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Fun, folly and friendships on the shores of Tomahawk Lake!

CAMPERSHIP PROGRAM GOING
STRONG IN EIGHTH SUMMER
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This year, Clearwater’s
Campership Program plans
to give away more than
$18,500 in camperships to
at least 11 campers, for a
total of more than $90,000
awarded since 2008.
In the first three years, only
one campership each year was
awarded for $1,500. A generous
anonymous donor funded

LIZ EMBRACES CLEARWATER ADVENTURE,
HITS THE GROUND RUNNING
Somewhere, Halokwe is smiling.
several of the later years, as
well. In recent years, Clearwater
has made it an annual tradition
to reserve 25 percent of all
unrestricted funds that come
in during the holiday season
to camperships the following
summer. Many holiday season
continued pg. 2 >
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learwater’s founder Sara
Holiday “Halokwe” Sprague
— and new Executive Director
Liz Baker’s great-grandmother
— would be pleased by how the
longtime Clearwater alumna has hit
the ground running since starting
her new job in mid-September:

Four camp fairs, five “Meet
Liz” parties with alumnae, nine
recruitment gatherings, more
than 10 meetings with friends and
supporters. To do all this, Liz has
crisscrossed the country, from
visiting Minocqua and Chicago
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hat started humbly with
a $1,500 award to one
camper in 2008 has
since grown into a proud annual
tradition for Clearwater, with
money raised each year through
the Annual Holiday Giving
Campaign going toward our
growing Campership Program.
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donors also restrict a portion or all of
their gift to the Campership Program.
Any funds not given away each summer
help seed the campership program for
the following year.

JOIN OUR LINKEDIN GROUP!
Looking to network with women who share
similar backgrounds and interests?
Join Clearwater’s nascent LinkedIn group. There, we
hope Clearwater Daughters will network, forge new
friendships and find opportunities from within our
community. The group can be found by searching
LinkedIn for “Clearwater Camp for Girls Alumnae.”
Stay tuned for other Clearwater alumnae initiatives!

Camperships aid campers
young and old, new and veteran.
Through the years, almost 50
camperships have been awarded
to campers representing 10 states,
although most come from Illinois.
If you are interested in learning more
about our Campership Program, please
call the camp office at 715-356-5030.
If you are interested in making a
donation to the campership program,
please contact Director of Development
Ruth Igoe at ruth@clearwatercamp.org
or 773-732-2901.

Get those leeboards humming!

Current camp families gather at the Indian Hill Club in Winnetka, IL in October.

Liz visits with JAC members including Adrienne Testa (right)
and Stephanie Cotherman (left).

LIZ EMBRACES CLEARWATER ADVENTURE, HITS THE GROUND RUNNING
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

several times, to St. Louis, to Minneapolis, to Colorado
and even a recruitment gathering in her home state
of Massachusetts.
All this in addition to making sure Clearwater Camp
is getting ready for a fantastic summer in 2015.
It’s been a whirlwind few months, but the Clearwater
community has rallied around camp’s new leader who is
providing newfound energy, vision and direction for the
tasks of recruitment, hiring, fundraising and more.

“It has been such a joy for me to meet so many
of our campers, camp families, alumnae and
friends these past few months. They have all
contributed so much to Clearwater’s unique
culture, generations of success and bright
future,” Liz said.
“Along the way, I have loved hearing the stories of
camping trips, cabin antics, personal achievements and
activity adventures that make me look forward to this
summer to come.”
In addition to her impressive Clearwater pedigree that
includes years as a camper and counselor, Liz comes to
the job of executive director from a career well-suited
to the position. Liz brings almost 20 years of nonprofit
professional and management experience, working in
child and youth development throughout her career. Liz
counts herself as passionate about furthering the social,
emotional, academic and physical development of young
people. Liz said she pursued her career as a direct result
of the inspiration she found after her years as a leader of
Clearwater campers.
Among Liz’s recent career experience is nine years as
executive director of the nonprofit Youth Center Inc. in
Adams, MA. There, Liz worked closely with a board of
directors to guide everything from strategic planning to
the daily administration of the organization that included
2
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summer camps, activities, classes and a drop-in center.
Most recently, Liz worked for almost four years for the
Pittsfield, MA Public School System as their 21st Century
Community Learning Centers District Coordinator. In
this role, not only was Liz the program administrator, she
also supervised programs that were creative, innovative
and provided young people with hands-on, project-based
learning experiences to stimulate curiosity and enhance
critical thinking skills.
Liz has a bachelor’s degree in psychology from the
Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts and a master’s
degree in communication and information management
and a graduate certificate in nonprofit management from
Bay Path College.
From 2008 to 2013, Liz also served on the Clearwater
Camp Foundation Board of Directors, when she stepped off
to apply for the executive director position. The Foundation
board selected Liz as the new executive director after a
nationwide search in the summer of 2014, which included
many well-qualified Clearwater Camp alumnae as applicants.
Liz’s Grand Tour for Clearwater kicked-off in the Chicago
area in October, when she was kindly feted by the Boles
family that hosted an event for current camp families at
the Indian Hill Club in Winnetka, IL. The Clearwater spirit
infused the event, where about 30 campers and parents
mingled, then sat in a circle to introduce themselves and
say something they love about Clearwater, then hear some
introductory remarks from Liz herself.
That event set the tone for the events that followed,
including three festive gatherings with the Junior Advisory
Committee, a few “Meet Liz” events for alums out in
Colorado, and the numerous recruitment gatherings, fairs
and personal meetings with alumnae, friends and supporters.
During this time, Liz also headed to the Northwoods
for a weeklong visit with staff there, including Summer
Director Laurie Smith, Director of Operations Bill Otto,
and Office Manager Melinda Pearce. Tasks Liz completed
amidst the colorful autumn trees included a walk-through

Liz attends a camp fair in Elmhurst, IL.

of camp to assess property needs; an evaluation of the
Harbor bathrooms with the goal of renovating them all in
the future, starting with Buoy in the spring; and working
with Laurie and Bill to prepare the coming year’s budget for
staff and programs.
Whether it is appearing at camp fairs in school gyms or
speaking to groups in camper family living rooms, Liz has
relished her time on the road. All of it has only made her
look forward to her first summer as executive director that
much more.
“As I’ve met people and heard their stories of camp, it
has also made me relive my own fond memories along
Tomahawk Lake. All of those happy memories combined
have made me love Clearwater that much more.”

“In true Clearwater fashion, I can’t wait to
embark on my own new adventure in the
Northwoods once again.”

ALUM’S CAREER TAKES FLIGHT
AS SOUTHWEST PILOT

Triste Percival Frederick in the flight deck.
ALUMNA PROFILE:

TRISTE PERCIVAL FREDERICK
Long known as a sailing, waterskiing and
otherwise athletic standout at Clearwater Camp
in the late 1970s and 1980s, alumna Triste
Percival Frederick had graduated from UCLA
in 1989 with a degree in sports physiology and
was applying for graduate schools in physical
therapy when a friend took her flying. That
experience changed everything.
Triste went on to get her private pilot’s license and learned
that the military would pay for flying instruction while
providing the opportunity to help people.
“I love to be outdoors. To be inside in a hospital environment
would not appeal to me,” she recalled. “I thought: Wow, the
military pays you to fly? I had an old sentiment of military flight
school where people are screaming at you. It wasn’t that at all.
It was very professional.”
The Dallas native went on to enroll in 17-week U.S. Coast
Guard Officer Candidate School. There, recruits were
allowed to choose career fields. Triste applied to flight
school and was accepted, perhaps because she already
had her pilot’s license. She went on to San Francisco as a
Lieutenant Junior Grade where she flew helicopters for four
years. Her jobs were largely search and rescue operations,
although the Coast Guard would work with numerous other
government agencies on everything from geological surveys,
to transporting research scientists to remote locations, to
searching for illegal drug operations.
“It was phenomenal,” Triste recalled. “I think any Clearwater
Daughter would say that camp convinces you to do stuff to
your true heart’s content, to be independent, to do things you
never thought possible.”

After getting married to her husband, Bill, in 1997, who
was a helicopter pilot for the U.S. Navy, Triste transferred
to U.S. Navy flight school in Florida, so that she and her
husband could be together at the same location. After three
years as a flight school instructor, she transferred to the
U.S. Navy Reserves. She spent 15 years as an instructor at
Navy flight school and ultimately retired as a Commander
in the U.S. Navy Reserves in 2013.
After a series of cross-country moves with her husband
and growing family of three children, Triste transitioned
to being a part-time pilot with AirTran from the family’s
home in Virginia. She made about one trip a month for
AirTran, with her mother-in-law helping out with childcare.
Southwest Airlines bought AirTran in 2011 and Triste made
the transition to piloting for Southwest in 2014.
Now, Triste and her family are back living in the Dallas
area where she is a 1st Officer at Southwest Airlines flying
737 passenger jets, which carry between 123 and 175
passengers. Triste generally works three days a week,
usually on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. She flies
anywhere from one to four domestic legs a day all over
the country. Her duties range from everything from “preflighting” the airplane, where she does a physical inspection
of the aircraft body and functioning; operating the radio
while someone else pilots the plane; or piloting the plane
herself while her flight deck team member operates the
radio. Bill also retired from the military and is employed as a
helicopter flight instructor at Bell Helicopter.
According to the International Society of Women Airline
Pilots, about 97 percent of all commercial airline pilots
in the world are men, with approximately 4,000 women
pilots, compared to 130,000 men. Triste may be a pioneer,
but she approaches her work with respect, humility and
seriousness. Although Triste said the piloting world in the
military or commercial aviation sometimes feels like a
“good ole boys club,” Triste said she has not encountered
any overt bias and takes the male-oriented culture in stride.
“If you are just doing what you want to do, you put up with
the work environment. I don’t feel like I have to get out
there and be a big cheerleader.”

Through the years, Triste has worked hard to juggle her
career with her family responsibilities, which include three
children, daughter Sierra, 9, and twin boys Hunter and
Bryce, 7. She had a mother-in-law who could help out, an au
pair through the years and took several leaves of absence
from AirTran, one for 20 months and another for 9 months,
when her children were younger.
“The key for me has just been flexibility in my schedule and
options,” she said. “Or this career would not be sustainable.”
Triste was a Clearwater camper for six years in the late
1970s and early 1980s, a Leadership in 1984 and spent
another two summers as a counselor in 1987 and 1988.
Her dad and uncles had gone to Clearwater’s then-brother
camp on Tomahawk Lake, Camp Minocqua. Her mom
was a single mom, Triste recalls, “and I never would have
learned how to waterski or sail had I not gone to camp. I
wouldn’t have ridden a horse. Being at camp was doing
stuff I never would have had the opportunity to do.”
Some of her favorite memories are on Sunday, when
campers would enjoy a relaxing morning, followed by a
contemplative Sunday Service, then the weekly regatta.
In recent years, as a tribute to her Clearwater roots and
her new lakefront home, Triste bought a small Butterfly
boat, which is similar to a C-scow, for herself on Mother’s
Day. She still treasures her Clearwater experiences,
memories and friendships.

“Be true to your heart and value those
friendships you’ve made at Clearwater. They
are very unique,” advised Triste, who still stays
in touch with far-flung camp friends.
“I’ve always, always valued my Clearwater experience. You
appreciate the values that you learn there. It’s authentic.
It’s not in this made-up, materialistic and consumerist
culture. The traditions that have continued there are
special. It’s a testament to the place.”

Southwest Pilot Triste Percival Frederick in front of a 737.

Celebrating 5 Years!
MEMORIAL DAY WORK WEEKEND
FRIDAY, MAY 22 — MONDAY, MAY 25

C
Using power tools!

learwater will be celebrating its fifth
annual Memorial Day Work Weekend
this spring — and we hope you will join
us! Every year has provided a fun opportunity
to give back to Clearwater by volunteering
to help open and clean our beloved camp
before staff and campers arrive. Each year,
several dozen alums, friends and family
members have gathered for various tasks
including raking, painting, refinishing, power
washing, and general cleaning of vans, cabins
and buildings.

Volunteers enjoy staying in cabins,
catered meals and camaraderie
in the dining room, ‘smores by the
fireplace, free activity time and a
Sunday Service.
The group in 2014.

Refinishing oars.

There is even some special surprise swag in
the works for our anniversary!
The weekend is free for volunteers —
we just appreciate your sweat equity! If you
are interested, please see the registration
form on our website under “events” at
www.clearwatercamp.org/alumnae/
events/work-weekend/ or call camp at
715-356-5030. So that camp can provide
you its best hospitality, please RSVP ASAP.
If you have further questions or suggestions
for Memorial Day Work Weekend, contact
Clearwater at info@clearwatercamp.org or
via phone. Hope to see you there!
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Paddle-a-Thon organizer and JAC member Martha Brummitt, third from left, surrounded by some
campers and counselors on a Clearwater canoe trip.

PADDLE-A-THON FUNDRAISER
PLANNED DURING WORK WEEKEND

G

et your paddle on and join Clearwater
Camp in its exciting inaugural PaddleA-Thon to support camp. Sign-up in
teams of two or three people: two to row
or kayak or three to canoe. Teams pledge
any amount of money and have three
hours to raise it on Sunday, May 24. The
catch? Each team must have paddler(s)
cruising Lake Tomahawk while another
teammate makes phone calls to solicit
donations. Teams stop paddling once the
pledged amount is achieved. Sign up via the

Singing at the Talent Show.

contact — JAC member Martha Brummitt
— below and start to rally your friends and
family to support your team and camp on
Sunday, May 24. All proceeds go directly to
Clearwater Camp.
Interested in participating or have questions
about the Paddle-A-Thon? Contact Martha
Brummitt at marthabrummitt@gmail.com
or 414-731-0952. If you want to donate or
help sponsor a team contact Ruth Igoe at
ruth@clearwatercamp.org or 773-732-2901.

Enjoying arts and crafts.

Hit it!

Point Toast: Lucy Fogel

EXCERPTS FROM THE
2014 BANQUET TOASTS
Harbor Toast: Eve Stanley
A TIME WHEN DREAMS BEGIN

L

ast year I came to camp as a two-weeker. I had goals
for sailing, riding, tennis, swimming, canoeing and
kayaking. For example, I wanted to skipper. Even
though I was a two-weeker, I accomplished many of these
goals. To me, goals are like dreams because goals you work
for them and dreams as well. My dream when I am older is
to be a soccer player. I work hard for this dream. Clearwater
has taught me to be more confident. Last year I came to
camp knowing my goal was to be the best person I could
be. I was proud when I accomplished this goal. This year,
I came not knowing what my dream/goal was. One week
into first session I realized that your dreams don’t have to
be big dreams.

Your dreams can be small. For example,
speaking up for yourself. Clearwater helps you
take one more step closer to your dreams.

Cape Toast: Greta Mae Glowacki
WE’RE PROUD OF THE WAYS
IN WHICH WE’VE GROWN

S

ometimes at camp, I think about how much I’ve
grown. We all grow a lot at camp. It’s a time to get
away from technology and the world and just focus
on having an awesome summer with the people around
you. Being away from home, sharing a cabin and space
and trying new things help us to grow. Living on the island
helps us to grow. It brings a lot more independence. It’s
awesome, I mean, we can stay up later and just be free and
hang out. But, it is really a lot more that. We all learn to do
things and decide things by ourselves. We also live in a lot
closer quarters than on the Harbor. It’s a lot different than
back home when your sister hogs the bathroom counter.

We grow this way because we learn how to
live… well… together. I think the Cape has
helped all of us to grow. We have all gained
some very special friendships. We all have
grown together.

4
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LOVE IS FOR THOSE WHO FIND IT,
I’VE FOUND MINE RIGHT HERE

I

have sat at these tables and sang these songs for seven
years now, each year has been different and special but
one thing that has been certain is the love that I have
always found here.
I do believe that love is for those who find it. You have to
accept the idea of love before it becomes a reality. When
you first get to camp you may start by loving little things
like activities, mac and cheese and chicken fingers, and
grilled cheese and tomato soup.
Each year at camp the love for my friends, camp and
myself has morphed and strengthened. My first year
sailing class was well anticipated but not so well received.
The wind, looking back on it now, was perfect, the sun was
shining and my fellow Harborites were ready to go. We
waited under the sailing tree and Marty escorted me and a
few other girls to the sailboat. As we began sailing we also
began the normal act of heeling and that is when I lost it. I
did not understand why we were going sideways, I thought
for sure we were going over. I screamed and Marty tried
to explain to me what was going on. Evidently that is not
when I began to love sailing but it did spark my interest. I
think that interest is kind of love because it involves you
focusing a great deal of attention on something.
For years and probably even to this day I remain afraid
of sailing in some ways. As a young camper I would go
to class and not allow whomever the skipper was to heel.
As I grew and became a skipper myself I was much less
afraid but whenever I got back in the position of crew again
the fear resurfaced. Through all that time I have been on
sailboats that have had many accidents but my one fear of
tipping was never realized. Until two weekends ago when
I finally tipped, and just like everyone said all you need to
do is tip once and the fear is gone. My love of sailing grew
through all of those years and I loved it well before this
year when I tipped. Camp taught me you can love things
even when you are afraid of them.
During my time on the Cape I learned what it really
meant to love your friends. Friends at camp are truly
unique. Because you have to create a bond relatively
quickly; you also have to live with them. That friendship
grows and changes through your time at camp because
you learn how to work through things with them; there are
fights, hard times, and feelings that are hurt. All of those
things can happen in one day and still at the end of it you
can be best friends. Some of those friendships are kept
throughout the year and some are not. Still when you come
back the next year your friendship starts right back over at
the same place. Loving friends at camp is something that
comes more easily than at home because they are your
family for that time.

Another thing that I learned to love about camp while
I was on the Cape is the amount of craziness here. There
is always somebody that has something funny to say or
do that cheers you up when you are down or just makes
you laugh for no reason. The craziness is also contagious.
I consider myself a pretty much not-crazy, wild person,
but at camp you just have to embrace it. I love that camp
lets me show a side of myself that I barely know exists and
definitely does not show at home. I have been able to find
a part of myself that I love here and I also love that it is in
everybody else.
The Point has been a place where I have learned to find,
accept, and embrace the most love. One thing that I found
I loved on the Point was tripping. As a first year Point girl I
stayed seven weeks and went on both a regular hiking and
canoeing trip. On these trips I learned how to really be a
tripper, making me love it more. By really being a tripper
I mean I learned how to use the stoves and with that I
was given more cooking responsibility and responsibility
in other places like hanging the bear pack and picking
campsites. Those two trips solidified my love of tripping
and I would for sure call that something I had to find
because tripping is hard and something that is unknown
but it is so worth it to learn to love it.
My first long trip was Isle Royale. This was the most
amazing trip. I worked really hard but I also don’t think I
have ever had more fun and laughter. I found all sorts of
love on that trip, love of nature and the beautiful island I
was on, love of my friends, and love of the fact that I could
do hard things. The same year I went on Canadian. The
work that had to be done on the trip was hard. While at the
time I felt I would never find any appreciation for this trip, I
now look back and love it for a different reason than I have
loved other things at camp. I love it for making me prove to
myself that I can get through anything.
Here I am a fourth year Point girl and the love I have
found is unbelievable. In everything you do there is love
to be found. Look around you, all of these people love you
and would help you in any situation.

I have found that tough times bring out love
from people that is unexpected. Clearwater
provides a place where love is unconditional.
Love is for those who find it and I can honestly
say I have found mine right here.

BOARD MEMBER PROFILE:

JUDGE CLAUDIA ANDERSON

Judge Claudia Anderson

Claudia Smith Anderson had been working
in private practice as a family lawyer
for years when civic leaders around her
Danville, IL community approached her
and asked her to run for judge. In 1996, she
campaigned hard in a primary — knocking
on doors, attending events, shaking
hands — but lost. It was a tough blow, but
she threw her support to her opponent,
anyway, for the general election.
Her hard work and good deeds did not go
unnoticed. When a position on the bench
opened up in 1997, she was appointed. She
won the following election to keep the job as
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Judicial Circuit of
Illinois and has won retention ever since. She
is currently serving as the presiding judge in
the Juvenile Division in Vermilion County.

Claudia also serves as vice-president
on the Clearwater Camp Foundation
Board, which she joined in 2013. Claudia
is the recipient of numerous career and
civic honors, such as the Governor’s
Recognition Award for helping to achieve
permanency through adoption. She is
listed in the Fourteenth Edition of Who’s
Who of American Women. A member of
the Danville Rotary Club, Claudia received
the honor of being named a “Paul Harris
Fellowship” award winner.

Claudia believes her experiences
at Clearwater Camp gave her the
confidence, determination and
grit that ultimately allowed her to
persevere to her current position,
not to mention other challenges
along the way in her life and career.
“We all have our trials and tribulations. I
have been grateful for Clearwater teaching
me that I had the courage to do it. I had the
courage to do it because I had been taught
I could do it. I could compete,” Claudia
said. “Clearwater teaches you that you will
be OK if you win or if you lose. You learn
almost more from your failures as you do
from your successes. That’s true in life.”
Originally from Peoria, Claudia learned
about Clearwater from the strong
community of Clearwater Daughters that
lived there, including former Executive
Director Sunny Moore. Claudia and
Marcia, Sunny’s daughter, were friends as
kids. Carol Altorfer Vance’s family held a
Clearwater meet-and-greet in Peoria that
Claudia attended.
Her first year on the Harbor was in 1962

for seven weeks in the cabin Wake. One
of the first girls she met she is still good
friends with today. While she loved sailing,
Claudia could never get the knots down,
but she loved being an extended rider.
Claudia continued for several years as a
camper on the Harbor and Cape and then
was a Leadership in 1970.
Claudia recalls that her Isle Royale
long trip was a particularly formative
experience, a trip that was led by her now
fellow board member Jerry Robinson and
his wife Judy.
“That really taught me to stick with
things, don’t give up,” she recalled. “It also
really brought home to me that there was a
Lord. My spirituality kicked in. It was hard
to believe anything was so beautiful.”
Claudia met her husband Curt in high
school and she married him after her first
year of college. They relocated to Rockford,
where she attended Rockford College and
got a degree in early childhood education.
Together, they both decided to apply to
law school. They ended up attending
Gonzaga University in Washington State
from 1976-1978, where she graduated
cum laude, before moving back to Illinois.
They had three daughters, Breda, Celia
and Keira, who all attended Clearwater for
many years. Her daughter Breda, who was
also a counselor, today serves on the Junior
Advisory Committee.
“I can’t think of part of my life that
wasn’t influenced by Clearwater. I’m glad
it was around for my daughters. It was just
assumed they were going to Clearwater,”
Claudia said.
In her job as judge, Claudia is rotated
with other judges through the different
divisions in the judicial system. She arrives

HALOKWE’S WEDDING: A LETTER TO THE HOLIDAY CAMPS COMMUNITY
—From Halokwe’s Co-Director Mary V. Farnum (Kim)
October 23, 1931
The Oak Crest
Evanston, Illinois
Dear Holiday Campers:

Halokwe and Dr. Sprague

Clearwater Camp’s own dedicated,
volunteer historian, Sue Cottrell Ferguson,
found a treasure this year that we
wanted to share with you. Sue’s aunt,
Helen Mardorf, was a camper at the
very first camp that Clearwater founder
Sara Holiday Sprague had founded in
Hackensack, MN, called the Holiday
Camps. Among the mementos and papers
that her aunt had saved, Sue found a
letter where the type had faded so much
over the years it was barely legible.
However, Sue kept reading and discovered
that it was an account for the Holiday
Camp community of Halokwe’s marriage
to Dr. John P. Sprague, who founded
Clearwater’s former brother camp across
the lake, Camp Minocqua for Boys. And
the rest is history. With Halokwe’s greatgranddaughter becoming our executive
director this summer, we thought this
historical account would be particularly
fitting and fun to share. Enjoy!

to court at 9 a.m. each day where she
prefers to load her calendar with cases
steadily throughout the day and work her
way through until the end of the day.
“It’s not boring. It’s a really enjoyable
job,” Claudia said, although she noted that
it is a challenge to not take home thoughts
about some of the sad cases that she sees.
About 33 percent of United States active
district or trial court judges are women,
according to the National Women’s Law
Center, “which can be a challenge.” Claudia
said. “There is oftentimes a different standard
that applies to women as applied to men. “
In addition to her legal career, Claudia
also has a strong background in community
volunteerism. From 1984 to 1990, she
served on the board of the Danville Area
Chamber of Commerce, rising to chairman
in 1989 and 1990. She has also served as
president of the Danville Executive Club,
as a member of the St. Elizabeth Hospital
Advisory Board and the United Samaritans
Foundation public relations committee.
As when she was a camper, Claudia still
enjoys riding. She said she rides her horse
Harabi Red Pepper, a male Arabian Saddle
Bred mix, as much as she can. Although
trained in dressage, Claudia said she most
enjoys just riding out on the wooded trails
in her community.
Claudia still believes that, in addition to
nurturing self-confidence, Clearwater’s most
important lessons are the simplest ones.

“Accept differences. Be kind to one
another, “ she said. “That’s the
most important for success in life.”

After the wedding a reception was held in Senior Lodge. The
Lodge was lovely with great branches of pine and autumn
leaves and bittersweet. Dr. and Mrs. Sprague stood in front of
to dance and play bridge.
has the dining room been lovelier. Pine branches and masses
of scarlet and yellow leaves made a border around the windows

There have been so many inquiries about Halokwe’s wedding
that I’ve decided it would be fun to write a Fall Letter telling
you about it. Sara Gregg Holiday was married to Dr. John
P. Sprague on Saturday, September 12th, at Holiday Camps,
Hackensack, Minnesota. The week preceding had been hot as

had planned and done most of the decorating. The tables were
arranged like a hollow square with the head table in front of
the big doors. The senior piano had been brought over and
musicians played during the meal. The tables were decorated
with vines of ground pine, bittersweet and colored leaves.

o’clock the weather was perfect. The wedding took place on top

Glen had found pine logs, they looked hand carved where
the worms had made pathways across them, and had made

lake and woods looked as though they had been newly washed
and polished for the occasion. The white pines on the hillside
through which the gold of sunset shone, the reds and yellows
lake made a gorgeous setting. Two violins played softly in the
distance as Halokwe came up from her cabin to the hilltop. She
was accompanied by her aunt, Mrs. B. G. Repper of Burlington,
Iowa, her brother, John Holiday, Kim and Kate Wright.
Halokwe wore a wool dress of brown and tan and Dr. Sprague
white trousers and a dark coat. (I feel just like a society
reporter at this point.)
Getting ready for the wedding was much like getting ready for
the opening of camp in June. Cabins, lodges, grounds and dining
room all were cleaned and put in perfect order. Guests began
coming by Thursday and many remained until Sunday afternoon.
Halokwe and Dr. Sprague attended. Kate Wright, Leona Lindjham,
Mildred Read, Ducky Roberts Whiting, and Mary Jean Forbes
Hartman represented the counselor staff. Edith Kempthorne
present as well as several other camp directors.

candelabra, in shades of bittersweet, and candles in sconces on
the walls lighted the dining room. Nut cups on colored leaves
with pine cones and tiny sprigs of balsam, colored doilies in
green, yellow and bittersweet and boutonnieres for all the
guests of golden rod, pine and bittersweet carried out the Fall
color scheme.
All of camp should have been there to view and eat the cakes.
There were three huge ones. Dr. Sprague’s cook had made one,
our Mrs. Pauleen made one, and Mrs. John Holiday brought a
towering angel food made of twenty-seven eggs.
Halokwe and Dr. Sprague left in the early evening for Grand
Rapids and on to the Canadian border for a canoe trip. They
Lake, Alpine and Cyprus to Knife Lake. They saw a moose
two guides. Now they are on a southern and Florida trip and
will be back in Evanston by Christmas.
Greetings to everyone and best wishes for a nice winter.
Sincerely,
Kim
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CHEF’S CORNER:

FROM-SCRATCH HOME COOKING

Deanna, her husband Paul, daughters Avery (right) and
Kate (left).

FINDING CLEARWATER CAMP

Head Chef Dave Prasse

G

ood news that Head Chef Dave Prasse will be
returning to Clearwater again this summer! This
will be his fourth anniversary as an honorary
Clearwater Daughter. He will be joined by other staff
from Sterling Food Service Management, a family owned
company which joined Clearwater in 2012. Sterling,
Chef Dave and his team believe in making almost
everything from scratch — including breads, sauces,
cookies and desserts — and avoiding processed foods
whenever possible.
For our Clearwater family, Chef Dave is willing to share
one of his most popular recipes. Chef Dave writes:

“ This is a great variation on traditional
French Toast and a favorite at Clearwater.”
“Very simple but very satisfying and the syrup is baked
right in so you really don’t need to add any extra either. Of
course, during camp we increase this recipe by...A LOT!”

OVEN FRENCH TOAST

(serves 16)

Ingredients:
3 loaves French bread
5 large eggs
1 ¾ cups milk
1 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. nutmeg
½ tsp. cinnamon

½ cup butter, melted
1 ½ cups brown sugar
1 cup maple syrup

Instructions:
1. Cut bread into 1 ½” thick slices
2. Whisk together, eggs, milk, vanilla, nutmeg
and cinnamon.
3. Grease pans, then arrange bread in pans with cut
side up. Pour blended ingredients over bread.
4. Cover with plastic wrap and refrigerate overnight.
5. Melt butter, brown sugar and maple syrup in
microwave for 30-45 seconds and spoon onto
egg-soaked bread.
6. Bake at 350 degrees for 35 minutes.
7. Top with powdered sugar and serve!

Camp mom Dr. Deanna Conklin-Danao was kind enough not
only to host a recruitment gathering for us this fall but also
to write a beautiful testimonial about her daughter’s first
summer at Clearwater. We loved her piece so much that,
while we posted it on our website blog, we also wanted to
make sure folks saw it here. Deanna is a child psychologist,
so her words and insights are particularly telling that
Clearwater Camp has forged a wonderful place for girls
and young women, an experience that just cannot be found
elsewhere. As our camp family, friends and supporters, we
hope you will also continue to tell our story to your friends
and neighbors, so that Clearwater can continue to be a
vibrant, nurturing place for the next generation of campers.
By Dr. Deanna Conklin-Danao

S

ending our daughter Avery to summer camp was
not something that was on the top of mind for
either my husband or me. Neither of us had much
experience with camp growing up. However, when
Avery came to us saying she wanted to go to camp after
hearing about the great time a friend of hers had at
camp, it made perfect sense.
I am a project-oriented person by nature and jumped
into the process of trying to pick the right camp for our
girl. I knew I wanted an all-girls camp that provided a
supportive environment that encouraged kids to try
new activities, promoted personal growth and helped
campers to build friendships.
With those broad criteria, I scoured the Internet. I
talked with friends that had attended camp growing up
as well as those friends with daughters that were happy
campers. I received a lot of information and advice but
the bit that stuck with me the most was to find a camp
that had a higher percentage of return campers and also
had many former campers as counselors and to find a
camp that had a wide range of activities. This was a sign
of a strong sense of community and high satisfaction.
I considered a number of excellent camps and spoke
with some really wonderful people, but Clearwater
Camp definitely stood out.

One of the lines from the website — “helping
girls build confidence, adventurous spirits
and friends for a lifetime” — summarized
what I wanted for Avery and it had all of the
activities that I wanted her to experience.

What really made the difference for me though was
how friendly and inviting the staff was to my questions and
concerns. One of the questions I asked was how my quiet,
but very friendly, kid would bond with other campers. She
is a curious, engaging and energetic kid and she prefers
one-on-one time to big groups. Melinda walked me through
how the first couple days are designed to create a bond
within the cabin. She let me know that the kids are assigned
to tables at meals so no one feels left out, but that the
tables change so the kids can interact with everyone. The
atmosphere is inclusive and engaging, meant to draw out
kids in a comfortable way. As much as anything else, the
detail and warmth behind that answer made Clearwater an
easy decision for our family.
Fast forward to camp drop-off. She was one of the first
campers there and was a little nervous. However, everyone
we met was wonderful. Avery met her counselor, Thea, who
walked her around the camp and let her pick her bunk first
(top, of course). The camp was exactly what we hoped for
and by the time we left twenty minutes later, Avery was
all smiles.
Within days, letters detailing everything she loved (the
girls in her cabin, sailing, the food). When I picked her up,
my quiet girl climbed in the car and talked for 90 minutes
straight about camp. Her first words were, “I have to go for
3 1/2 weeks next year.” She cried herself to sleep for her
couple of nights home because she was “camp sick” missing
her new friends. For the rest of the summer and even now,
she will talk about a camp experience and can’t wait to go
back. This summer, she’ll also be joined by her younger
sister, who will be a first-time camper.
It would be easy to end my recommendation here and say
that Avery had a wonderful time, that the people were great
and that her experience was everything that she and we
could have hoped for. But it was much more than that. As
a child psychologist, it was surprising and gratifying to me
to see how much Avery grew developmentally over those
two weeks. Her increased comfort with independence and
trying new things was noticeable (as were her new table
manners!) — it’s something we continue to see today.

Clearwater Camp has been great for our family
and we can’t wait to get back there this summer.

Avery’s Harbor cabin photo.

YOUNG ALUM HELPS FORM JAC,
SERVED ON EXECUTIVE SELECTION COMMITTEE

JAC MEMBER PROFILE:

O

Sarah on a trip to Alaska in 2012.

ftentimes Clearwater Camp
parents worry about their
daughter’s job prospects if too
many years are spent as a counselor
before college ends. However,
young alum Sarah Stockslager,
30, credits her years as a veteran
Clearwater camper and counselor
with landing her first job, which has
since led to a successful eightyear career in human resources
with a pharmaceutical company in
Chicago’s suburbs.
During her first informational
interview with Astellas in early

2008, Sarah mentioned her time
as a counselor at Clearwater Camp
in Minocqua, WI. The interviewer’s
eyes lit up, he excitedly flipped over
her resume and started drawing
a picture of Tomahawk Lake and
camp, right down to the island
and bridge. He knew the area well
having spent summers there himself
and shared tales about his own
years as a camp counselor. In her
second interview, the same was
true: Her interviewer had also been a
camp counselor and she appreciated
Sarah’s “adventurous” spirit.

Sarah landed a job as a
temporary administrative assistant
in human resources, from which
she has since been promoted three
times and now serves as Senior
Human Resources Associate.

“I really think my experience
at Clearwater got me the
job, because they thought:
This girl can handle anything
— she’s been out in the
woods with 13-year olds,”
Sarah laughed.

“One of my bosses wrote in a
performance appraisal that: ‘She
gets senior people to do things for
her and believe that it is something
that they really want to do.’ I think
counselor experimentation helps
with that, motivating groups and
helping them understand why they
need to do something and be part
of something….being a camper
and counselor gives you a level
of perception about people that
other people don’t have.”
In addition to her five years as a
camper, a Leadership summer and
four years as a counselor which
included three years as Head of
the Point and waterskiing, Sarah
continued pg. 8 >
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A LETTER FROM THE FOUNDATION BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Clearwater Friends,
It’s the vernal equinox, and I am
writing this from the Northeast
where we are experiencing yet
another snowstorm. In spite of the
weather, the calendar indicates
that eventually summer will get
here. When it does, Clearwater
will be ready to welcome another
round of campers and counselors
to the shores of Tomahawk Lake.

More than at any other time
in my 15-year active affiliation
with Clearwater Camp, I
am filled with optimism and
confidence for the future.

We, as a camp community,
have come through several
large transitions and, because
of those challenges, are now
much stronger.
The organizational structure
and systems are tighter, the
relationships and community
more secure. The Foundation
board is working smoothly and
the committees are more effective
and efficient than ever before.
The Junior Advisory Committee
is busy, actively involved and
an important part of our future.
There’s a wonderful momentum
that has emerged as more
people feel that they can make

a contribution to sustain the camp
we all love.
Liz Baker, a lifelong Clearwater
daughter, will embark on her first
summer as executive director
this June. Many staff members,
including Laurie Smith, will
be returning to work with her.
Camper enrollment is higher
today than it was in May of last
year. The Leadership program
is fully subscribed. Of interest,
the two-week camper program
(now in its third year to attract
new campers), has an almost 80
percent return rate this summer!
Our beautiful facilities will always
need tender loving care but it
appears they have survived one
of the harshest winters on record.
When campers arrive in June,

those facilities will be clean and
ready to house everyone’s energy.
Let’s hope for a Diamond Day as
we start our 82nd season.
The most significant project in
front of the Foundation board for
2015 is strategic planning. The
last plan was approved in April
2011 and it’s time for another one.
Board members and alumnae
Nonnie Gilbert and Laura Sahn
Cover will be co-chairing the
strategic planning committee and
the process has already begun.
Just as we did last year with the
executive director search, we will
invite the camp community into
this planning process. Please be
on the lookout for surveys and
emails from the board.

Thank you to everyone who
has helped Clearwater reach
this stage. We’re in a stronger
position than we have been
in years, and we’re poised
to move into our future.
It looks bright!
With my gratitude,

Sarah Boles
President, Clearwater Camp
Foundation Board

A LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends of Clearwater,

Picture me sitting around a cozy
dining room table during a recruitment
gathering where the hostess brought
out her trip journal she had from 1977
and was reading it to the group. It felt
as if we were sitting around the warm
glow of Council Fire hearing the latest
trip sparks.
There was an ease and feeling of kindred
spirits of those who were sitting around that
table: two moms interested in Clearwater
Camp for their daughters, a seasoned
counselor, an alum who will have her first
summer as a counselor in 2015, a 2015
Leadership, a camper and a dad. Although
a diverse group of people was gathered, all
of us had a special connection and stories of
Clearwater Camp. There is a shared vision
and love of camp no matter what brought
each of us to the table.
Even while each one of us has our own special
experiences, the bond that binds us is that
each and every one of us loves camp, at a
deep, soulful level.
As I take on the role of executive director I am
privileged to be able to steward Clearwater
ahead, by bridging the past with the present
and seeing a very bright future for those girls

who have yet to experience the magic of camp.
For me, Clearwater is family. I am fortunate to
say that the founder, Sara “Halowke” Holiday
Sprague, was my great grandmother. I was a
camper for seven glorious years, a counselor
for three and a Foundation board member for
five. I like to think that my path to becoming
executive director began as a seed of family
history that bloomed last summer on my
birthday. I was reminiscing that morning how
I spent many birthdays at Clearwater Camp,
even on a canoe trip where the counselors
used a marshmallow and a matchstick to
make a “cupcake” and sang happy birthday.
These are treasured memories. The best
birthday present ever, however, was in July
2014 when Clearwater Camp Foundation
Board President Sarah Boles invited me to be
the next executive director. My first reaction
was a resounding “yes!” followed by tears of
joy. This was the best birthday present I could
have ever asked for: the incredible honor of
leading Clearwater Camp. Since then, there
has not been a moment when I don’t believe
this is the best job in the world.
Building new relationships and rekindling old
ones have been my top priorities during the
winter season. Since last September, so many
friends have opened up their homes so that
we may recruit new campers. I’ve discovered

that although it is my job to sell camp, parents
and current campers are the best promoters
of camp with their lively tales of summers
past. I’ve told many of the campers: “I’m
taking you on the road with me!”
I’ve also met with donors who share our vision
of tending to the myriad of needs camp has.
They are so generous, and you can see how
much camp has impacted their lives.
Lastly, I’ve met with countless staff members
and friends of camp at “Meet Liz” gatherings
as well as just popping by when I’m in their
hometown. They want to know that camp
is continuing to hold traditions true and see
what is new for camp down the road. I can
assure you that the year-round staff, the
Foundation board and I hold ourselves to the
highest standards when it comes to taking
care of our beloved camp. Can you imagine
all the people camp has touched in some
way over the last 82 years? I could fill up this
Voyageur with the stories I’ve heard these last
few months.
The Junior Advisory Committee is a group
of young professionals who have the desire
to lend their talents to camp endeavors.
What an amazing group! I’ve worked with
them on relations and operations, recruiting,
fundraising and marketing. The JAC has
brought rich dividends you have seen through

social media, the holiday campaign and
recruiting events. These women work so very
hard for the place they love so much, I can’t
thank them enough.
For me, telling the story of Clearwater Camp,
its history, my lifelong love of camp, and the
tangible and intangible benefits are as natural
as waking up each day. This first year is full
of wonder and I’m learning a lot about all
the parts of camp that Sunny made flow so
seamlessly for me as a camper. Thinking back
to sitting around that table I spoke of earlier,
I recall how we laughed at the mom’s story
of camping as a teenager. Do you remember
hiking and getting lost, only to find your way
again? Generations at that table could relate
to her story: we have been there when the
storm was raging against the tent; or when the
sunrise over the lake was so beautiful, peace
filled you in an indescribable way. I walk with so
many friends and sisters of Clearwater Camp
each day and I cannot wait for this summer to
play and grow along with the campers.
Warmly,

Liz Baker
Executive Director
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014
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JAC MEMBER PROFILE:
SARAH STOCKSLAGER

also graduated in 2007 from Miami of Ohio with
a degree in organizational communications. The
Northbrook, IL native is currently finishing up her
master’s in business administration from Loyola
University in Chicago, where she lives.
In her various human resources roles, Sarah
said her duties have been as varied and dynamic
as helping with recruitment, onboarding new
employees, leading diversity and inclusion classes,
providing career coaching to managers and
employees. In her current role, Sarah acts as the
main human resources contact for 200 people
and works closely with everyone from the entry
levels up to the executive team.
Sarah and her family discovered Clearwater
after vacationing nearby for several years at the
former Cardinal’s Lodge on Trout Lake. They
started to look at camps during one stay and
Clearwater was their last stop on their way out
of town. Annie B. Short, an alum and Executive
Director Sunny Moore’s longtime aide, gave Sarah
and her mom a tour, which was followed by a
meeting with Sunny in her office. The experience
sold her.
“I had a really good gut feeling about it. I
thought: This is where I want to go,” Sarah
recalled. “The thing I love about Clearwater is the
unconditional love. We find a way to celebrate
anything special about anyone. It’s a safe physical
and emotional environment where we are able to
try new things without fear of failure or judgment.
It’s a place where we can focus on good, pure
things without the peer pressure and the noise,
both literally and mentally. The way we create
well-rounded women is we give people a place of
unconditional love, it’s so important.“

YOUNG ALUMS:
GET INVOLVED
WITH THE

J.A.C.

Are you an alum who has
recently graduated from college
and is entering the workforce
or graduate school, but is still
interested in remaining involved
with Clearwater in some way?
The Junior Advisory Committee (JAC)
is a group of young alumnae who have
come together to support Clearwater’s
efforts in recruitment, fundraising and
communications, among other projects.
In their first two years of formation, the
JAC has become critical to our social
media outreach, has provided leadership
and volunteer phone solicitors for our
Annual Holiday Giving Campaign, and has
represented Clearwater at camp fairs.
For more information or to get involved,
please contact JAC committee chair
and Clearwater Camp Foundation
Board member Laura Sahn Cover at
214-642-5228 or laurasahn@gmail.com.

Some of Sarah’s favorite things about
Clearwater are her favorite cabin Topmost,
where she spent her years watching the traffic
go by as Head of the Point, and Sunday Service.
“I love the introspection that comes with
Sunday Service, which is different than the other
activities at camp. We do this in a space that is
the most beautiful and sacred space at camp,”
she said. “We have an opportunity to be still
and silent and to reflect on what is special and
important in our lives.”
An accomplished high school soccer player,
among Sarah’s capers at camp was the summer
she was recruited by her high school football team
that needed a kicker for the following season. At
an awards banquet, the football coach had seen
a highlight reel that featured Sarah the sweeper
booting the soccer ball far downfield. So, during
her Leadership summer Sarah would suit up and
practice kicking in the archery range.
During the following season, not only did Sarah
attend twice-a-day practices with the team, as the
only girl she also kicked extra points and held the
school record for the most extra points in a game.
“The thought never crossed my mind that
this would bring me fame in high school. I just
thought: I can kick far and I can help the team,”
Sarah recalled. “The boys were slow to warm
up to me, but they turned out to be my best
friends in high school and my biggest fans
and supporters.”
Sarah was then elected homecoming
queen and rode down the track at halftime in
her football uniform with a tiara to accept a
bouquet of roses at the 50-yard line. There
were even a couple of camp friends who drove
from a distant suburb to surprise her and cheer
her on during the game.
“I think my Clearwater experience gave me
the confidence to do all that. I never really
thought twice about it,” she laughed. Since her
years on staff, Sarah and several fellow young
alumnae who were no longer able to work at
camp in the summer, were looking for ways that
they could continue to be involved. Thus the
Junior Advisory Committee (JAC) was formed
in late 2013.
“The JAC was born from a need and desire to be
involved with camp in a new way, “ Sarah said.

The JAC is a group of women who want
to be involved with camp and have
something to offer in terms of career
skills or life skills. We enjoy being able
to give back in this new capacity.”
Since its establishment, almost 20 JAC
members have helped Clearwater with
everything from recruitment, to social media
outreach to fundraising.
Because of her human resources expertise,
Sarah was also asked to join the 5-person
executive search committee comprised
otherwise of board members that managed
the process and selection surrounding the new
executive director.
“I was able to use my HR knowledge to help
create a job description, an application, a survey
to our community and design the process,”
Sarah said. “It was my sweet spot and what I
really like to do.”

thank you Clearwater Camp
Foundation Board Members:

Sarah L. Boles, president
Claudia Smith Anderson
Laura Sahn Cover
Amanda Dunaway
Nancy “Nonnie” Gilbert
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Claudia Hoogasian
Melissa Moore Koengeter
Ray Liggett
Nancy Wright Neumann
Grace Moore Palmer
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Karen Brown Poehlman
Jerry Robinson
Alix Sommer Smith
Christy Anderson Stott
Danielle Vidinich Welch

Clearwater wouldn’t be where it is today without your support.

thank you!

DONORS TO THE CLEARWATER CAMP FOUNDATION

The following honor roll of our donors recognizes the substantial leadership and
commitment of individuals who have stepped forward to support the Clearwater Camp
Foundation. Please note that this report includes only those gifts received during
the past fiscal year from Nov. 1, 2013 to Oct. 31, 2014. We thank these individuals
and so many other alumnae, supporters and their families for their additional
pledges and support in the coming years.
ISLE ROYALE
$5,000 TO $9,999
Anonymous (2)
The Ceres Foundation
Nancy “Nonnie” Gilbert
Michael L. Igoe
James K. and
Michal S. Sommer
Melanie S. Sommer
Collette Taylor and
Rylie Tiemann
The Abra Wilkin Fund

PIONEERS
$2,500 TO $4,999
Earle M. and Virginia
Combs Foundation
The Day Family*
The Pickus Family*

FOUR WINDS
$1,000 TO $2,499
Aberdeen Charitable
Foundation (Midge
and Dan Anderson and
Christy Anderson Stott)
Barbara Annan
D. Douglas and Karen
Heymann Close
Bruce G. and Susan
Barnes Kelley
Marshall and Julie
Synhorst Linn
Karen Brown Poehlman
The Rees Family
Emily Kruglick Repperger
The Stott Family
Douglas and Suzanne
Schriber Swanson
Hobey and Carol
Altorfer Vance
David and Pam Waud

LEADERSHIPS
$500 TO $999
Curtis and Claudia Anderson
David and Sandra Boles
The Fiocco and
Truettner Family
Triste A. Percival Frederick
Ruth DeYoung Kohler
William J. Lawlor —
The Lawlor Foundation
Stephanie Matthews Lillios
Scott and Marjorie Moon
Jennifer Norris Peterson

THE POINT
$250 TO $499
Liz Baker
Peter and Kitty
McMahon Bartholomew
Joanne Altorfer Bowles
Laura Sahn Cover
Kate Dignan

Suzanne E. Matthews Escue
Debby F. Gray
Robert W. Haskins
Nevitt Nugent Jenkins
Kathryn Leigh Norris Kirt
David W. Lasier
Beth Owen
Maggie McCarthy Seely
Linda Altorfer Tullis
James and Susan
Larned Tweed
Bruce and Ellen Weisseg
The Wilcox Family

THE CAPE
$100 TO $249
Elisa Altorfer
The Applegate Family
Michael and Barbara Bartling
Kathryn Belsley
James and Joann Bertagnoli
Cara and Bob Bishop
Mark and Joan
McConnell Bond
Hollie Clay
Suzanne Coonan Conyers
Amy Taft DeLossa
Frances Adams Eberhart
Emily Egan
Paige P. Ellwood
Page Faegre
The Guequierre Family
The Landon Family
Katherine L. FitzGibbon
Joanne and John Gordon
W. and J. Hanna
Dorothy Hanpeter
Scott and Tammy Harmsen
Susan Schwalm Honaker
John and Marilyn Howard
Ruth Eileen Igoe
Don and Greta Janssen
Candice and David Johnstone
Ann Stambaugh Keener
Onnalee Kelley
William Kramer
Polly Larned
Keith and Zay C.
Rugland Lenaburg
Gary and Barbara Lyall
Peggy McMahon Mallett
Donna Faw and Jay W. Miller
Jane Patterson Mlenar
Jean Frances Montgomery
The Moore Family
Lisa and Jerry Moore
Betsy Taft Muhlner
Kirstin Nelson Newton
Nancy Wright Neumann
Bill and Grace Moore Palmer
Vicki Peacock

The Pothast Family
Scott Racette
Robin Sommer Reynolds
Maribeth Roberti
Jerry and Judith
Berryman Robinson
Walter S. and
Amelia M. Rugland
S. Zosia Schaer-Wittleder
Melissa Cover Selinger
Sarah Decker Sexton
Kate LaMantia Sherwin
David J. and Susan
Watters Steel
Daniel and Gayle
Campbell Sundt
Catherine M. Sykes
Margaret Shopen Thompson
Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans Foundation
Tierney Walsh
Dana Waud
Haley Waud
Ralph and JoLynn Wayne
Carrie Martin Wolf
Jackie Wolozin
The Worthington Family

THE HARBOR
UP TO $99
Anonymous
Siri Peterson Baker
Kellyanne Keeley Bezjak
Alice Brown
Martha Brummitt
Susan E. Berris Campbell
Barbara Rinderknecht Carver
Suzanna Goldblatt Clark
Elizabeth Clifford
Jennifer Close
Stephanie Cotherman
Leslie and Scott Decker
The Diefenbach Family
Shelley Sim Dorssers
Donna Draves
The Field and Spedden Family
John and Linda Finnegan
Emily Fowler-Cornfeld
Hilary Gardner Gessner
Lorraine H. Gunter
The Harris and Gregory Family
The Jones Family
Mike and Linda Kehart
Hannah Koch
Sarah Siegel Lubow
Joy Odell Macdonald
Lucille Magnusson
Aine Seitz McCarthy
Leslie Vance McClyman
The Miller Family
Heather Neier

HOLIDAY GIVING CAMPAIGN
HITS NEW HIGH

$

The Nowakowski Family
The Platt and Bernardi Family
Donna K. Ramsay
The Reames, Reames-Henry and
Dalton Family
Allyson Hillner Regnier
Joan Samson Robertson
Angela Seipel
The Shay Family

Emily Simon
The Sipes Family
Sarah Stockslager
Frances J. Tenison
Whitney Thomas
Dr. Gail Risse and
Dr. John Tobin
Tracy Topping
Martha Sommer Van Riper

Sarah Vazquez
Joan Lecoutour Weeks
Deborah Dickison Whidden
The Wiechers
and Prieto Family
Jodi Perry Yeager
Liz Holinger Zebro

HONORARY GIFTS
Giving gifts to the Clearwater Camp Foundation provides a meaningful way to
honor another alumna or friend. Gifts during fiscal year 2014 — November 1, 2013
to October 31, 2014 — were made in tribute or in memory of the following people:
MEMORIAL GIFTS
Evelyn “Betts” Bettendorf
Catherine M. Sykes
Mildred “Milly” Fischer Clifford
Elizabeth Clifford
Marcia Moore Dunaway
Robin Sommer Reynolds
Don Jesse and Sunny Moore
Shelley Sim Dorssers
Elizabeth “Bebe” Wing Matthews
Suzanne E. Matthews Escue
Stephanie Matthews Lillios
Sunny Moore
Debby F. Gray
Peggy McMahon Mallett
Jean Frances Montgomery
Steve and Michelle Rodriguez
Whitney Thomas
Margaret Shopen Thompson
Dr. Gail Risse and Dr. John Tobin
Martha Sommer Van Riper
Carrie Martin Wolf

Marilyn Joan Tisol
Michael and Barbara Bartling
James and Joann Bertagnoli
W. and J. Hanna
Candice and David Johnstone
Gary and Barbara Lyall
Scott Racette
Ralph and JoLynn Wayne
Bruce and Ellen Weisseg

TRIBUTES:
The Anderson Clearwater
Daughters: Breda, Celia and Keara
Curtis and Claudia Anderson
Kate Applegate
The Applegate Family
Liz Baker
Hobey and Carol Altorfer Vance
Louise K. Bone
Kathryn Leigh Norris Kirt
Edie Brown and Annie B. Short
Lorraine H. Gunter

Sarah Clay
Hollie Clay
Bill and Judy Cousineau
Earle M. and Virginia Combs
The Dignan Family Women
Kate Dignan
Chris and Kathryn Norris Kirt
Siri Peterson Baker
Ken McConnell
Mark and Joan McConnell Bond
Elizabeth “Beets” Loy McMahon
Peter and Kitty McMahon
Bartholomew
Laurie and Perry Smith
Sue Altman Campbell
Daisy Wallace
Deborah Dickison Whidden
Mary Westgate
Joanne and John Gordon

GIFTS IN KIND

VOLUNTEERS

Many Clearwater Camp Foundation supporters
share their generosity by donating goods,
equipment or professional services. A sincere
thanks to all who donated in-kind gifts of $100 or
more during fiscal year 2014.

For the Clearwater Camp Foundation, the work
of volunteers will be vital to help with numerous
activities, from administrative tasks to helping us
open up camp each spring during the Memorial
Day Work Weekend to planning special events. Our
heartfelt thanks to these following volunteers who
dedicated their time and talents to the Foundation
during fiscal year 2014, Nov. 1, 2013 – Oct. 31, 2014

Chris Conyers

Pam Kipper Gabriel

SPECIAL THANKS

The Clearwater Camp Foundation gives its thanks
to all of those photographers whose work has
graced publications like this one, including:
Stephanie Cotherman, Pam Kipper Gabriel, Bob
Lindholm, Aubrey Murdock, Grace Moore Palmer,
Molly Palmer, Melinda E. Pearce, Laurie and Perry
Smith and Adrienne Testa.
Our sincere gratitude also to Clearwater alumna,
parent and grandparent Chris Conyers of The
Design Group for donating considerable time
and talent to this, her ninth annual report for
the Clearwater Camp Foundation. For more
information about Chris and her work, please visit
designdsm.com.
MORE INFORMATION
For more information about how you can get
involved with Clearwater Camp, please contact
camp at info@clearwatercamp.org or
715-356-5030.

Abby Armstrong
Camille Bator
The Boles Family
Marcia Brosnan
Martha Brummitt
Jenn Close
Chris Conyers
Stephanie Cotherman
Laura Curran
Kelly Day
Donna DeMet
Kate Dignan
Jim and Sue Cottrell
Ferguson
Pam Kipper Gabriel
Suzanne Hartung
Melissa Heymann
Michael L. Igoe
Ian Lambert
Polly Larned
Dar Loiselle
Aine McCarthy

Emily McCarthy
Ruben and Briana
“Breezy” Winkler Melero
Lindsay Melsen
Aubrey Murdock
Laura Nelson
Kirstin Nelson Newton
Jess Platt
Jan Skaalrud
Val Skaalrud
Nick Stanley
Sarah Stockslager
Christy Stott
Liz Stovall
Jenny Spiel
Adrienne Testa
Lis and John Neil
Thompson
Susie Larned Tweed
Carol Vance
Mary Willerscheidt
Eliza Winkler

We printed the names of our donors largely as they came to us via mail or online donations, in some cases adding
those remembered maiden names and camp nicknames available to us from our files. We worked to honor those
donors who requested their generosity remain anonymous. If we inadvertently made an error, or you would like to be
recognized in a different way in the future, please just let us know. Send us an email at info@clearwatercamp.org.
* Our thanks to those generous donors who have committed to paying pledges in these amounts over time.

75,000

130+ DONORS

More than 130 individuals
and families stepped forward
during this past Annual Holiday
Giving Campaign to donate
just shy of $75,000, a marked
increase from the almost
$60,000 that was raised during
last year’s campaign.
Paddle, portage, travel on!

2014

Last year was the first year that
Clearwater leveraged the energy and
enthusiasm of a small army of several
dozen volunteer callers as part of a
growing annual effort.
This year, as part of the increasing
role of volunteers in the annual initiative,
Junior Advisory Committee fundraising
leaders Liz Stovall and Adrienne Testa
led staff and volunteers through an
engaging and interactive training
session before calling started.
The funds raised during the Holiday
Giving Campaign will help Clearwater
refurbish the Dory fireplace and
remodel the Buoy bathroom before
camp starts and, in the fall, paint the
Boathouse, Rest Cabin and Deck.
Clearwater will also be able to provide
$25,000 in camperships this coming
summer with the funds raised. As
with last holiday season, 25 percent
of all unrestricted donations made
during December were set aside for
camperships. This has become a proud

2013

$

60,000

135+ DONORS

tradition at Clearwater, as camp has
provided about $90,000 in camperships
since becoming a nonprofit in 2008.
Fundraising efforts continue
throughout the year, with new
fundraising events planned such as a
Paddle-A-Thon over the Memorial Day
Work Weekend and a holiday party in
Chicago on December 18.
While tuition and fees cover the
costs of running camp each summer,
Clearwater will still need fundraising
moving forward to reach goals such as
major capital improvements, ongoing
maintenance projects, program support,
providing camperships and establishing
an endowment. Donations will be
critical to those and other efforts.
For more detailed information and
ways to donate or get involved as a
fundraising volunteer, please visit our
website at www.clearwatercamp.org or
contact Director of Development
Ruth Igoe at ruthclearwatercamp.org
or 773-732-2901.

PROJECTS AND ITEMS ON OUR WISH LIST CURRENTLY INCLUDE:
Any amount — Camperships; any donation will help those families who might not
otherwise be able to afford the Clearwater experience for their daughters
$50 — Riding helmets for girls that don’t have their own
$100 — Riding bridles, each
$500 — Riding saddles to replace those becoming worn
$2,400 — New cabin flaps for 13 island cabins, cost per cabin; $31,200 total
$3,500 — New dippy dock for the Oaks and Leaderships
$9,200 — Tennis courts resurfaced, cost for each
$10,000 — “New” used C-scows to help our aging fleet
$42,000 — Harbor showers installed to replace old tubs in 6 cabins,
$7,000 each cabin

STATEMENT OF CURRENT
OPERATING ACTIVITIES
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014 (as of October 31)

REVENUES
Summer Program Tuition

Total $
610,152

Family Camp

14,520

Extended & Other Programs

66,591

Contributions

89,997

Investment Income
Gain on Sale of Asset
Total Revenues »

232
78
$781,571

EXPENSES
Camp Salaries & Wages

279,160

Food & Kitchen

93,251

Tuition Support*

14,600

Camp Program Services

89,739

Marketing & Communication

16,010

Fund Raising

13,117

Finance & Professional Services

67,259

Camp Maintenance

59,614

Depreciation & Asset Renewal

64,221

Taxes & Occupancy

34,775

Administrative & General

36,406

Total Expenses »

$768,151

NET INCOME
Net Income »

$13,420

* Scholarships and employee tuition waivers.

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2014

9

hello clearwater!
Sue Altman Campbell
Years at camp: 1937-1941, Staff
1942-1948, 1950
No special news from here
except that, looking back from
my 91 years of age, I realize
that my 13 years at Clearwater
were
some of the best times of my
life. “Camp life’s the best life,
the life for you and me” to quote
the song. I grew up at camp!
Here’s hoping for another great
summer in 2015.

Karen Heymann Close
Years at camp: 1970-77, 1982,
2003-2014
Following another successful
summer at camp, 2014 was a
quiet year in the Close house.
Jenn continues to reside in Ohio,
Kaitlin is finishing up
at Michigan St. and Lindsey is a
senior at the high school.
Elementary school PE continues
to be a source of joy for me to
teach. Such fun to be able to
teach and play with students
every day. Kids do say the
darnedest things :-). This
coming year will bring many
changes. Kaitlin will begin her
student teaching in Chicago and
Lindsey will be heading off to
Wake Forest. She even received
a welcome gift from a cc4g
sister, thanks Lizzie Chandler. A
special hello to the Sunshine
gang, may the dice continue to
roll your way.

Triste Percival Frederick
Years at camp: 1977-82,
1984, 1987-88
Wow. Lots of changes. 2
retirements from the military, 2
new jobs, moving to another
state. Phew. Back in Texas after
29 years. I am flying for
Southwest Airlines and driving
to work for the 1st time in a
LONG time. Hubby, Bill is a
flight instructor at Bell Textron.
We are both retired from the
Navy. Sierra, Hunter, and Bryce
are growing like weeds,
currently in 3rd and 1st grade. I
bought a very similar sailboat
last Mother’s Day to a small C
scow, a butterfly boat. It’s great
fun, we live on Grapevine Lake
in TX. We are just trying to
settle into a routine. Visitors are
welcome. Hope to see Kris and
Christi this summer and go to
family camp!

Betsy Hoza Harootyan
Years at camp: 1984-1986
I don’t recall when I last sent in
an update but we’ve left the
city (Chicago) and are now
living in the suburbs. I have two
sons (ages 6 and 4) who keep
me busy with hockey, soccer,
school, and Scouts. I’ve ‘retired’
from my corporate librarian
career and am now doing
marketing and office work for
my family’s 4th-generation
plumbing company (Bratschi
Plumbing in Winnetka). I love
seeing the photos of Clearwater
on the Facebook page - thank
you for continuing to share!

Erin Estey Hertzog
Years at camp: 1993-1996, 1998,
2000
Erin Estey Hertzog and her
husband Christian, and
son Colin were delighted to
welcome into their family future
Clearwater daughter, Greta
Isobel Hertzog, on 11/28/14.
Erin and her family live in
Washington, DC, where Erin
recently took a position as the
Director of Reimbursement and
Health Policy at the
Biotechnology Industry
Organization. Erin has her JD/
MPH and has worked in the
fields of both health law and
policy.

Molly Bommarito Kramper
Years at camp: 2002-2004,
2007, 2008
My husband, Brad, and I
welcomed our second child,
Grace, in January 2014. There
will be a new Harbor camper in
7 years! I feel very blessed to be
home full-time with Grace and
her big brother Tommy. We
hope to make it to family camp
one of these summers. Lovies,
MoBom

Johanna Leestma La Fleur
Years at camp: 1978-1979
Johanna Leestma La Fleur lives
in Marin County, California with
her husband Jim and 3 kids ages
5, 7 and 9. When not managing
family and hens, her projects
include freelance business
strategy consulting and
business planning and designing
her new home textile collection.
She hopes that in the near
future her daughters will attend
Clearwater!

Jennifer Wheeler Leigh
Years at camp: 1985-1987
My husband and I launched our
own business at the beginning
of 2014, OpX Solutions, LLC.
It’s a process improvement
and leadership development
business. It’s been a fun year
working side by side for the first
time in our 24-year marriage.

Spinnaker billows away!
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Our children, Samantha
(18) and Shane (17) bring us so
much joy. Sam is a freshman at
Christopher Newport University
in Newport News, VA.
She’s studying neuroscience
and psychology, planning
to eventually become a
neuropsychologist. She spends
her “free” time auditioning for
performances on campus, one
of which she’ll be playing Molly
in “Peter and the Starcatchers”
this spring. Shane is a marching
band tenor drum player and
computer whiz in his Junior year
of HS. He loves marching band
and the tenor drum and hopes
to march at the college level
when the time comes. He is a
very creative soul and only time
will tell where that leads him.
He’s thinking possibly computer
programming or graphic design
for a career, but is still very
much keeping his options open.
I still keep in touch with
Clearwater friends, Jane
Patterson Mlenar, Marsha
Lichte-Crow, Whitney Thomas,
Carol Slack, and Jan Batchelder
Chamberlin. Although we rarely
see each since we’re scattered
all over the country, we write
regularly via a notebook that
circulates among us. We’re on
our 5th or 6th notebook after
all these years! Love to all those
Clearwater counselors with
whom I shared those special
summers. They were a special
gift from God.

Zay Rugland Lenaburg
Years at camp: 1981-85, 1989-
1993, 1997-98 and periodically
through 2001
Our family moved to Appleton
WI 5 years ago. There is a lot
to do in Appleton, but the best
part about it is being closer to
Northern Wisconsin. Within
the next year or two, our eight
year old twin girls (Amelia and
Marta) will go to Clearwater,
we hope. My husband Keith
and I also have a 10-year-old
son named Henry.

LETTERS FROM OUR OWN

Game, set, match.

Jerri Elliott MacConnell

Laura Nelson

Years at camp: 1954-1958
I am now living in Iowa City,
Iowa. My younger daughter is a
clinical psychologist here and it
is wonderful to be so close to
her. Kristen continues her
adventurous life. After being on
staff at the International School
in Santiago, Chile for 4 years,
she now is the Latin American
Consultant for International
Schools Consultancy Group
based in London. My time
at Clearwater was spent in the
Harbor. Counselor Bobby Jones,
as well as Leadership Sue
Cottrell and Judy Ross, are
remembered with fondness. (I
see Sue every summer). LeeAnn
Hunter, the riding counselor,

Years at camp: 1993-1998,
2000, 2002-2007
I moved to the West Coast
about two years ago and
recently completed a masters in
marine science and policy. I’m
working for The Nature
Conservancy in Seattle
and think a lot about Lake
Tomahawk when I look at
Puget Sound.

holds a very special place in my
heart. Her caring and attention
helped me to feel valued. Years
later, as a camp counselor at
an inner city camp, I was able
to repeat her caring with a
troubled little girl that lead to
my life work as a psychiatric
social worker.

Michaela Murphy
Years at camp: 1985-1994After
several years of part-time and
freelance work, I returned to
full-time employment
last fall, taking on the role
of Director of Operations of
CIRCLE (Centers and Initiatives
for Research, Curriculum,
and Learning Experiences)
at Stanford GSB. While it is
definitely a challenge to balance
work and family, I’m enjoying
the job, especially being back in
an academic environment.
Outside of work, Calvin (6) and
Douglas (1) always keep us on
our toes, and we love exploring
the Bay Area with them - and
are hoping to get the whole
family to the Midwest for a visit
this summer!’

Melinda Edgerley Pearce
Years at camp: 1976,
2003-present
Happy (and very busy) days
now that Liz Baker is on board!
Excited to be part of
Clearwater’s future and to see
so many alumnae volunteer
hours of their time and talents!
Love talking with parents
of prospective campers to
learn how they heard about
Clearwater.
My son and his new bride,
Jon and Emily, are both working
in SE Alaska at a remote fish
hatchery and loving it. Looks
like there might be a trip in the
future! This has been the best
winter with early snowfall and
temps that are great for skiing
and snowshoeing. Be sure to
call me if you are in the area
and plan to visit your camp for a
trip down memory lane!

continued pg. 11 >
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Jenny Norris Peterson
Years at camp: 1967, 69-70, 72,
74
It was wonderful to visit
Clearwater last summer! I came
with my good friend Jane Miller
and her daughter Julia, a firstyear camper. It was
heartwarming to see Julia
enveloped by new camp friends
within minutes of arriving. Later
in the summer my husband
Scott and I went to Europe to
celebrate his graduation from
law school/passing the bar. He
was the oldest graduate in his
class and he proved that he still
has a lot of brain cells. Lots of
love to camp friends!

Adrienne Testa
Years at camp: 1998-1999,
2001-2002; 2004; 2006-2011
This year has been awesome
so far! I started working as a
teaching assistant at a school
for children with learning
disabilities in the northern
suburbs of Chicago. I am loving
every day and they keep me
on my toes. I think about camp
daily due to the fact that I
am living out the Clearwater
Mission every day because
resourcefulness is required
and I have to kindle kindness
between my students. There
are so many times where I
run into a situation at school
that I have dealt with at camp
and I feel so prepared for
everything that comes my way.
I am also still working as the
director of education at Sylvan
Learning Centers. It’s more on
the administrative side of the
education world because I have
to personalize the programs for
each student but I still get to
tutor, which is my favorite part.
I can’t wait for the summer to
start! I hope you all have an
amazing 2015!

Maggie Shopen Thompson
Years at camp: 1958-1961
In our dining room is a framed
print of the painting of the
Bridge done for Clearwater’s
60th anniversary celebration.

Susan Larned Tweed
Years at camp: 1985-1987, 1989-
1990; 1991-1992, 1994-1996, 1998
Well, it has been a terrific year!
Last summer, my daughter,
Sara, experienced her first
session at Clearwater! She will
be returning this coming
summer, too. Life in Michigan
has held steady for our family.
I still continue to teach fourth
grade at Cranbrook Schools,
and next year, Sara will move
to our middle school. I have
been blessed to be a part of
Memorial Day Work Weekends
since their inception, and I
can’t wait to be back in the
Northwoods this coming
Memorial Day for our 5th year!
Hope everyone is well!

Carol Altorfer Vance
Years at camp: 1960s; 1969;
1990s-2000s
Happy 2015 to everyone. Last
summer we spent time moving
again. I say this is my last
time!! We are only about 10
minutes from our other place
and we loved it immediately.
Downsizing again. Again we
had Vance camp in June with
the kids. Hobey went back to
work as a simulator instructor
for AA so at least we have
travel benefits which we used
a lot during the summer and
quick trips now and then to CO
to see the kids there.
What an exciting summer
hiring Liz Baker as the new
Clearwater Director. I feel so
confident in the future of camp
and know she will do a stellar
job. Hopefully I will be back
in the Northwoods for the
Memorial Day Work Weekend.
I’ve had a lot of fun using the
Amazon Smile website to order
items. I like knowing even the
little bit goes to Clearwater.
Would love to see anyone if
they make it back to Minocqua
this summer.

Next to my desk is a framed
black and white poster of
canoes and paddles in the
Boathouse, “Paddle, Portage,
Travel On...” Yes, Clearwater
still infuses me with warmth
and strength here in the north
woods and lakes of Vermont!

THOSE WHO TOOK
THEIR L AST PORTAGE

Clearwater Camp works to remember and honor those alumnae
who have passed away. We learn about alumnae through the
Clearwater network of family and friends, who may let us
know or make gifts in their memories. For these memorials,
we use materials including their published obituaries and
other remembrances from family and friends. Please contact
Clearwater if there is an alumna you would like remembered
by the camp community through the Voyageur. This year, we
memorialize the following Clearwater Daughters:

Marjorie Frey Brown
Marjorie Frey Brown, 88, a loyal Clearwater alumna and
matriarch of a three-generation Clearwater Camp family,
passed away in August 2014.
Her daughter Judy Howser wrote:
“Marge was a long time supporter and cheerleader for
Clearwater Camp. She was called to God’s kingdom and
reunited with Sunny. Marge was Sunny’s big sister in the
Kappa Kappa Gamma house at Duke University. When Marge
ran for president of the student body during her senior year in
1948, Sunny wrote her speech. Three years later when Sunny
ran for student body president, she used the same speech.
They both won.
Sunny passed her love for Clearwater onto Marge. Sunny
spoke so highly of Clearwater that Marge joined the Cape
counselor ranks in 1947. She taught tennis and arts and crafts
and became a Clearwater Daughter for life. She hosted camp
recruiting events in Wilmette, and would ride the bus to
and from camp. Marge shared her love of the camp with her
daughter Judy, and her granddaughters Crysti and Ellie Howser
who were all campers.

When Halowke passed the reins to Sunny, Marge was
there as Sunny’s cheerleader. If you listen carefully
you most likely will hear Sunny and Marge leading a
heavenly choir in camp songs — after all, once you’ve
slept on an island, you’ll never be quite the same.”
Marge’s life was highlighted with civic and community service
around the Wilmette, IL community where she lived most of
her life. She served as chair twice of the United Charities fund
raiser; initiated Head Start at Chicago’s notorious Cabrini
Green housing project; was on the Wesley Hospital Woman’s
Board for seven years, chairing their benefit twice; was a 25+
year member of the Winnetka Board of the Northwestern
Settlement House serving as president twice and benefit
chair twice; a 25+ year Chicago Botanic Gardens volunteer;
Chair of the Winnetka Children’s Fair; a Boy Scout leader;
a Girl Scout leader; PTA president; Wilmette Garden Club
president; Head of the New Trier Township Volunteer Pool;
Duke University honor society White Duchy member. Marge
was a staunch Republican and hard worker for the New
Trier Republican Organization. She attended four different
Presidential inaugurations. Her strong faith in God motivated
her living. Marge was very active at Trinity Methodist Church
in Wilmette.
Marge was also an accomplished athlete. She was an avid
tennis player with titles as Toledo, Ohio City Champ; Duke
University tennis team; and numerous championships with the
Glen View Club. She was also a skip on many winning curling
teams on Chicago’s North Shore.

continued pg. 12 >

Marge met her husband David at DeVillbiss High School in
Toledo and they married in August 1950. They spent five
years in New Orleans where Marge taught school at Isidore
Newman, before moving to Wilmette. They celebrated 64
years of wedded happiness. Possessing a great heart, Marge
cared for her family and friends with cooking, crafts and
endless knitting. With a real zest for life, Marge loved to read,
garden, write poems, chat with friends and play cards with
family especially bridge and wildcard. Marge attended 50+
years of Bears football with Dave and family.
Marjorie is survived by her husband David, children David
Jr. (Kathy), Judy Howser (Richard), and Thomas (Amy) and
numerous grandchildren, including Clearwater alumnae
Crystal and Ellie Howser.

Nancy Webster Kettle Cutler
Her sister and fellow alumna from the late 1940s Dottie
Webster Bledsoe wrote:
Sharing the gifts of music and song.

“Nancy Kettle Cutler, 76, passed away peacefully at her home
in Fairview, TX on December 19, 2014 after a two-year battle
with ovarian cancer. A beloved wife, mother and grandmother,

Nancy will be remembered for her elegance, poise and endless
strength in the face of adversity.
Nancy was born in Des Plaines, IL, on January 21st, 1930, to
Iola and George Webster. Her father, George, was a counselor
at Camp Minocqua as a young man.

Nancy attended Clearwater Camp for many years
starting at an early age. She enjoyed outdoor life and
made many friends during her camping years
at Clearwater.
She was a cheerleader at Lincoln Jr. High and Maine Township
High School in Illinois and at Indiana State University and was
crowned homecoming queen in her senior year of high school.
After attending college for two years she married Charles
Kettle — her high school sweetheart. They lived in Colorado
and California and had two children, Marc and Pam. Sadly,
Charlie was killed in a car accident in 1966.
Several years later, Nancy married Robert “Skip” Cutler.
Together with her children and his son, Brad, they had a
wonderful life together in Parker, TX where they had many
animals. This led Nancy to work for a vet part-time for many
years. Upon retirement, Nancy and Skip moved to Lake Bob
Sandlin where they enjoyed lake time with family and friends
for about 10 years. In 2005, they moved to Fairview, TX
(Heritage Ranch).
Nancy is preceded in death by her parents, husbands Charlie
and Skip and son Marc Kettle. She is survived by her sister
Dottie and husband Bob of Boca Raton, FL, and their families;
son Brad Cutler and wife Sarah; daughter Pamela Kettle and
husband Dave McCarthy; and Pennie and Rudy Moreno; her
dear grandchildren Lowell Cutler, Brennan Cutler and Clay
Cutler, Andrew and Nic Bigger, Alyssa and Jordan McCarthy
and Jordan Kettle — all in the Dallas area.”

Jan Canterbury Kaspar
Jan Canterbury Kaspar, 64, of Galesburg, IL, peacefully
passed away on Friday, May 2, 2014, surrounded by many
who loved and adored her.
She was born on October 5, 1949 in Peoria, IL, the daughter
of John Ross Canterbury and Audrey Bunting Canterbury.
She was a guest teacher and a home tutor, and Jan and her
two daughters participated for years as a host family for
international students at Knox College. Jan was a member
of the Friends of the Library, Galesburg Civic Art Center,
Galesburg Historical Society, KCCDD, Knox-Galesburg
Symphony and Trinity Lutheran Church.
Her daughters, Sarah and Emily, wrote:
“Our mom absolutely loved Clearwater. Ever since we were
little, we heard stories about her summers as a camper in the
Northwoods with Halokwe. When we were still small, she
brought us to Family Camp several times. Our mom loved
all things Clearwater but was especially fond of Council Fire
and Sunday Service. She found their rituals and traditions
to be particularly meaningful. She often told us that there
was nothing that felt more like church to her than wearing
all white while sitting on the wooden benches overlooking
Tomahawk Lake.
Our mom loved sharing her Clearwater experiences with
us (including teaching us about skinny dipping!), and she
especially enjoyed singing camp songs with us. When we
were older, we both became campers as well, and she was
delighted. Our mom had a great love of nature. She was in
awe of its beauty, power and wonder. She was especially fond
of trees, flowers, thunderstorms and animals — and she held
a special place in her heart for loons. At Family Camp, she
loved being surrounded by the Northwoods trees and listening
for the sound of the loon’s cry at night. One of our favorite
memories from Family Camp was when we went canoeing
with her and saw a loon. Our mom was so excited about
seeing the loon that she didn’t notice when it started to rain;
we had to tell her a few times that it was raining before she
realized we needed to head back to shore. She also shared her
love of canoeing with her long-time love and partner, Ned.

She instilled in us, her two daughters, a love of and
respect for nature, as well as a love of and respect for
all people. She was taken from us far too soon, and we
love and miss her dearly. Good night, Good night.”
Surviving are her two daughters, Sarah Hyde Kaspar (and
Chris McCahill) of Chicago, IL and Emily Sanborn (and David)
Butenhoff of Lombard, IL; one granddaughter, Elin Aurelia
Butenhoff; one sister, Jill Canterbury (and John) Wahlfeld; one
brother, Ross Erskine (and Susan) Canterbury; four nephews,
one great nephew and four great nieces. Jan is also survived
by her dear gentleman friend, partner and love of more than
eight years, Ned Hippensteel. She was preceded in death by a
brother and her father and mother.
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Julia Cuddihy Van Nice
Years at camp: 1980-1991??
Living in downtown Chicago
with my husband Errett and
three children William (9),
Fiona (7), and Peter (5) - and
continue to be a publicist. Email
me if you are in town!
juliavannice@gmail.com. Had
fun seeing incredible Kim
Rogers this summer when she
came to visit us in Michigan on
her bike trip and I keep in touch
with Helen Baldus who is an
amazing restaurant/food
publicist genius. My Chicago
BF/soul sister is Margie Block
(Stineman) - and we first met
at Clearwater years ago!
Hoping our daughter Fiona can
join the fun this summer - and
MAJOR congrats to Liz Baker!
We are lucky to have you.

Debbie Dickison Whidden
Years at camp: 1964-1966,
1968, 1970-75
I often think of Clearwater
and all the fun times. My
husband Wayne and I pursue
camping adventures every
summer in our tent trailer.
This year we camped and
cooked our way around the
Olympic Peninsula with
highlights of dawn paddling in
the mist, bicycling many miles
along an old logging road and
consuming Dutch oven pizza
and peach upside down cake.
Our Voyageur son Scott (age
26) rode his bicycle from
Washington, DC to
Washington State visiting
family and friends along the
way. My Mom in Peoria was
thrilled to see him and feed
him. My retirement job is
lifeguarding at a retirement

center pool, and I still volunteer
with the American Camp
Association. I saw Daisy
Wallace and Heather Jones
this year and laughed over our
many loony times. Happy New
Year to all!

V.A. Trotter White
Years at camp: 1991-1998We
are so happy to announce
the birth of another healthy
girl named Bronte Elizabeth
White, born September 5th.
We feel so blessed to have two
daughters and hope to have
them at Clearwater one day!!

Thank you all for your
updates and stories and
for sharing your lives!

HEAD TO THE NORTHWOODS
FOR FUN AT FAMILY CAMP!

Who says adults can’t have as much
fun at Clearwater as the campers?
Your whole family — boys and men included
— can take advantage of the wonders of the
Northwoods, the joy of camp activities and the
sense of accomplishment at the end of a full
day at Clearwater’s Family Camp.
Family Camp provides up to five
days of fun and relaxation for the whole
family, groups of friends or individuals.
Family Campers stay in our quaint, rustic
cabins, enjoy home-cooked meals in our
Dining Room and relish the fun activities
available each day from sailing, to riding, to

AUG. 8 TO AUG. 12
waterskiing. Special events include activities
like cookouts, ‘smores around the fireplace,
and a trip into town to see the Min-Aqua
Bats waterski show.
This year Family Camp will be held from
Sat. Aug. 8 to Wed. Aug. 12, after the close
of the regular camp season. Rates and more
information are available on our website
at www.clearwatercamp.org. You can
also contact camp at 715-356-5030
or info@clearwatercamp.org for more
information. Families and individuals are
welcome to attend for any or all days.

We hope to see you, your friends
and family there!

IMPORTANT DATES
APRIL
30

Remainder of camper
tuition due

MAY
01

SPOTS STILL AVAILABLE FOR 2015!

CLEARWATER’S TWO-WEEK
INTRO PROGRAM A HIT!

C

learwater’s new two-week introductory
program for our youngest campers
ages 8 to 11 continues to grow, from 13
campers participating during our first year
in 2013 to more than double that number,
27, in summer 2015. So far, 21 two-week
campers have already signed up for
summer 2015.
Clearwater’s “return rate” among
campers has always been robust, with
Clearwater practically raising its own staff
through their years as campers. The new
two-week program has been no exception;
of the 27 introductory campers that came
to Clearwater in 2015, 21 have already told
Clearwater that they plan to return to the
shores of Tomahawk Lake again this year.
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The littlest Voyageurs can apply for the
program, which is for girls on the Harbor
unit — having completed grades 2 to 5 —
and have never attended Clearwater before.
The two-week introductory sessions are
held at the beginning of each traditional
session, so our two-week campers arrive
with other incoming Clearwater Daughters,
but simply leave earlier — unless they and
their parents decide they want to stay!
The specific dates for the two-week sessions
in 2015 are Wed. June 17 to Wed. July 1 and
Mon. July 13 to Mon. July 27. The cost for
each two-week session is $2,600. A $1,000
deposit is required to reserve a space.
For more information, please contact the
office at info@clearwatercamp.org
or 715-356-5030.

Clearwater Camp still has spots available for girls
and young women ages 8 to 16 this summer. Our
new two-week program for girls from 2nd to 4th
grade who have never been to Clearwater before is
another available option for families. Camp tours are
available all summer long for families. If you would
like a tour, or know of family or friends who would
like more information, please contact Office Manager
Melinda Pearce at Melinda@clearwatercamp.org
or the camp office at 715-356-5030. There is also
more information and an inquiry page to request
a mailed information packet on our website
www.clearwatercamp.org.

Registration deadline
for Memorial Day
Work Weekend

22-25 Memorial Day
Work Weekend
JUNE
Camp Season 2015
Opening Day!

17
JULY
01

First two-week
session ends

11

First session ends

13

Second session starts!

27

Second two-week
session ends

AUGUST
06

Second session ends

8-12

Family Camp!

connect with us!

www.facebook.com/groups/clearwatercamp
www.facebook.com/CC4Gfans
www.linkedin.com/groups/Clearwater-Camp-Girls-Alumnae

The Voyageur is a yearly publication of Clearwater
Camp for alumae, staff and friends of the camp.
Every effort is made to include all submissions sent
via the camp website or by mail.
During the year if you move and have a change of
address or other information that Clearwater needs
to know about, you can drop in at the Clearwater
Camp website at www.clearwatercamp.org, look
for the “Alumnae” tab and then a form for “The
Voyageur.” You may also mail or email your changes.

stay in touch!
Mail:
Clearwater Camp
7490 E. Clearwater Road
Minocqua, WI 54548
E-mail:
info@clearwatercamp.org
Clearwater Camp:
www.clearwatercamp.org

