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1st session Cape campers and counselors gather on the waterfront to exchange Secret Santa Gifts at our Christmas in July celebration.
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Clearwater Vision: “To provide the
Clearwater Camp experience to as many
girls as possible because we know it
makes a difference in their lives and they
will make a difference in the world.”
This summer, we made great strides in expanding
our community by supporting a number of
deserving families who see the value and
advantages of Clearwater Camp for their girls.

“...GRIT, INTEGRITY
AND A FEARLESS
LOVE FOR CAMP...”

ow was the summer for
Clearwater?” is a question I
am often asked this time of
year. Summer 2017 was a wonderful
summer—campers were engaged,
friendships grew, and learning
was gained from nature and self.
Counselors and staff were stellar on
so many levels, from pre-camp all the
way through the final goodbye waves
at the end of camp—dedication, care
and commitment are words that come
to mind.
Personally, it was a milestone
summer for me, marking my third
year at the helm. I have my sea legs,

H
Campers gather on the waterfront for
afternoon activities.

Since 2011, our Clearwater Campership program
has awarded more than $137,000 of needsbased camp scholarships to families who cannot
manage the full cost of camp. Funds have
been directed to tuition based on the financial
circumstances of a family.
continued pg. 2 >
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Campers express why they love Clearwater
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“...GRIT, INTEGRITY
AND A FEARLESS
LOVE FOR CAMP...”
I can see the big picture of the ebb and flow of the
camp season, and am able to share guidance with
everyone from campers to counselors to parents with
confidence. What’s more, I have the advantage of
working in partnership with Ellen King, who marked
her second year as Associate Director. As a team, we
really could be in two places at one time!
Leading up to the summer, the year-round staff
worked for months to shape and improve camp
operations and processes. For example, we developed
an in-depth staff skills training program to build
community within the staff; we offered a focused
application and registration period working with each
family’s needs; and the trip program was revamped
with a back-to-basics approach. Best of all, we had the
opportunity to hire some of our finest staff members
to date—staff that had grit, integrity and a fearless
love of camp, whether it was her first year or she was
a seasoned Clearwater Daughter. All of our cabin
counselors were dedicated to their campers, fostering
growth in cabin and strong camp life. Many counselors
would come in on their day off to be there for cabin
night, or would choose to forgo a night off to spend
time in the cabin. Those moments before the campers
go to bed are special times and the counselors looked
forward to those bonding opportunities.
Many campers and their families have told me
how much they loved camp this summer. And yet the
summer of 2017 was not without its challenges. In
true Clearwater spirit we sailed through some of our
difficulties with openness and a team approach to
work towards solutions. Some of you may know that
we had a lice problem during second session. The
majority of camp had lice in some form or fashion.
Fortunately, a donor called who knew of our problem
and funded a treatment program from the Lice Clinics
of America, the largest network of professional
head-lice-treatment centers. We could not have
asked for a better ending to our outbreak. Notable
during the lice problem, the staff and campers had
the BEST attitude. Campers made up songs, cheers
and poems. We even had a skit about “Mr. Louse” in
the talent show that poked fun at our predicament. I
was so proud of our staff and campers as they found a
creative way to live with something that no one really
wanted to have happen. And I’m pleased to share that
in preparation for next summer, we will be working
with the Lice Clinics of America, taking advantage of
their professional expertise.
Seeing the campers thrive in adversity, grow and
have positive experiences is rewarding. Working
with an amazing staff and seeing the traditions of
camp continue is at the heart of our mission: to foster
confidence, courage, compassion and community.
The summer of 2017 was wonderful, where 181
campers (68 of them new to Clearwater) were given
an experience of a lifetime.
We are now evaluating all things 2017 and are
turning our attention to our 85th summer. I know this
year will provide smooth waters to glide into a new
adventure for 2018.
Warmly,
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Isle Royale trippers gather in front of the ferry before they embark on their 7 day hiking trip.

EXPANDING THE CLEARWATER EXPERIENCE
THROUGH CAMPERSHIPS AND
CHELEY FOUNDATION
(CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE)

Led by staff and a group of dedicated
Board Members, the Campership
Committee oversees the application,
selection and designation of the
scholarships. This summer, we were
delighted to provide camperships to
ten families. Campership Chair, Alix
Sommer Smith shares, “Our work
with the Campership program is
extremely rewarding. Providing the
awards each Spring gives me tears
of joy.”
For several years the board also
designated a percentage of Holiday
donations to the campership program.

Campers and counselors listen on as Clearwater’s Perry Smith reads the
Tajar Tales.

CLEARWATER AND THE JOHN
AUSTIN CHELEY FOUNDATION –
STRONGER TOGETHER
This past summer we moved
positively toward our goal to increase
the diversity of the Clearwater
community when we established
a partnership with the John Austin
Cheley Foundation.
The John Austin Cheley Foundation
(JACF), established in 1989, has
funded more than 1100 need-based
scholarships for extended-stay
wilderness camps with a proven
record of positively impacting young
people. After an extensive vetting
process, Clearwater was selected
as the first girls’ camp, and the first
camp in Wisconsin, to become
a Cheley Associate Camp. To be
selected by the Cheley Foundation
as one of nine Associate Camps
nationwide is truly an honor.
JACF believes in the same core
values as Clearwater, that individual
attention, focus on community
and teamwork, and exploring new
activities to gain new skills and a
new outlook on the world will propel
campers toward a more promising
future. Cheley selects campers
who are underserved youth of
strong potential through a national
network of volunteer recruiters and
youth mentoring partnerships. The
expectation is for these campers to
return for multiple summers.
This past summer, we welcomed
our first three campers, selected by
JACF, each of whom embraced their

Clearwater hikers take in the beautiful scenery on one of our 32 trips that went
out this summer.

first summer at Clearwater and were
impacted in many different ways:
“I grew in believing I can be
successful in what I do—when I
didn’t know how to canoe I asked
for help and grew more successful
to participate in a canoe trip and
experience a lot of new things.”
“I learned that everyone’s opinion
matters. I am trying to be less shy
and be more open.”
“I am more independent, and am
now more eager to try new things!
I learned that if you try really hard
you can be really successful. For
example, I didn’t know I was going to
like fishing but after I tried it I really
enjoyed it.”
These girls boarded the bus to
return home with new friendships, a
greater sense of independence and
confidence, along with a strong desire
to return to Clearwater. The stage
has been set for our partnership with
JACF where we are stronger together
as we look to “make a difference” in
the lives of as many girls as possible.

Often times one reads
about a school, a camp
or a nonprofit that has
a wonderful sounding
mission. And just as often,
when introduced to the
organization one finds that
the mission and what is going
on in the organization are two
different things. This is
not the case with Clearwater.
Their mission was evident
from the moment we arrived.”
- JACF Trustee
YOU HELP CLEARWATER
MAKE A DIFFERENCE!
Our Clearwater Camperships
and partnership with the Cheley
Foundation will open up new
opportunities to provide the
Clearwater experience for as many
girls as possible. We are grateful
to YOU for your support of the
Clearwater vision! We could not
accomplish this without your support.

STAFF PROFILE:

MELINDA PEARCE

any of our current campers often
reflect on how appreciative
they are to spend their summer
outside on Tomahawk Lake and in the
Northwoods. Melinda Pearce, long-time
Clearwater staff member of 16 years, also
shares this sense of appreciation for the
outdoors. Melinda plans her days around how
she will enjoy the outdoors; kayaking, cross
country skiing, working with local wildlife
organizations, and throwing a ball to her
dog Sam just to name a few. In this article,
Melinda shares stories of her childhood and
adventures in the outdoors.

M

“We learned to respect Mother
Nature, because we saw first
hand the impact she can have on
family and farm life.”
I would say it was growing up on a farm
in Illinois that gave me the foundation of
exploration in the outdoors. We were not
allowed to watch TV on Saturdays, but
instead were sent outdoors to help with
the farm chores. The pigs and the cows
were our pets. We learned to respect
Mother Nature, because we saw first
hand the impact she can have on family
and farm life. There was a lot of manual
labor, but we saw how it paid off in the
end, so I am not afraid of getting my hands
dirty and helping where I can. I learned
at a young age that there were certain
responsibilities each family member had.
One of my summer jobs in high school
was to travel around to the different farms
with our veterinarian. It was fascinating
being around all the animals. One image
I will never forget is helping a cow birth a
stillborn calf because it showed me a lot
about life. I would never trade growing up
on a farm.

When I was in college, I spent
one summer going to Woods Hole,
Massachusetts through participating in
SEA (Sea Education Association). It was
one of the greatest adventures because
I sailed with a team to Nova Scotia and
Newfoundland on a 100-foot research
sailing vessel. We spent six weeks at
sea, where there the stars were as bright
and sparkling as you can ever imagine. It
was a feeling of being one with nature. It
was amazing to see and hear the whales,
seabirds, and porpoises.

“I love the outdoors for the
peacefulness it provides. When
I was going through chemo
treatments, I was happiest
outdoors because it would
strengthen my spirit.”
In 1979, I married Don and lived in
Rhode Island. We would spend many
weekends in the woods, or on the ocean
fishing, or in the sky, as we both had our
pilots license. I enjoyed the challenge of
learning new things.

Melinda enjoys kayaking through the sea caves on Lake Superior near Bayfield, WI.

Then we moved to Wisconsin in 2003,
which gave me a chance to explore the
Northwoods and all it has to offer. I have
found many ways to satisfy my curiosity
of the different wildlife in this area; mostly
by volunteering as a loon ranger on our
lake, monitoring and collecting data for the
different species of bats, radio collaring
an elk calf, and participating in the
annual sand hill crane count each spring.
The importance of volunteering comes
from my childhood. In 1978, I became a
member of PEO, which is a philanthropic
educational organization. We support
women through scholarships, grants and
loans, which is very important to me.
I love the outdoors for the peacefulness
it provides. When I was going through
chemo treatments, I was happiest outdoors
because it would strengthen my spirit. I
would take in every sound, smell and sight.
Now, when I cross-country ski, being in the
outdoors makes me feel lucky to be alive.
In the summer, one of my most favorite
things to do is kayak the rivers and lakes
in Wisconsin and Michigan. (Also Lake
Superior near Bayfield—the sea caves are
amazing!) Paddling through rapids was
something new for me and it was scary at
first, then exciting! One must respect the
power of water and how dangerous it can
be. The challenge makes me feel stronger
and more confident. Being outdoors
and connecting with nature makes me
appreciate life.

“The challenge makes me feel
stronger and more confident. Being
outdoors and connecting with
nature makes me appreciate life.”

FAMILY CAMP ORIGINS
Clearwater Family Camp was inspired and made possible
by the Anderson and Davis families. Back in 1977, Dan
and Midge Anderson, former counselors, Wendy Miller
Davis, former camper, and her husband Scott, saw a great
opportunity in sharing the Clearwater experience and beauty
of the Northwoods with extended family members.
“Family Camp was one of the favorite things growing up
for my three sons,” shared Wendy Davis. “They also have
really enjoyed watching their own children learn to love our
own special patch of the Northwoods.”
Dan and Midge Anderson, Family Camp 1977

40 YEARS
OF FAMILY FUN
By Catherine “Kitty” McMahon Bartholomew
his year’s Family Camp was marked by a
special milestone, our 40th summer of
bringing together families to enjoy the
Clearwater Camp experience. Our theme,
“40 Years of Family Fun,” rang true during the fiveday mini-camp session where families lived in cabins,
participated in favorite camp activities like waterskiing,
riding and fishing, or simply relaxed and gazed out onto
Tomahawk Lake.

T

Highlights this year included our traditional
meet and greet on Saturday when families
reconnect, tie-dye night and a flashback slide
show of Family Camp
over the years. A special
“40 Years of Family Fun”
celebration cake added
an extra festive touch.

The Davis boys strike a pose before heading off into the sunset
on their Clearwater ponies, 2005.

40 YEARS LATER—FAMILY CAMP
KEEPS GOING STRONG
Not only is Family Camp an annual highlight for families
who return year after year, but it also has become an ideal
way for those families new to Clearwater to “test drive
camp,” with the idea of attending camp the next summer.
“Over the years, Family Camp has proven to be a great way
for new families to become familiar with Clearwater,” said
Liz Baker, Executive Director. “Being able to see our camp
firsthand, walk the paths and meet some of our counselors
gives families a wonderful introduction to Clearwater. I
especially enjoy the time I can spend with families during
Family Camp to talk with them and share what makes
Clearwater so special.”
We are so thankful for the vision that the Anderson and
Davis families saw when they started Family Camp in 1977.
This year, on our 40th Anniversary, was proof that Family
Camp is still going strong. We’re thrilled that Clearwater is
an annual destination for so many families, providing them
with summer traditions and memories that last a lifetime.

First Year Family Camp, 1977

40th Year Family Camp, 2017 – 80+ people attended, including
several generational families who have been coming every year!
VOYAGEUR 2017
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Q & A WITH JAC MEMBER

ADRIENNE TESTA

By Laura Cover
ike so many of us, Clearwater
has made a huge impact on
Adrienne Testa’s life. For a
smaller number of us who stay involved
as volunteers, Clearwater continues
to affect us in new and different ways.
Recently, I asked Adrienne a few
questions about her experiences
with Clearwater.
Not only is Adrienne a former
camper and staff member, she is
currently an incredibly active member
of the Junior Advisory Committee
(JAC). I am the JAC’s liaison to the
Clearwater Board and was Adrienne’s
counselor on the Point and in the Oaks.

L
Raise Your Paddle, Summer 2017
Thank you to our Clearwater Family for making our
first Raise Your Paddle! effort a big success! You
supplied 4 new Swifty kayaks, 18 new rods and reel
for our very popular fishing activity, 20 high-quality
and durable life jackets and arts and crafts supplies!

to do stuff for camp?! Who wouldn’t
want to help to make sure the magic is
alive for centuries?!
What’s an outstanding memory
of the formation of the JAC? I
remember we were small but mighty.
There was like 12-14 of us and we were
ALL IN. You couldn’t stop us. We were
forming sub-committees, outlining our
roles, taking the initiative and making
waves. I remember being so excited
to again be part of something big and
brand new for camp.
What’s the best thing to happen
since you started working with the
JAC/the Board? I think the best thing
that has happened is the change I have
seen in myself. I think I have become
better at communicating, navigating
different group dynamics, taking the
initiative, and taking risks by sharing
my thoughts or ideas
even if I am nervous.
When your
friends/family
find out that
you stay
involved with
Clearwater
what do
they
say or
ask?

My life is distinctly better with
Adrienne in it, so I hope her
words will resonate with you
as much as they did with me.

PLEASE THINK OF
CLEARWATER THIS
GIVING TUESDAY,,
NOVEMBER 28TH!
LAST YEAR #GIVINGLOONSDAY

s the Clearwater community always does,
it rose to the occasion! On our first annual
Giving Loons Day (our twist on Giving
Tuesday) we met and exceeded our match! Donors
included alumnae, family and friends of Clearwater,
current and former parents of campers and even
campers themselves. Every single dollar contributed
to meeting and exceeding our match!

A

I encourage you to ask yourself the
same questions, and if this process
inspires you to take an active
role in your relationship with
Clearwater, please e-mail me
at laurasahn@gmail.com.
Tell me your history
with Clearwater: I was
a camper from 19982002, a Leadership in 2004,
a counselor from 2006-2011. I have
been part of the JAC since 2014.
What was your most most
memorable moment at clearwater?
That is almost impossible to choose!
My most memorable moment as
a camper was a 4th of July on the
Lower Point. I was in Fores’l and we
all went out to the dippy dock after
lights out.

We sat there singing songs
and watching the fireworks
over the lake. It was so simple
and peaceful but it was one
of the first moments in my
teen years where I felt like I
belonged somewhere.

Online donations:
http://www.clearwatercamp.org/donate-or-pledge

Send a check in the mail:
Clearwater Camp
P.O. Box 152
Minocqua WI 54548
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How did you first get Involved
in with the JAC? I first got involved
with the JAC at a Final Final Council
Fire at Promontory Point in Chicago.
Stephanie Cotherman told us about
the JAC and I knew I wanted to get
involved because who doesn’t want

My friends
think it
is cool
and a great
way to gain
experience in
fields I wouldn’t
normally be
involved in (like
fundraising and
recruitment) but
they also are so tired
of hearing about
how much I love
camp. They just don’t
understand! My family
loves hearing about
how camp is growing,
yet still keeping true to
itself. The magic of camp
is still alive and well.
What would you
tell someone who is
thinking about donating
time and/or money to
Clearwater? It’s worth
it. The world bombards
our young women with a

specific type of mentality of “I’m not
good enough.” Clearwater creates
a community for our young women
establishing grit and an inner voice
saying “I am not only good enough,
I am compassionate, confident,
courageous, and intelligent, and I can
show you how to be all these things.”
Trust me. It’s worth every penny to
give your daughter a feeling of success
in the world.
What do you do when you
aren’t helping Clearwater? I am an
Academic Coach for a catholic school
in Chicago. I work with students in
grades K-8, helping them find the
right path for them in school, in social
situations, and work with them to be
the best versions of themselves.
How has a relationship to
Clearwater affected your personal
and professional life? Ummm...how
has it not? I attribute some of my
professional success to Clearwater
because it is where I first worked
with children. I felt confident
going into the teaching
profession because of my
years as a camp counselor.
The community there
is a safe place where
I learned to take
calculated risks, to
trust myself despite
self-doubt, and
it was a place
outside of
my home
where I felt

unconditional
love in my
childhood and
in my adult life.

“The world
bombards our
young women with
a specific type of
mentality of “I’m
not good enough.”
Clearwater creates
a community for
our young women
establishing grit and an
inner voice saying “I am
not only good enough,
I am compassionate,
confident, courageous,
and intelligent, and I
can show you how to be
all these things.”

		

Harbor Toast: Lizzy Eberhard
“WHEN I START SOMETHING NEW,
I KNOW THAT GOOD AND BAD THINGS

Point Toast: Kendall Diehl
“LETTING GO OF WHAT I KNOW, NO ONE
TO TELL ME WHAT’S BELOW….”

CAN HAPPEN...”

ut when bad things happened I know there will be
people that will help me through them.
That’s one of the reasons I come to camp. The
people here at Clearwater are always so nice, funny and
helpful. An example of this is when I’m feeling homesick my
friends come and make me laugh and make me forget any of
this happened. I’m happy for this because then I can focus
on the amazing parts of camp that I couldn’t experience
anywhere else.
I love that even at such a young age, we learn to live with
other people, be responsible for ourselves and learn things
that will help you through the rest of your life. It’s really great
to know that I have a place that will teach me all of that.

B
Cape camper, Ainsley Howington, shares her toast with
the rest of camp: ‘Teach me your lessons of living, each
moment you send my way’.

EXCERPTS FROM THE
		
2017 BANQUET TOASTS

Those are the things that keep me coming back
to camp. I don’t know what I would do without
Clearwater. Here is where I experience all the
times I will live through and meet the people
I’ll know.

oming to camp my first year I only knew about
the things my sister and aunt had told me. My
sister told me all about Christmas, Birthday, and
especially Final Banquet. Aubrey obviously told me about
how amazing the sailing is at camp. These were the only
things I knew about coming to camp my first year.
My first year was in 2014. I was in Lee with Teddy. I was
prepared to be homesick the entire time, but Teddy made
me feel at home. My first year was so much fun. I spent 3.5
weeks of my summer making new friends and tormenting
Teddy, and I don’t regret a minute of it. Even though I missed
things at home, by the end of my first year, camp had
already become a big part of my life.
Although I missed the summer of 2015 because of
gymnastics, I never stopped thinking about my time at camp.
My sister and I always talked about our favorite summer
memories. We would talk about all the great friends we had
made, and the new things we had tried.
Last year after I had stopped doing gymnastics, I was
ready to come back to my home away from home. I was
coming back to a different session than my first year, so I
was very worried about having to make new friends. At least
I had my best friend by my side. Making new friends turned
out to be just as easy as my first year.

C

Cape Toast: Ainsley Howington
“TEACH ME YOUR LESSONS OF LIVING,
EACH MOMENT YOU SEND MY WAY…”

know I learned a lot from Clearwater and no, I’m
not talking about learning to canoe, skipper, make
bracelets, etc. I am talking about how to make the most
of a bad situation, create friendships and to brave through a
tough decision. Clearwater has taught me independence and
to make my own decisions. Before camp, I would just follow
the lead of my mom or my sister, but now I make my own
path. I no longer base my decisions on what they would do,
instead I chose what I would do.

I
Camp’s journey began in 1933
and continues on into the future,
Helping each one of us grow.
Grow in our own time.
Grow in our own way.
Grow into our best selves.
Continuous beginnings.
Continuous endings.

When I come home from camp each summer,
I carry with me memories and life skills along
with my luggage. I will carry with me the
memories of laughing with friends, bonding
with cabin mates and counsies, and this
wonderful banquet. Finally, I will carry with me
the final morning here this year and treasure
the time I spent here this summer.

And yet camp remains.
Steady and ready…
Together we have grown.

Even though there were tough times this
summer, I learned how to connect with my
friends on a deeper and more personal level.
During these tough times, I kept in mind the
three main lessons I had learned. This summer
I learned to let go of what I thought the summer
would be like, and accept the hard times, the
good times, and everything in between.

Leadership Toast: Karla Moreira
“THE ECHOES OF A SONG
I LEFT BEHIND…”

he resounding sound of my voice in the distance, at
first loud and strong, but as it repeats itself it grows
softer. You have to listen more carefully in order to
understand what it says. What it means. Until it’s so faint
that you can’t hear it anymore, but somewhere in the cosmos
that voice is still ringing somewhere. The echo lives on.
As I stepped into that bus for the first time, I didn’t know
what to expect. My cousin was crying next to me and I was
nervous. I remember Mickey and Karen cracking up jokes
and trying to make the ride as smooth as possible. I also
remember my lunch spilling everywhere and not saying a
word to anyone. When they read our cabins out loud, all I
knew was that there were two other girls living with me, and
that my cabin had something to do with paint. That summer,
I learned new English words, that my cabin was Painter
(like the rope) not painter like the profession, and I gained
friendships that I didn’t know would last until this very day.
That year I left camp with: a sweatshirt, a pair of flannel pants
and the most important purchase of them all: a song book.
When you hold a Clearwater song book in your hands, you
don’t just hold 98 pages with random songs in them. You hold
over 80 years of girls telling their stories, and these stories
being carried through the years and echoed in the dining hall
with the voices of new generations. Songs of people who’ve
come and gone, songs that carry you to wondrous places
and songs that touch you deep inside. These are songs that
people have left behind.
Every single one of us has a song, a voice, a spirit; deep
inside of us. And as we learn and grow, we learn to sing our
song. At first you might not notice that you are rubbing it
off on others, but by the end of camp, everyone will have a
little bit of everyone else’s song on repeat in their head. And
these songs will morph with your own. With every year, every
experience and every new friend you make, you add onto your
song, you get to grow wiser and mold yourself into the person
you want to be.

T

Our horseback riding staff poses for a picture while enjoying the Final Banquet festivities.
continued pg.9 >
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Lauren Seno

hello clearwater

STORIES FROM OUR OWN

CONNECTING
OUR

COMMUNITY

ACROSS THE
GENERATIONS
“Do you have an example
of one of the “4Cs’”—
Confidence, Courage,
Compassion or Community
—in action in your life?

Jen Savina
Years at camp:
1993-1995, 1998
“These past 18 months have been quite
hectic in my personal life. 18 months
ago, I was a married mother of 2
young kids. Today, I am a VERY happy
divorced single mom. The details and
reasons of my divorce are not very
interesting and relevant here, but i
know that my experience at CC4G,
the lessons I’ve learned and the
friends I made have for sure played
an important part in getting back up
on my feet. Because I’ve learned that
a girl/woman with an agenda, a will
and a positive mindset can achieve a
lot, I knew that somehow, someway,
I would survive this... and it’s just
what I did. My friends helped a
lot (some of them made at CC4G
although we haven’t seen each other
in years (thanks Facebook), the
camp songs I sing to my kids each
night also kept that spark shining
through the night. It took time to
rebuild confidence and reconnect
with myself.... but I know that I am
back stronger know, with that same
fighting spirit that I discovered at
Clearwater 20 years back.”

Maggie Shopen Thompson
Years at camp: 1958-1961
“It was at Clearwater where I first
gained a sense of my authentic
self, apart from my parents. The
four “C’s” of confidence, courage,
compassion and community have
guided me ever since, though I
couldn’t have articulated that back
then! Next to my desk is the framed
Clearwater poster, a black and
white photo of canoes and paddles
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in the boathouse with the words
“Paddle, Portage, Travel On.” In our
dining room is the painting of the
bridge done for Clearwater’s 60th
anniversary. My life has had plenty of
challenges and Clearwater has been
a firm foundation. We have settled
in rural Vermont surrounded by
forests and lakes, loons and wildlife,
much like northern Wisconsin. Our
daughters Betsy and Sylvia went
to Clearwater in the 1990’s. The
traditions live on!”

Carol Slack
Years at camp: 1987, 1988
“Lisa and I relocated to Leawood,
Kansas (Kansas City) in May 2017.
It was a big move after 28 years in
Tampa, Florida. We are enjoying
being closer to my family. We
welcome camp friends to visit! We
count our blessings for good health,
family, friends, employment and
chances to travel. This summer we
enjoyed a trip to Oregon!”

Suzy Matthews Escue
Years at camp: Early 80’s, 1996
“After being in Nashville since 2001,
We recently moved to Milan, TN. It
is my husband’s hometown which
is halfway between Nashville and
Memphis. I am staying at home with
our two children, Robert (3) and
Elizabeth (1). I love keeping up with
camp friends online!”

Julia Van Nice
Years at camp: 1980-1987, 1992
“Life is going great in downtown
Chicago for our family of 5. I love my
fun job as a publicist working with
great clients such as Jill Kargman
(friend from the Spence School) who
created and stars in the scripted
comedy tv show Odd Mom Out. Our
10 year old daughter Fiona finished
her 3rd summer on the Harbor as a 7
weeker and she loves it—especially
Mickey’s waterskiing program. It has
been awesome having my brother

John’s daughter Grace (from NYC)
going to Clearwater too. My older
sister Heidi and her family bought
the farm next to ours in Three Oaks
Michigan which has been a really
fun new chapter. Former campers
Margie Block and Ashley McKinney
are now my great Chicago friends
in Chi town and Vanessa and Isobel
Brooker swapped neighborhoods
with me and now they are both
doing great in Manhattan. Would
love to see any Clearwater friends—
in real life or on instagram! xo Julia
Cuddihy Van Nice @jcvn40”

Carol Vance
Years at camp: 1960’s,1970
“We continue to have Vance Camp
every summer, with our 3 kids and
their children. They all seem to love
the North Woods and the girls are
looking forward to some day going
to Clearwater.
It’s so fun to see all that is
happening at Clearwater and I stay
very involved still. Looking forward
to the 85th next summer and seeing
alums from all years.
We love being with the 5
grandchildren whenever possible and
love our summers in Minocqua.!”

Years at camp: 1998-2002, 2004,
2006-2007, 2009, 2013
“On September 10th at around 9
PM I crossed the finish line of my
second Ironman. I was tired, sore,
and probably a little dehydrated, but
I was beaming with gratitude. When
I first told people of my decision to
train for an Ironman, I got two types
of reactions; those that thought I
was downright crazy (hi, mom) and
those that still thought it was crazy,
but in the “crazy cool” kind of way.
It probably wouldn’t surprise anyone
to learn that my CC4G network was
decidedly in the “crazy cool” camp.

Anna Kinzer & Gabrielle MacLeod
Years at camp:
Gabrielle: 2005-2010
Anna: 2006-2010
“Anna has quickly moved up the ranks
at the National Democratic Institute in
Washington, D.C. where she is working
to promote democracy in Haiti and Latin
America. She recently returned from
trips to Haiti and Columbia where she
met important dignitaries and helped
them with their elections. Anna is even
taking lessons to learn Creole.
Gabrielle returned from the U.K. in
January of this year where she taught
French and Spanish in tough schools.
She has just taken the LSATs as hopes to
attend Law School to study Family Law
in Chicago.”

Sarah Siegel
Years at camp: 1991-2001
“Last year Adam, Emily, Ben and
I relocated from New York to
Cleveland. I’m taking a break from
law and am home with the kids and
the dog. :) If any other Clearwater
daughters are in the area let me
know! Emily (4) loves listening to the
Clearwater CD and is already asking
when she will be big enough to go to
camp like mom and Becky.”

Ruth Igoe
Liz Baker
Years at camp: 1980-1986, 1990-19991,
2008-2013, 2015-2017
“Time and time again I see
confidence, courage, compassion,
and community while I live this
dream job. What is the bond that
binds us? All four compass points
I draw strength from in my daily
life. Shout out to the counselors of
‘90-’91! Looking forward to seeing
old friends and new ones this winter
in my travels and the 85th reunion
next summer!”

Lexie Ziegler
Years at camp: 2005-2010, 2012-2017
“Recently, I just began my journey
with the Peace Corps in Morocco!
After wrapping up a summer in
the Northwoods, I spent a month
saying good-bye to friends and family
as I prepared for my 27 month service.
While in Morocco, I will be serving
as a Youth in Development volunteer
where I will be helping youth build
their leadership skills—sound familiar?
I am very excited for this opportunity
and thrilled to know that the skills I
learned at Clearwater as a camper
and on staff will help me everyday
I’m in the Peace Corps! I’ll be starting
a blog soon and I cannot wait to
share all of my experiences with my
summer sisters and beyond.”

Years at camp: 1982-1989, 1992
“Greetings Clearwater Daughters!
After an incredibly challenging
but rewarding seven years serving
the Clearwater Camp Foundation,
I shifted to a new opportunity in
advancement with North Park
University, a small liberal arts school
in Chicago. I work with university
alumni and donors in Chicago as
well as several hundred supporters
on the West Coast. This has meant
travel to places from Denver to San
Diego and points in the western U.S.
in between. Courage eased the new
adventure of work travel, and it has
been incredibly meaningful to work
with such fantastic colleagues and
supporters. Recently, I have indulged
some hobbies, including joining an
adult swim team and participating
in triathlons with friends, which has
all been great fun. Another perk of
university life is being able to take
classes for free, so I am currently
working toward a theology certificate
of four courses, studying fascinating
subjects from Old Testament writings
to the history of the Roman Empire.
Combine with family and friends and
it all keeps me busy—and provides
a wonderfully fulfilling life for which
I am very grateful. Cheers and
Blessings to all Daughters across the
generations and near and far!”

The rad community of Clearwater
women that encircle my life to
this day are some of the most
accomplished athletes, encouraging
souls and downright excitable people
I can imagine. From commiserating
about training fatigue and blisters
to quietly understanding when I had
to skip happy hour for a run and the
barrage of text messages (with lots
of exclamation points!!!!) the night
before the race, they helped boost the
confidence, compassion and courage
I needed to tackle this journey.
I’ve never been the kind of girl to shy
away from a “crazy cool” adventure
and know that my Clearwater
experience, which continues to this
day, has helped engender this sense
of adventure.”

Liz Stovall
Years at camp: 1994-2002,
2004-2008, 2010
“In August I thought it would be fun
to take my partner to the Boundary
Waters. She is an enthusiastic car
camper, but had never travelled
through the wilderness, camping
each night, or canoed a long
distance before. I felt pretty
encouraged when I called the
Outfitter in Grand Marais and he
recommended an easy route. “You
can easily do this in 3 days,” he said
and I thought great, since we were
going for 5.
I’d forgotten how peaceful that
place is and what it feels like to
live naturally, without computer
screens and fall in to bed each
night physically exhausted from
the day’s work.
The first portage was the toughest
and longest. 105 rods and very
muddy. Then, it was pretty much
gale force winds every time we
paddled after that. We couldn’t
rest too much, otherwise the canoe
would be blown back over the
water we’d worked so hard to move
through. We spent a lot of time
grunting, yelling, “Beast Mode!” to
cheer each other on, and, of course,
feathering our paddles. At the end
of one particularly difficult paddle
across what we renamed Beast
Mode Bay, I nearly collapsed at the
campsite and had to sit quietly and
drink water for 30 minutes. I wasn’t
sure if that was because I’m getting
older or because it was the worst
wind I’d ever paddled in...until
the final day of the trip where our
short “hour long” exit turned into
a two hour human vs. nature affair
complete with moments the canoe
was not moving forward at all.
So we did end up leaving the
Boundary Waters feeling like we
could do anything. I thought very
much about my old friend Annie B
and how much tougher the women
who came before us were. My old
cabin mate, Marty Jorgenson sent

me a copy of Rivers Running Free,
a book of short stories about other
women canoeing. How surprised
was I when I saw a story from
Helen Broomell and her solo trip
down the Yukon at age 65! I felt
pretty much like a winey millenial
wondering if I was getting too old
for this.
We are back in the city world
now feeling more centered and
feeling strong.”

Adrienne Testa
Years at camp: 1998-2002, 2004,
2006-2011
“Hello from Chicago! This year
has been such a great year, full
of fun and changes. After being
a teaching assistant for the past
three years I decided to muster up
all the confidence and courage I
had, took a death defying life leap
and switched to a different path in
education. I recently took a new job
as an academic coach at St. Mary
of the Lake in Chicago and I love
it! I get to support students and
teachers as we work together to
navigate a clear path for learning
with students who need extra help
in school. We work on social skills,
executive functioning, testing and
study skills, and set academic
goals. Sometimes a student will
come in to meet with me who is
having a hard day and we get to
work though their emotions in order
to turn their day around or work on
how to cope with negative feelings.
It was so fun and so terrifying
when I first started. Luckily, I have
an amazing community of family,
friends, and mentors who I can go
to for support. Beyond the new job,
everything else is going great! I
moved into a new apartment that
I am still working on decorating
but I am happy there and it feels
like home. Missing my days at
Clearwater...oh look at the time, it’s
almost first general! Time to dip!”

Judy and Jerry Robinson
Years at camp: 1962-1970
“Jerry and I are delighted to still
be involved with Clearwater. Our
granddaughter Sabrina Erler just
finished her 4th summer and is
planning on number 5. We’ve
had the opportunity to renew
acquaintances with former campers
that we worked with 50 years ago.
Life is good.”

Julia Pezzella Vines
Years at camp: 1993-1996, 2000
“It’s been a whirlwind few years for
the Pezzella Vines family! I’ve been
working for Google for the past 7
years and after 5 years in London and
1.5 years in California, I have finally
settled down in Boulder, Colorado
(which is where I went to school) and
I am hoping to put down permanent
roots. I have a 3.5 year old boy
(Charlie) and a 19 month old girl
(Ruby) and they are already reaping
the benefits of the Clearwater
experience as we sing camp songs
every night! “Give me the light of the
campfire...” is the current favorite.”

Katie and Emily Dignan
Years at camp:
Katie: 1991-1994, 1996, 1999, 2001
Emily: 1993-1996
“After many wonderful years in
Chicago’s Roscoe Village, Emily
recently moved to Denver Colorado,
where she has put down roots

along with husband Ryan, daughter
Collette (Coco) and baby Carson.
Based in lovely Cincinnati OH for 15
years but ready for a new challenge,
fellow Clearwater Daughter (and
big sis) Katie is hoping to head to
the Rockies as well in the spring of
2018 and can’t wait to introduce
Coco and Carson to family camp in
the years to come. We’re ready to
“greet another day, ready for work
and play” with any fellow Clearwater
sisters in the mile high city!”

Sarah Decker Sexton
Years at camp: 1994-1998, early 2000’s
“Our home is filled with camp songs
these days as I sing to our now 17
month old son, Wyatt. He hums
along to the goodnight song with me
each night and smiles with glee when
I sing “way up in the sky”, he always
(read: sometimes) stops crying when
I start my Candadian “she’s going
down down down to the river...” and
we also are often found “yawning in
the morning when the rising bell has
rung” (usually his rising bell wakes us
all up at 5:15— yawn). Most days are
wonderful but as any parent knows
some days are challenging.
I know that the courage I learned
at Clearwater got me through labor
and delivery. After mustering the
confidence and grit to manage
nearly 24 hours of unmedicated
natural labor, I was told I would
have to have a c-section. I mustered
all my courage and agreed (I am
terrified by surgery). I was exhausted
and scared but singing camp songs
under my anesthesia mask helped
me to keep myself calm and alert
enough to be able to welcome our
baby boy to the world. It also helped
me feel like I had all of you cheering
me on!”

Wendy Davis
Years at camp: 1951-1954, 1958,
Family camp beginning in 1977
“We all know that Clearwater
has a permanent impact on us,
forever and always. The 4C’s have
continued to impact my life as a
Camper, Counselor, family Camper
and Community volunteer. When I
retired I began volunteering beyond
my community here in Illinois
where there is always plenty of
opportunity to serve. I continue to
serve at the library and my church.
With Heifer International I have
visited countries just out from
behind the “Iron Curtain” in the
90’s documenting the progress of
families receiving animals. This past
summer I spent time in Guatemala
seeing their new program which
really empowers women! It’s called
‘Disaster Mitigation’. Guatemala
is particularly vulnerable to
volcanoes, mud slides, earthquakes,
floods, drought, fires, and always
– hurricanes. Women are being
trained to plan, address disaster,
and then help recover. It’s all so
timely with the news we have
today. I can see in my lifetime that
women everywhere are becoming
empowered! After all, we do hold up
half the sky!
With all of this I have also been an
active Rotarian here in Arlington
Heights. We not only serve our own
community by growing vegetables
for the homeless, buying supplies
not provided by food stamps for food
pantries, but also by participating
in reading programs for our many
immigrants and offering grants to
scouts, teachers and agencies in the

communities. Rotary’s worldwide
membership has enabled us to have
a powerful program to eradicate
polio! I’ve been to India, Pakistan
and Nigeria and the Ivory Coast to
administer vaccine to children under
5. I am hoping to be around when
polio is gone forever—like small pox!
This year was also my 10th year
working at a school in Guatemala
for high school age Mayan youth,
Ak’ Tenamit, (50% girls!) training
young people in hospitality, business
and other areas making them highly
employable in their own country.
To sum it all up, without the
maturing, nurturing and guidance
which I received at Clearwater – none
of this would have happened! It’s a
great place to grow up and figure
out who you want to be! And a great
place to return to and be thankful!”

Alicia Zimmel
Years at camp: 1999-2005, 2007
“This summer I embarked on a
solo month-long backpacking
adventure across Colorado. I hiked
the Colorado Trail, a 484-mile trail
stretching from Denver to Durango.
The trail travels through just about
every ecosystem Colorado has to
offer, crossing six wilderness areas,
covering eight mountain ranges, and
gaining a total of 89,354 feet. The
longest backpacking trip I had done
prior to this trip was the 10 days I
spent on Isle Royale my 3rd year on
the Point.
At so many points a long my hike
I was reminded of Clearwater.
Camp was the first place I started
pushing myself physically and
mentally. Confidence, compassion,
courage, and community were a
part of my every day routine on the
trail. The confidence and courage
that I fostered at camp as well as
compassion for the outdoors were
a part of what inspired me to take
on this life changing adventure. In
addition, my trail family and the
incredible thru-hiking community
helped me get through some serious
low points. I wrote trip sparks and
practiced LNT principles. I ate tons
of GORP and kept my hair in two
french braids.

STAY UPDATED ON CLEARWATER
HAPPENINGS ELECTRONICALLY!
Are you interested in connecting with
Clearwater in a paperless manner?
If so, please send your preferred email address to
info@clearwatercamp.org. We will send the annual
Voyageur, the Burgee and occasional interesting
updates about Clearwater happenings and events.
We will not send weekly emails!!! We promise!!
Many thanks for helping us reduce our paper usage!

JOIN OUR LINKEDIN GROUP!
Looking to network with women who share
similar backgrounds and interests?
Join Clearwater’s nascent LinkedIn group. There, we
hope Clearwater Daughters will network, forge new
friendships and find opportunities from within our
community. The group can be found by searching
LinkedIn for “Clearwater Camp for Girls Alumnae.”
Stay tuned for other Clearwater alumnae initiatives!

Since my trip to Isle Royale, the gear
may have improved and the trail
may be different but the journey
remains the same. My long walk in
the woods this summer was inspiring,
challenging, rejuvenating, and
humbling. I am so glad to have had
this beautiful experience.”

Becky Siegel
Years at camp: 1997-2002, 2004, 2006
“I am currently a third year Physical
Medicine and Rehabilitation resident
at Thomas Jefferson University in
Philadelphia. I take care of a broad
spectrum of patients from those who
have experienced a neurological
injury who are too sick to go home
but ready to be discharged from the
hospital to individuals with sports
injuries. The compassion I learned
as a Clearwater daughter helps me
everyday in my training towards
becoming a physiatrist, or maybe,
someday the crazy camp doctor!!!”

Lauren Seno competing in her second Ironman.

Alicia Zimmel on her solo hike across Colorado.
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A LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

Dear Clearwater Family,
As I write this letter, rain and wind sweep
Long Island’s North Fork, the last vestiges of
Hurricane Jose. I’m so grateful that my cleanup efforts will require only branch removal,
but share the heartache of those who have
lost so much in recent storms. All of this
has caused me to think about permanence,
endurance, change.

We, Clearwater spirits all, are so
lucky to have camp in our lives.
It has shaped who we are as
individuals, taught us what it means
to be part of a community with
shared values and traditions, given
us a voice to express ourselves (and
with which to sing!), and perhaps
most importantly, an ability to listen.
We will not always agree with each other, but I
know that will not get in the way of honest and
productive discussion. It was wonderful to hear
from the many of you who responded to the
invitation to attend Breakfast with the Board in
July, both those who were able to join us and
those who couldn’t.
Yes, we talked about the wonderful things
that make Clearwater endure, and we also
talked about Clearwater’s future. Thanks to
the incredible efforts of so many of you, we
are now strong enough to begin translating
dreams for the future into reality. One thing
we know that will never change is Clearwater’s
values – they constitute the bedrock and offer
the promise of permanence. But programming
needs evolve, buildings must be upgraded, new
equipment purchased.

Your ideas, opinions, and thoughts
are essential to getting this right as
we paddle forward together.

Building memories that last a lifetime.

thank you!

YOU MAKE A DIFFERENCE TO CLEARWATER!

Do you realize how important you are to Clearwater? Did you know that the gifts
of your time, talent and financial resources make a huge difference in supporting
our beloved haven on Tomahawk Lake? It does! YOU are an integral part of the future
of Clearwater.

Nonnie Gilbert, Board President

So please don’t hesitate to write or call, and
know that there will be many opportunities
going forward to share your thoughts as
we embark on creating a comprehensive
master plan!
It is an honor to serve as board president and
to be part of the Clearwater family. Working
with Liz, the board, staff, campers, parents and
community is the most wonderful experience
imaginable. I can’t wait to read the stories in
this issue of the Voyageur, and to talk around a
camp fire at next summer’s 85th reunion!
In the spirit of Clearwater,

Nonnie Gilbert
Board President,
Clearwater Camp Foundation
nancy@windswayfarm.com
631-722-5170

Clearwater’s Culture of Philanthropy, which board chair Nonnie Gilbert introduced this
past July during the Community Breakfast in the Deck, demonstrates how you help
provide the Clearwater experience to as many girls as possible for generations to
come Briefly, our Culture of Philanthropy explains:

Clearwater’s Culture of Philanthropy depends on the love we feel
for Clearwater, the bonds we share because of our commitment to
Clearwater’s mission, vision and values, and our belief that we are all
stewarding Clearwater into the future. It is not simply about raising
money, but about building relationships with all members of the
Clearwater community, communicating, and most especially about
listening to each other. Inherent in this approach is that all of us accept
some responsibility for Clearwater’s future by serving as ambassadors,
giving of our time and talents, and supporting Clearwater financially to
the extent we are able.*

Volunteers make a gift of their time and talent as well as resources. We are grateful
to those who were able to carve out precious time from busy lives to help Clearwater
prepare for summer 2017. We could not accomplish all we do without you.

CAMPER AND INFORMATIONAL
GATHERINGS—HOST FAMILIES

MEMORIAL DAY WORK
WEEKEND VOLUNTEERS

Camper and Informational Gatherings
are held for prospective and new
camper families, are hosted by current
camper families and provide important
opportunities to learn more about
Clearwater. We extend our heart-felt
thanks to the following families for
serving as Clearwater ambassadors.

For seven consecutive years, volunteers
have helped prepare camp for the arrival
of staff and opening day for campers.
Projects include cleaning out all cabins,
removing leaves from the riding ring and
setting up the waterfront and docks. Many
of our volunteers have participated in this
special weekend for years!

The Dillingham Family
The Eberhard Family
The Hanson Family
The Nash Family
The Reames/Dalton Family

Jess Platt
John Neil Thompson
Bill Otto
Caleb Klima
Ellen King
Liz Baker
Carol Vance
Ruth Igoe
Susie Tweed
Polly Larned
Kate Dignan
Mary Willerscheidt

Breezy and
Ruben Melero
Eliza Winkler
Kim, Brian, Shelby
and Paxton Prybell
Nick Stanley
Angie Maciorowski
Jan Skaalrud
Tracy Graham
Emily Beasley
Wes Bertram

KAPUTS AND SASHES VOLUNTEERS
Maggie Thompson and Janice Marquardt crafted many new pieces to accommodate
our increased number of campers in 2016-2017!
Dan & Midge Anderson, longtime friends of Clearwater, with Judy & Jerry Robinson.

thank you Clearwater Camp

Sally Buchter and Linda Engels, parent and
friend of Clearwater
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Liz Baker, Executive Director

ADDITIONAL VOLUNTEERS
Barb Kirschner - Camp store set up
Kathy Halverstadt - Prepared camper baggage labels and tags
Carol Vance - Office work
Sue Ferguson - Clearwater historical archives
Hannah Garrett & Lauren Seno - Pre-camp sailboat rigging
Steph Cotherman – Pre-camp staff training
Melanie Smith White – Pre-camp staff training

Thank you, Clearwater Community members, for your support.
And a special thank you to our volunteers!
* To read more about Clearwater’s Culture of Philanthropy, please go to
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EXCERPTS FROM THE
2017 BANQUET TOASTS

Foc’s’le was one of three cabins to have its roof raised before Summer 2017 & five more cabins will
have their roofs raised this Fall. Now campers on top bunks have plenty of head room and everyone
can enjoy increased natural light!

IF WALLS COULD TALK
Building and Grounds 2017 Report
his year, it’s not just the
walls that are “talking and
telling a story.” We also have
roofs, windows, fireplaces, cabin
flaps, bathrooms and other projects
throughout camp with much to say.
It’s thanks to the careful stewardship
of the camp property, led by the Board
Buildings & Grounds committee, along
with alumnae support and our successful
“Raise Your Paddle” spring fundraiser
that allowed us to accomplish these ten
important projects in 2017:

T

•	New Point Fireplace – what’s better
than sitting around a fireplace with
camp friends? Now campers on the
Point can enjoy hours of togetherness
around the new working fireplace
in the Cunningham meeting area of
Tops’l/Skys’l. Cunningham also got
new interior paint and three of those
new bureaus, so this area is a favorite
gathering place for Point campers.
•	New Harbor Bathroom – campers in
Dory enjoyed their new bathroom.
•	New Landscaping - attention to new
plantings around the flag pole and
the entrance sign were welcomed
landscape additions.

•	Raise the Roof x 3! – Cape cabins
Foc’sle and 4 Winds, as well as Harbor
cabin Boom, are feeling pretty special
and a little taller with the raising of
their roofs. Now campers on top bunks
have plenty of head room and everyone
benefits from more natural light coming
into the cabins, especially when it
reflects and sparkles from the lake.
•	Boom has a story to tell – when the
work started on Boom to raise the roof,
it revealed that the bathroom floor was
in rough shape. A decision was made
to give Boom a new bathroom and in
doing so, the cabin was enlarged. Two
windows were also replaced in Boom,
now giving a great view of the lake.
•	Walls to Shout About – our two Browns
(central toilet/shower facility) on Lower
Point and Cape, have walls that are
really talking because they now feature
lodge pole pine and fresh white paint in
the stalls. Campers and counselors are
thrilled with the new bright interiors of
the Browns.
•	New Bureaus – there’s vintage
charm and then there’s worn out.
There are many old bureaus in our
cabins that have served us well for
decades. Figuring we have 25 cabins
x 4 bureaus per cabin puts us at 100
camper bureaus. Add to that, 20
bureaus for staff housing and the rest
cabin and now we’re up to a total
of 120 bureaus in various stages of
shabby chic. This summer we made
a dent in replacing old bureaus with
12 new, roomy 6-drawer bureaus
purchased and installed in four cabins.
The new bureaus are the finishing
touch to complete the renovation of
those four cabins.

I know that Clearwater will have my echo as I leave this summer
and I hope that the song of camp will ring in your hearts and
warm your winter as we await to come back home again.

Staff Toast: Holly Koenitzer
“TEACH THE WISDOM THAT
FREEDOM BRINGS…”

each the wisdom that freedom brings” is a phrase and song lyric that
has been running about my head for the past week: because what is
wisdom and how does that teach freedom? First let me begin with a
little story that begins as all stories do.
Once upon a time there was a girl who was searching for something. Along
the way she found a lot of somethings but alas none were the right one. She
searched high and low and eventually found the place where the loons cry
at night and singing is found in the dining hall. A place where the water is
pretty clear. But above all she found a place to call a second home. A second
home she has to leave at summer’s end, but it’s not a goodbye just more of an
elongated hello. For she returned for a second year, a little older and maybe
a little wiser, ready to show and teach the girls all her artsy ways. And with a
grin on her face she dives head first to begin again.
Clearwater for me is that second home. It’s a place where I found so many
new things and adventures. Is this what teaching wisdom is? Perhaps. Wisdom
isn’t exactly always the things you’ve learned or were necessarily taught.
Sometimes it’s the little things like: the waves lapping at the shore, the halliards
clanking or the crazy squirrel chattering outside your window. It’s getting up on
one ski or getting that first bullseye. It’s making that friendship bracelet for a
new friend or an old one. It’s the little things. It’s the things that bring happiness
and smiles at the end of the day. It allows you to spread your wings and fly up
to the moon or wherever the adventure takes you. That is what I believe is how
wisdom goes hand in hand with freedom.

T

•	New Cabin Flaps – completed this
summer, all the cabins with flaps now
look amazingly fresh with new red flaps.
•	New Roofs – now singing to the rafters
in The Deck will reverberate from its
new roof and Harbor cabin Wake also
has a new roof.

This year I have learned so much from my fellow sheep. If you were to step
into The Oaks you would find that the seven of us are all completely different
(this includes the sheep, the shepherd and Jess). We all come from opposites
on the map, we all were raised quite differently and our personalities are all
over the place. But we have one thing in common: We all have camp echoing
inside of us. And that is what brings us all together.
I know that echo of The Oaks, our laughter, our sheep song, our ocho song
and all of our fights and happy moments will remain at camp. And in this next
year, when we won’t be coming back, these songs we leave behind will warm
our hearts through the cold winters and lonely summers we wish we were back
in the northern woods. The echo of the songs will remain, but as they slowly
dissipate, we can be sure of something, we can be sure that our memories will
stay there. That the echo will live on and that when we come back to camp, the
echo we left behind will be there to remind us of whom we are.
I know that the echo of each one of their songs will morph with mine and
this will help me grow. When I look back and see how far I’ve come, I will be
amazed by how my summer family had shaped me into who I am today. And
how without them I would be wandering this world without the guidance of
their songs.

Campers enjoy the updated fireplace in
Tops’l/Skys’l.

Boom gets a makeover, including a raised
roof and new bathroom.

•	What’s Cooking? – plenty of delicious
food thanks to Chef Dave. To help in
the prep area, we purchased a new
commercial slice-and-dice machine
which helped with making healthy
salads and soups for campers. Also
a new outdoor commercial grade
grill was purchased, making perfect
summertime grilled meals a lot more
efficient to prepare.

My hope is that no matter the adventure you’re on, always
remember the little things because while that knowledge can
seem binding at first it has a way of setting you free.

These collective projects of 2017
are all “talking” and shouting out a
resounding “thank you!” Thank you to
the Buildings and Grounds committee
and their year-round commitment to the
care and maintenance of our beloved
camp property.

Our gratitude is also extended
to all of our alumnae and donors
who support these efforts to
preserve, improve and protect
camp for generations to come.
Leadership and Point campers at Final Banquet, just before jingles were read for
each camper, one of Clearwater’s most cherished traditions.

continued pg. 2 >
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Board Member:

Jerry R.

“Judy Berryman
came to camp as
a counselor for the
first time. I kind of
took a liking to her.”

JERRY ROBINSON

- Jerry Robinson
(Summer 1965)

Judy and Jerry Robinson pose near camp’s entrance during
this Summer’s July board meeting.

Clearwater’s history is rich with tradition and stories of fellow
Clearwater voyageurs, their days spent on the cool waters of
Tomahawk Lake. One of those voyageurs is Jerry Robinson,
first hired at Clearwater for maintenance in 1962 at the
recommendation of a friend of Halokwe’s. Now 55 years
later, Jerry continues to spread our mission and give back to
Clearwater as a board member and grandparent of a current
camper. Below is his Clearwater history as told by him and
pictures from our archives.

Judy and Jerry wed on June 17th, 1967.

In the 80’s, our daughter, Christy Robinson
Erler, attended camp and our granddaughter,
Sabrina Erler, just finished her 4th year on
Tomahawk Lake. And for me, I have had
the distinct privilege to serve on the Board
of Directors for the last three years, helping
to preserve Clearwater, her culture, and
traditions. Clearwater is and forever always
will be in our blood.

August 1962
I took my first teaching job in Detroit, MI at Post Jr. High
School teaching Industrial Technology. Walt Nylund, the
Assistant Principal, had worked at Clearwater in the 30s
and 40s. He told me he had received a letter from Sarah
Sprague (Halokwe) who owned Clearwater Camp and
that she was looking for a young man to do skilled labor.
I took the job.

Summer 1963
My first summer at Clearwater. Skilled labor consisted of
putting springs on screen doors and replacing light bulbs.
On cold mornings, Andy, the cook, would have me start
fires in both fireplaces to take the chill off the dining hall.
Don Jesse was head of maintenance, and another couple,
Harold and his wife, also worked at Clearwater.
I also helped Mary G. at Pioneer Camp on a piece of
property south of Minocqua. Several days a week I would
teach campers how to use various camping tools and
safety while using them.

Summer 1964
I returned to Clearwater and Pioneer Camp for a 2nd
year. Halokwe also requested I find another young man
to help Andy in the Kitchen. George Varvari, a former
student of mine in Detroit, came to Clearwater that
summer. George had a little bit of Tadjar blood in his
veins; he kept the camp and counselors on their toes.
Nancy Teter now ran the Pioneer Camp, where I
continued to work each summer until 1970.

Summer 1965
Judy Berryman came to camp as a counselor for the first
time. I kind of took a liking to her.

Summer 1966
Judy returned for her second summer, and I was
assigned to pick her up at the Rhinelander airport. You
can’t even begin to imagine the thunder and lightning
storm we had to drive through on our way back to camp.
During that ride to camp, we decided to get married!
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June 17th, 1967
We tied the knot. That was 50
years ago!

Summers 1967 – 1971
Judy and I worked as tripping
counselors through the 1970
season. We took groups to the
Porcupine mountains and started
the trek to Isle Royale.

1980-2017
In the 80’s, our daughter, Christy Robinson Erler,
attended camp and our granddaughter, Sabrina Erler,
just finished her 4th year on Tomahawk Lake. And for
me, I have had the distinct privilege to serve on the
Board of Directors for the last three years, helping
to preserve Clearwater, her culture, and traditions.
Clearwater is and forever always will be in our blood.

Halokwe and Sunny were two of the most remarkable
people I’ve ever met. Both of them had one great
quality: they were great listeners. There is so much
more I could say, but best of all is that as I complete
my time on the Board, Clearwater will always have a
special place in my heart.

THOSE WHO TOOK
THEIR L AST PORTAGE
Clearwater Camp works to remember and honor those alumnae
who have passed away. We learn about alumnae through the
Clearwater network of family and friends, who may let us
know or make gifts in their memories. For these memorials,
we use materials including their published obituaries and
other remembrances from family and friends. Please contact
Clearwater if there is an alumna you would like remembered
by the camp community through the Voyageur. This year, we
memorialize the following Clearwater Daughters:

Rennie dePenaloza Beauchamp

Elizabeth Clifford
1968-1969, 1972-1973 Camper
1976-1977 Counselor
59, passed away peacefully at her home early on the morning
of Friday, September 1, 2017, surrounded by her rescue pets,
Sprout the dog, and Cappy the cat.
Elizabeth was born on October 6, 1957 to Mildred (Fischer)
and Samuel G. Clifford, Jr., in Evansville, IN. She moved to
Louisville in late 2010 after living and working in Virginia
since college.
Her family carried a distinguished lineage. She was
descended from Squire Boone Grant, whose mother
Elizabeth Boone Grant, was directly related to pioneer
Daniel Boone. Elizabeth’s father was the grandson of
Evansville’s former mayor, William Akin, and great-greatgrandson of Matthew Foster, father of John Watson Foster,
secretary of state under President Benjamin Harrison,
and ambassador to Mexico, Russia, and Spain. Foster’s
grandsons included John Foster Dulles, secretary of state
under President Dwight D. Eisenhower, and Allen Dulles,
director of the C.I.A. from 1953 to 1961.
In 2014, Elizabeth was accepted into the National Society of
the Daughters of the American Revolution.
She was a sweet and gentle spirit, and a creative child who
played the violin and loved art, something she pursued all her
life. But her passion was nature and being outdoors surrounded
by trees and water. Beginning at age 10, she spent many
summers at Clearwater Camp for Girls, in Minocqua, WI., first
as a camper and then as a canoe instructor and counselor,
following in the footsteps of her mother.
Elizabeth described Clearwater as “magical.” It was where
she went to be healed, and the place she found total peace,
taking shelter beneath the white birch and the red pine,
listening to the mournful call of the loons on crystalline
Lake Tomahawk.
Elizabeth maintained close relations with the camp and her
Clearwater friends, and visited Minocqua two months before
her death. In August, she also returned to Skyland Camp for
Girls in Clyde, NC, where she served as a 17-year old junior
counselor in 1975.
She showed an early intellectual curiosity and gift for writing,
and at William Henry Harrison High School in Evansville
(magna cum laude, ‘75), she served as editor of the student
newspaper, “The Prophet.”
At Randolph-Macon Woman’s College in Lynchburg, VA
(B.A. ‘79), she majored in psychology, but also starred as
an editor for the newspaper, “The Sundial,” interviewing
such notables as Senator John Warner, actress Elizabeth
Taylor, and newsman Roger Mudd. She earned her M.S.Ed.,
Counseling, at Old Dominion University, Norfolk, VA, in 1983.
Elizabeth also pursued her Ph.D. at ODU, ending with a
formal ABD status. She was a member of Phi Kappa Phi, the
nation’s oldest, largest, and most selective honor society.
She spent her entire working life in social services in the
state of Virginia, improving the lives of hundreds as a
rehabilitation counselor, a disability policy analyst fellow, a
coordinator of support services, and a mental retardation
case manager. In her last job before retirement, she
managed and coordinated all phases of a day program for
adults with severe brain injuries.
When she lived in Virginia, she was known for her outsized
and wicked sense of humor, and her hilarious sendups of
celebrities. Her parties, especially those in which she mocked
beauty queen contestants, were legendary. She was the
titular head of what her friends called “The Buddha Club.”

Elizabeth Clifford
And she fought hard for political candidates who promised
human equality, and to help the downtrodden.
Elizabeth was a loyal and popular friend, and maintained
her ties to her college classmates throughout her life. A
deeply caring person, she was adamant about the merits
of single-sex education, and was devastated in 2007 when
Randolph-Macon went co-ed and changed its name to
Randolph College.
Elizabeth, a breast cancer survivor, was preceded in death
by her parents, her dogs Woodie and Shammy, and her
cat, Skitty.
She is survived by her brother John Grant Clifford (Kay), of
Charlotte, NC; niece, Carrie Clifford, of Charlotte; nephew,
Andrew Clifford (Makenzie), of Boston, MA., numerous
cousins; her adopted son, Shane Ortega, of Los Angeles,
CA.; and Alanna Nash, of Louisville, who saw her as her
sister, her child, her teacher, her most precious companion,
and who loved her beyond all measure.
The family wishes to thank Dee Campbell Colon, who
cared for her.
Memorial gifts may be made to Clearwater Camp for Girls,
P.O. Box 152, Minocqua, WI., 54548, and to LoonWatch,
at the Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute, Northland
College, Ashland, WI.
Published in The Courier-Journal on Sept. 17, 2017

Rennie dePenaloza Beauchamp
Rennie dePenaloza Beauchamp, 52, passed away April 7,
2015 after a courageous 13-year battle with breast cancer.
Having been a camper at Clearwater only the summer
of 1976, Rennie remained a loyal alumna and later sent
daughters Margot and Shelby to Clearwater where they
collectively spent 17 summers as campers and counselors
between 2004 and 2012. Rennie exhibited the joie de vivre,
adventurous spirit, and fearlessness of a true voyageur
throughout her remarkable life.
Her sister Whitney Thomas wrote:
“Rennie loved to kayak and sail. She spent much more time
at Clearwater as a mom because her daughters Margot
and Shelby Beauchamp went to Clearwater for many years.
She and I went to pick them up the last few years they were
there; we had such fun on those trips—canoeing around the
island together, paddle boarding in Minocqua. Rennie was
a true Voyageur in that she fought her battle without ever
complaining and always, always with a positive attitude and a
smile on her face. Even in the last few weeks..... always smiling.
She was amazing.”
Rennie was born in St. Louis, Missouri on March 21, 1962.
She attending the John Burroughs School in St. Louis
and later graduated from Dickinson College in Carlisle,
Pennsylvania. She moved to Dallas in 1985 where she
began her career as a language teacher at Greenhill School.
Rennie taught French, Spanish, and coached field hockey
at Greenhill for over 15 years. Rennie married Weldon
Beauchamp in 1989 and together they moved to London,
England where she taught at the Licensed Victuallers
School in Ascot, UK.

Joann Reed Fortina
Clearwater instilled a love of the outdoors that Rennie
maintained her whole life. She and Weldon sailed, kayaked,
biked, climbed and camped all over the world and she
passed on her love of those activities to their two daughters.
Margot, was born in January 1993 in the London and Shelby
arrived after their return to the U.S. in 1995.
Together the Beauchamp Family moved back to Dallas
in 1997. Rennie returned to teaching at Greenhill while
her daughters studied there. Rennie and Weldon spent
many weekends sailing with their family and friends on
their sailboat on Lake Texoma. In 2010, while Rennie and
Weldon were in Istanbul, Turkey she found that her cancer
had metastasized. Rennie again began a determined five
years in her desire to live. Together with her friends in the
“Boxing Babes” they raised over $1 million through the
Susan G. Komen 3 Day event. Rennie began walking the
3-Day in 2007 and walked 60 miles each year for 5 years,
two more years she did the 60 miles in a wheelchair. In
the last Dallas Susan G Komen 3 day event, her team, ‘The
Boxing Babes’ made hundreds of buttons with her picture
and “Rennspiration” printed on them. Rennie inspired many
to fight and live with a smile while battling cancer. She is
dearly missed and remains an example and inspiration to
friends and family around the world, including her sisters
and fellow Clearwater alumnae, Whitney Thomas (’83-’96)
and Barbara dePenaloza (1970).

Joann Reed Fortina
Born May 15,1926 in Warren, Ohio, Joann Reed Fortina was
one of Clearwater Camp’s original daughters.
With her parents, M. Gordon and Mildred Reed, Joann
began traveling to the shores of Tomahawk each summer
from an early age. There her parents, who were both
educators in St. Louis, worked with Dr. Sprague at
Camp Minocqua. They became well known over years
of dedication, particularly for their hand in creating and
running Pioneer—the venerated wilderness campsite.
Like many dedicated and perennial Camp Minocqua staff
members, Joann’s parents were gifted a parcel of land near
camp by Dr. Sprague where they built a summer home.
In 1933 Mildred and Joann both joined Sarah “Halokwe”
Holiday Sprague’s inaugural summer at her new
Clearwater Camp as counselor and camper respectively.
At Clearwater Joann enjoyed several years in the 1930’s
and 40’s as both a camper, leadership, and counselor.
During her years at Clearwater she became an avid
sailor and gleaned skills ranging from the artistic to the
pragmatic that would lead her to become a remarkably
resourceful and creative woman.
In June of 1948 Joann married Camp Minocqua alumnus
James Currie “J.C.” Collier. They had three sons—Robert
(better known as “Hutch”), James (better known as
“Gordon”) and Franc, who all would go on to Camp
Minocqua themselves during the 1950’s and 60’s.
Following the birth of their third son in 1962 Joann moved
with her family to Bodega Bay, California. After the end of
her first marriage Joann met Robert C. Fortina and in 1964
Joann moved south with her three sons to Boulder Creek,
continued pg.12 >
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California. On August 13, 1965 Joann and
Robert married and in July of the following
year they celebrated the birth of daughter
Ann Marie Fortina.
In Boulder Creek Joann became a beloved
school volunteer and her dedication was
recognized by her community with several
awards. Joann’s daughter Ann Fortina
recalls that her mother really taught people
how to survive. She was passionate about
animals, nature, art, and gardening—
even testing roses for the national rose
producers Jackson & Perkins. Coupled
with her love of cooking, her greenhouse
and the rabbits she raised, Joann taught
her children how to be resourceful and
creative—all are great cooks!
Her daughter Ann recalls, “She was a tough
lady in a nice way. When the electricity
would go out in our house in Boulder
Creek, she would prepare dinner on our
wood burning stove or in the fire place...
not hotdogs, she would bake a cake in a
reflector oven, she would make bread, she
made soups, stews, steaks, everything.”
Joann remained in Boulder Creek for over
50 years until her passing New Year’s day
2017. Even after the family lake house was
sold in the 1970’s and her sons had long
since moved on from their own camping
days, the influence of being raised by
Mildred and Gordon around the camp
culture was seen in everything Joann
Fortina did. Throughout a life that spanned
so many changes in geography, shifts in
culture, and technological advancements
she exhibited dedication to her community,
courage to weather the changes, and
compassion for the needs of people and the
natural world. Joann is survived by her four
children: Robert Hutcheson Collier, James
Gordon Collier, Franc Reed Fortina, and
Ann Maria Fortina.

Beverly Bowen Rumage Vickrey
Beverly Bowen Rumage Vickrey, 90, of
Naples, FL, died peacefully on May 29,
2017. Born Beverly Applegate Bowen
in St. Louis, MO, April 21, 1927, she
was the daughter of Hugh and Julia Lee
Bowen. Beverly attended Community
and John Burroughs schools in St. Louis,
and graduated with honors from Vassar
College in 1947.
It was thanks to Beverly’s mother, who
had heard about a traditional camp for
girls with a fine reputation set in the
Northwoods of Wisconsin, that Beverly
and several of her St. Louis friends
attended Clearwater Camp. Beverly’s
first summer at Clearwater was 1938 and
her enthusiasm was shared by younger
sister Betsy Bowen Boles, who attended
Clearwater the following summer. Beverly
and camper Sunny Sommer Moore
enjoyed their summers at Clearwater,
setting the seed for a friendship that
renewed in their later years.
Daughter Julia shares, “I recall Mother
talking about the brown shirts and shorts
which apparently weren’t very popular with
the campers. Skills learned at Clearwater
carried through as our family had many
canoe trips on the rivers in Missouri, and
at one point we had a sailboat. I was at
Clearwater in 1965. Mother did volunteer
work for the camp, recruiting new campers,
so I could go. That was a wonderful and
unforgettable summer. I’ll always love her
for that and for so many other things she
did for me.”
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Beverly Bowen Rumage Vickrey
Beverly had an indomitable, optimistic
spirit and a gentle, loving heart. She
valued learning, spiritual life, diligent
work, enjoyment, friends and family.
She loved art and music. Her children
remember a dedicated, attentive, and
supportive mother. Her love and care
extended to her niece, and nephews,
grandchildren, children’s spouses, step
children, step grandchildren, and step
great grandchildren. Beverly kept in touch
with old friends and was always making
new ones.

AUGUST 11 AUGUST 14, 2018:

Save the date

OUR 85TH REUNION

You never grow out of
camp: 85 years of camp
traditions, friendships, trip
sparks & adventures.
Calling all alumnae! Gather
your cabin mates, leaderships, or
counselors and relive your camp days
of sailing, riding, canoeing, skiing,
and walking the paths with other
Clearwater daughters.

Beverly worked professionally as the
Director of Volunteers at St. Louis
Children’s Hospital, later assuming
leadership of the Special Gifts and
Professionals divisions at the United Way
of St. Louis. She was always communityminded. In the 1950’s and early ‘60’s she
gave much of her time to the Junior League
of St. Louis. Later volunteer contributions
included the Chicago Symphony, the St.
Louis Ballet, the Naples Philharmonic, and
the Conservancy of SW Florida.

REGISTRATION
 lease note this year’s
P
reunion will be Alumnae
only. Information about
registration will be published
after the first of the year.

After living in St. Louis and Chicago,
Beverly made her home in Naples,
Florida, where she reconnected with
Sunny. Beverly’s sister Betsy shares, “As
neighbors Bev and Sunny remained close.
What a blessing. Had Bev not suggested
Clearwater to my granddaughter, I doubt
the Boles ‘history’ we know today would
have occurred.” Beverly recommended
to her niece, Sarah Boles, that she send
her daughter to Clearwater. Not only
did Clearwater gain a camper, but camp
later benefited from Sarah’s leadership in
establishing the Clearwater Foundation.
“Who would have guessed!” shared Betsy
as she reflected on the impact her sister
Beverly had on Clearwater.

COST
Lodging, Meals and
Fun Activities
$400 *
		
Meals and Fun Activities
(Lodging off-campus)
$250 *
*All costs are a flat rate and will not be
pro-rated based on length of your stay.

QUESTIONS & INQUIRIES
TO VOLUNTEER
P lease

contact our Reunion
Co-chairs or the Camp Office
with any questions or if you
would like to help in any way!
	
Sarah (Stocks) Wagoner,
s arah.stockslager@gmail.com
 arol Altorfer Vance,
C
carolvance5@gmail.com
 learwater Camp,
C
info@clearwatercamp.org

IMPORTANT DATES
APRIL
 emainder of
R
camper tuition due

15
MAY
01

SPOTS AVAILABLE FOR 2018!

Beverly is survived by her daughter Julia
Lee Carter (Thomas Barker) of Huntsville,
AL; sons William W. Carter (Caroline) of
Tuscaloosa, AL, and Phillip R. Carter of
Austin, TX; grandchildren Kathryn and
Tyler Carter, sister Betsy Bowen Boles,
niece Sarah Boles and nephews David
and Andrew Boles. Stepdaughters Marty
von Weise and Martha Blackburn; and
step granddaughters Margaux Sanchez,
Elizabeth Dziersk, and Melanie Hoffman
were also especially close. Beverly was the
widow of renowned artist Robert Vickrey.

Clearwater Camp is for girls and young women ages
8 to 16 (summer 2018). Our two-week program for
girls from 2nd to 4th grade who have never been
to Clearwater before is another available option.
Camp tours are available all summer long
for families. If you would like a tour, or know of
family or friends who would like more information,
please contact Office Manager Melinda Pearce at
Melinda@clearwatercamp.org or the camp office
at (715) 356-5030. There is also more information
and an inquiry page to request a mailed information
packet on our website www.clearwatercamp.org.

 egistration deadline
R
for Memorial Day
Work Weekend

25-28 	Memorial Day
Work Weekend
JUNE
 amp Season 2018
C
Opening Day!

21
JULY
05

F irst two-week
session ends

14

First session ends

16

Second session starts!

30

 econd two-week
S
session ends

AUGUST
9

Second session ends

11-14

85th Reunion!

A special tribute
We would like to recognize these fellow
Clearwater Daughters who took their
Last Portage in the last year. This was
the only information we could gather, but
welcome hearing from alums who shared
Clearwater memories.
Mary Harmison Rosene
Clearwater camper, Harbor/Cape/Point,
1940’s. Mary was a best friend and cabin
mate to many, and became a favorite
counselor in the 1950’s.

Barbara Ann “Bobby” Jones
Bobby was a Clearwater camper in
the 1950’s.

connect with us!

www.facebook.com/groups/clearwatercamp
www.facebook.com/CC4Gfans
www.linkedin.com/groups/5121721
instagram: @clearwater_camp


The Voyageur is a yearly publication of Clearwater
Camp for alumae, staff and friends of the camp.
Every effort is made to include all submissions sent
via the camp website or by mail.
During the year if you move and have a change of
address or other information that Clearwater needs
to know about, you can drop in at the Clearwater
Camp website at www.clearwatercamp.org, look
for the “Alumnae” tab and then a form for “The
Voyageur.” You may also mail or email your changes.

stay in touch!
Mail:
	Clearwater Camp
PO Box 152
Minocqua, WI 54548
E-mail:
info@clearwatercamp.org
Clearwater Camp:
www.clearwatercamp.org

