by
Katherine Norris Kirt.
Bob was raised in the St. Louis area and spent
summers at Camp Minocqua as a camper in 1948,
1949, and 1951. He returned as a counselor in 1953,
1961, 1963, and 1965. He earned a degree in radio and
television production from the University of MissouriColumbia. After college he served his country
honorably in the United States Marine Corp., and
received his Juris Doctorate from the University of
Missouri Law School in 1964.

Bob served 21 years as an Assistant Attorney
General in Missouri where he did work for the
Department of Natural Resources and the Clean
Water Commission. His primary area of expertise
was environmental law and he lived what he
preached. In fact, his license plate read ‘SAVH2O’.
His work included helping the state transform the
abandoned MKT Railroad line into the state’s 200mile Katy Trail State Park.
Bob’s skill as a photographer was already
recognized before he retired from law. In 1986,
the Sierra Club awarded him the Ansel Adams
Award for Conservation Photography which honors
superlative photography that has been used to
further conservation causes. His photographs are
in private and public collections including those
of Ansel Adams who once complimented him on
his photography skills. He was happiest out in the
woods taking photos. In 2007, the Outdoor Writers
Association of America, awarded Bob with their
‘Jade of Chiefs’ award, its top conservation award.
In April 2014, Lindholm and University of MissouriColumbia anthropologist W. Ray Wood won the
National Cowboy and National Heritage Museum’s
Western Heritage Wrangler award for their
collaboration on the 2013 book ‘Karl Bodmer’s
America Revisited: Landscape Views Across Time’.
The book compares Bodmer’s early 19th-century
American landscape paintings with Lindholm’s
photographs of the same locations.
Left to honor Bob and remember his love are wife,
Joyce Mrkvicka Lindholm, Overland Park, KS;
daughters Christina (Chris) Lindholm Oxford, Mt.
Pleasant, SC; Lisa (Brad) Clark Heckey, Overland
Park, KS; and Kristin (Chris) Clark Gadsden,
Columbia, MO and 10 grandchildren.

LYNNE LAMMERS
VAN DYKE

May 5, 1943– May 2, 2018
Lynne was born in Evanston,
Illinois. As the only child of only
child parents, Frank and Virginia Lammers, summers
at Clearwater offered Lynne a sisterhood she had
not experienced before. Lynne attended Clearwater
as a camper from 1953-1956.
Lynne study at Smith College where she graduated
with honors in 1965 and earned the Phi Beta Kappa
award. Following her distinguished undergraduate
carrier Lynne went on to Columbia for her Masters
work in French Literature, and earned her MBA after
marriage to Gary Van Dyke in 1966.
Lynne and Gary resided in Bethesda, Maryland for
49 years. In Bethesda they raised the family Lynne
always wanted; three children, Alison, Jeremy,
Matthew and seven grandchildren aged 15 to nine,
all of whom she loved dearly. She had legions of
friends captured by her bright smile and the warm
love she gave each without condition.
Together, in 1978, Lynne and Gary founded
a company focused on software for securely
connecting global networks of computers (in the
very early days of the Internet). With Gary as CEO
and Lynne CFO they partnered to build a company
of 300 consultants. After 21 years Lynne and
Gary sold the company, Gary to start another, and
Washington Studio School in Washington, D.C.
Painting in oils was one more thing at which Lynne
became accomplished. Lynne also sang with the
Choral Arts choir under the direction of Norman
Schribner, at the time. Lynne passed away this
May—three days before her 75th birthday.
continued pg.12 >
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HEIDI BOWLES
KENNEY

March 13, 1972 –
September 10, 2018

Heidi Bowles Kenney,
passed away on Monday, September 10,
2018 at the age of 46. She was born in
Peoria, Illinois on March 13, 1972, the
daughter of Wendy Wood Bowles and
James Bowles.
From early on, Heidi was determined to
become a doctor. She earned a Bachelor
of Science in Biology from Washington
University in St. Louis, Missouri, and a
Master of Arts in Molecular Biology from
St. Louis University in St. Louis, Missouri.
She received her Doctorate of Medicine
from Southern Illinois University School
then completed an internship in Internal
Medicine followed by a residency in
Diagnostic Radiology, both at University
of New Mexico Health Sciences Center in
Albuquerque, New Mexico. She continued
her training with a fellowship in
Cardiothoracic Imaging at the University
of California San Diego. After her
medical training she dedicated her entire

two summers, 1984-1985, and a counselor
from 1993-1996. Anyone who spent time
with her was immediately drawn in by her
energy and love of life. Throughout her
college years, Heidi was a counselor and
ran the waterskiing program. During the
day she could be seen at camp teaching
as they learned to ski and at night
performed in the Minocqua Bat Ski Show.
She was loved by campers and counselors
alike for her unbounded kindness,
constant smile, and beautiful spirit.
She was fortunate to fall in love with
a man who shared her love of the
Northwoods and married Charles Kenny
in May 2004. Heidi was a loving wife,
mother, and physician who was passionate
about all the things she cared about—her
family, her work, her friends, volunteering,
traveling, or cooking (no one could make a
She is survived by her husband and two
sons, Charles and Nicholas. She is further
survived by her parents, sisters Jamie
Bowles Christophersen (Matthew) and
Susannah Bowles Neville (Jonathan),
three nieces, and three nephews.

Wisconsin as a radiologist in the Body
Imaging Section.
Heidi spent many summers on the shores
of Tomahawk Lake. She was a camper for

The joy we’ve had in knowing you
will last our whole life through.

continued from pg.4 >

Carol Slack

Years at camp: 1987-1988
“This past year, my partner, Lisa and I
relocated from Tampa, Florida to Kansas
City. After 28 years living in Florida, it
was time for me to return to Kansas to
elderly parents. It all happened rather
quickly—putting our home on the market
and receiving an offer 3 weeks later! We had
and well wishes from friends and Lisa’s
family. We packed up and relocated on
our own dime (lots of them!), and drove 2
days to Kansas City. My sister and brotherin-law welcomed us and provided their
“lower level” = basement as our home
for 2 months! We were on a mission to
secure a home of our own, all the while Lisa
was securing her licenses in both KS and
Missouri and searching for employment in
a very different and competitive Hospice
system. The courage of this journey
was heavily on Lisa. I kept my same job
and worked from my sister’s home. Lisa
has secured full time Social Worker position
with a KC Hospice organization. Now over
a year in our new surroundings and settled
into a home—we have found a wonderful
church home, enjoying the beauty of the
area and change of seasons while balancing
life and commitments near my family.”

Adrienne Testa

Years at camp: 1998-2011
“Camp taught me how to say yes to things
that scared me. Over the past few years I
said yes to a trip to England and France,
I’ve said yes to love, I’ve said yes to
starting a new job, and I’ve said yes to
believing that I am enough. Some days are
smooth, some are rocky, but that’s why
they call it an adventure! Adventure is not
always a destination, sometimes it comes
in the form of personal growth, which takes
a lot of courage.”
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Family Camp Group Photo, 2017

Who says adults can’t have
as much fun at Clearwater as
the campers?
Your whole family—boys and men
included—can take advantage of the
wonders of the Northwoods, the joy
of camp activities and the sense of
accomplishment at the end of a full day
at Clearwater’s Family Camp.
of fun and relaxation for the whole
family, groups of friends or individuals.
Family Campers stay in our quaint, rustic
cabins, enjoy home-cooked meals in our
Dining Room and relish the fun activities
available each day from sailing, to riding,
to waterskiing. Special events include

activities like cookouts, ‘smores around
the Min-Aqua Bats waterski show.
This summer Family Camp 2019 will
be held from Sat. Aug. 10 to Wed. Aug.
14, after the close of the regular camp
season. Rates and more information
are available on our website at
www.clearwatercamp.org. You can
also contact camp at 715-356-5030
or info@clearwatercamp.org for more
information. Families and individuals
are welcome to attend for any or
all days.

We hope to see you, your
friends and family there!

Haley Waud

Years at camp:
1998-2004 camper, 2006 leadership
2008 counselor
“A year ago this month, I came up with an
idea that I believed would help people
who use walkers walk better. As a Physical
Therapist, I had no experience with
designing products. I went to a nearby
Joann Fabrics and created a prototype.
After using it for months during each of
my patient’s Physical Therapy sessions...
lo and behold, it worked! I wanted to get
the product out into the world so that I
could help more people, but didn’t know
where to start. After a lot of research,
contacting people with experience in
product development, and getting a
mentor, I moved forward with a patent
application. I learned about the process of
licensing and began contacting companies
who might be interesting in licensing this
product from me. By March of 2018, I had
a signed contract with a company in New
Jersey. After months of waiting for it to
be manufactured, the Walker Belt was
launched at the beginning of this month!
A year after the initial idea and I have a
product out on the market, many more in
the pipeline, and a coaching business where
I help other independent inventors turn
their ideas into a reality. I couldn’t be more
excited to have taken a step in a direction in
was the right path for me.”

IMPORTANT DATES
FEBRUARY
15
APRIL
15

Campership
applications due
Remainder of
camp tuition due

MAY
15

SPOTS AVAILABLE FOR 2019!
Clearwater Camp is for girls and young women
ages 8 to 16 (summer 2019). Our two-week
program for girls from 2nd to 4th grade who
have never been to Clearwater before is another
available option. Camp tours are available all
summer long for families. If you would like a tour,
or know of family or friends who would like more
information, please contact
Melinda Pearce at Melinda@clearwatercamp.
org
(715) 356-5030. There
is also more information and an inquiry page
to request a mailed information packet on our
website www.clearwatercamp.org.

Registration deadline
for Memorial Day
Work Weekend

24-27 Memorial Day
Work Weekend
JUNE
19

Camp Season 2018
Opening Day!

JULY
03

First two-week
session ends

13

First session ends

15

Second session starts!

29

Second two-week
session ends

AUGUST
8

Second session ends

10-14 Family camp!

connect with us!

www.facebook.com/groups/clearwatercamp
www.facebook.com/CC4Gfans
www.linkedin.com/groups/5121721
instagram: @clearwater_camp

Katie Wilcox

Years at camp: 2001-2011
“
school, I have decided to take a quick detour
and spend a year living in rural Guatemala,
where I am developing a prenatal care
curriculum for women’s health care
workers and interviewing indigenous Maya
Guatemalans on their experiences with
health care and chronic disease. I would not
have had the courage to make such a move
if Clearwater hadn’t planted the seed of
adventure in me at such a young age!”

The Voyageur is a yearly publication of
Clearwater Camp for alumnae, staff and friends
of the camp. Every effort is made to include all
submissions sent via the camp website or by mail.
During the year, if you have a change of address,
want to change your mailing preferences, or
have other information that Clearwater needs to
know about, you can update your information on
the Clearwater website at clearwatercamp.org/
alumnae/update-your-info/. You may also mail or
email your changes, if preferred.

stay in touch!
Mail:
Clearwater Camp
PO Box 152
Minocqua, WI 54548
E-mail:
info@clearwatercamp.org
Clearwater Camp:
www.clearwatercamp.org

